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Nursing Interview Questions Guide By: Lisa Fields Call it clich, but interviewers love to ask the strengths and weaknesses question. Its among the most common interview questions that job applicants in all fields are asked, nursing included. Why? Because its a direct way to get insight into how you view yourself, and it shows how well you handle
some particular challenges (because everyone has challenges). Your answer to this question will be telling, so the way you respond is important. Here are some suggested guidelines for discussing your strengths and weaknesses in a nursing interview. Well also provide examples of nursing strengths and weaknesses to help you better prepare.How to
Discuss Your Strengths in a Nursing InterviewThere are any number of personality traits you may choose to highlight as strengths. Monster.com suggests getting very specific and breaks the strengths answer into three possible categories:Knowledge-Based Strengths: Computer skills, languages, training others, technical abilitiesTransferable Skills:
Organization, problem-solving, communication stylePersonal Traits: Hard-working, team player, trustworthy, calm under pressureFor nursing applicants, specifically, our experts said theyre typically looking for strengths like flexibility, a team player, extremely organized, multitasking, leadership abilities, creative problem-solving, an excellent
communicator, or curiosity about learning new things.Once youve identified your particular strengths, youll want to give an example of how youve used each at work. If youre new to nursing, you might discuss lessons you learned from a previous experience during clinicals, as a patient care tech, or as a nursing assistant.If youve worked in your field
for a while, give a more specific response. For example, heres the type of response you could give if you wanted to call out a knowledge-based strength: I provide family-centered care in a variety of low- and high-stress situations.You could also say that one of your strengths is the value you place on the patient experience within the organization, and
then provide more details with an example.Example Response for Nursing Strengthsld list my top three strengths as: Organization: I take meticulous notes and feel proper communication and detailed checklists are the best ways to keep ahead of tasks and be as prepared as possible for potential curveballs throughout the day. Calm under pressure:
Ive been known to handle crisis very well. One time I was faced with a very difficult patient who was being verbally abusive and refusing to take any pain medication. He refused to let me inspect where he was saying he was feeling pain.I decided that the best way to handle this was to be assertive and informative. I told him that we were going to do
everything possible to make him comfortable, and to help determine the problem. I told him he was in excellent hands, and I explained that in order for us to help him, I was going to need to examine his pelvic region, that I was experienced and had done five of them that day. I also told him I would walk him through each step of my exam, so he could
feel more comfortable along the way. I feel it was my calm, assertive demeaner, as well as respecting his nervous apprehension that helped get both of us through his exam. And blood draws: Ive been told Im a master. I can always find a vein and have a nice way of putting patients at ease, so they barely feel a thing.(Scroll down to see how to answer
the Strengths and Weaknesses question when asked together)What NOT to Do When Discussing Your Nursing Strengths in an InterviewTip #1: Dont brag.Youll want to come across as confident and proud, but not as though youre bragging. Declaring your strengths can often be tricky, especially if youre modest. But a job interview is the time to be
assertive while maintaining a level of humility and relatability.For example, this is proud:Today, I was able to provide family-centered care to my patient, his wife, and their children by teaching them about dietary choices they can make as a family that will best support my patient with his new diabetes diagnosis.But this is boastful:Im the leader in
family-centered care. This is the only way nurses should be practicing, especially in high-stress situations. If your teams arent doing this, Id be happy to teach them.Tip #2: Dont use personal experiences as qualifying factors.Having once had a grandmother in the ICU doesnt make you a top candidate for a role as an ICU nurse. Nor does having
children make you a great school nurse. This kind of declaration will turn off your interviewer because parenting a child and caring for patients are two very different responsibilities, and one doesnt prepare you for the other.How to Discuss Your Weaknesses in a Nursing InterviewMost people you meet wont ask you to point out your shortcomings in
everyday conversation, but on job interviews, its a standard topic. Fortunately, your interviewer wont expect you to be too hard on yourself. Everyone has something theyre great at and something theyre trying to improve upon, and these areas of improvement are the types of weaknesses you can mention in your interview. Monster.com suggests you
state the professional weakness but emphasize the positive and add your solution for overcoming this shortcoming because all weaknesses are opportunities for growth.Any time you mention a weakness, its wise to mention what youre actively doing to overcome the hurdle. This shows that youre eager to grow professionally and youre solutions-
oriented, which should make you an attractive candidate. This also will show your interviewer that you have the mindset to be willing to learn and change.Examples of common nursing weaknesses our experts say they hear include:Paying too much attention to detailWanting to do everything at onceSpending too long on paperworkHaving a lack of
clinical experience (for new grads)Example Response for Nursing Weaknessesld say Ive been known to spend too long writing patient notes. On the one hand, my notes are thorough. However, Im working on ways to better manage my time. In fact, Ive recently started using a digital transcription program that allows me to be more efficient. What NOT
to Do When Discussing Your Nursing Weaknesses in an InterviewTip #1: Dont speak poorly of yourself.Although your interviewer may ask you to share some of your weaknesses, she isnt asking you to ruin your chances of getting the job. You shouldnt admit to being late to your shift regularly or spending time gossiping instead of looking after
patients. You also shouldnt admit to fears that would flag you as someone who wouldnt be a good addition to the team.For example, youll want to avoid saying that:Youre scared to work with certain types of patients.You dislike handling bodily fluids.You try to avoid confrontation or stressful situations at all costs.Tip #2: Dont blame others.Once you
identify a weakness, own up to it. It only makes you look bad if you blame someone on your team or management.Tip #3: Dont skip your plan of action.Youll want to focus on the positive and how youre working on growing to address the shortcoming.Finally, its important that you play along when answering this question. Some people may not want to
point out their faults, so they may describe their strengths and then say, I have no weaknesses. But if you do this, youll risk sounding pompous or, at the very least, not too self-aware. So, take this prep time to consider what career skills youd like to improve and form a positive, professional response to this classic question.Other Examples of Common
Nursing Interview Questions and AnswersLets quickly cover some extra topics that you might be asked in a nursing interview. Weve pulled together some example questions and answers you can use to plan your own responses.Getting-to-know-you questionsYour potential employer wants to hear details about you to get a sense of your background
and personality. Focus on just you. Theres no need to mention kids, family, or relationship status.Sample question: Tell me a little bit about yourself and your goals as a nurse.Sample answer:Ive worked for two years as an RN at XYZ Medical Facility, specializing in neurology. During clinicals I developed a strong interest in neurology because I found
the science challenging and found the patients and their families inspiring. Id like to expand my knowledge of neuro, perhaps by pursuing a masters degree or attending specialized conferences where I can learn more about handling stroke and dementia complications. My ability to stay calm fits well with this specialization, too, especially with
dementia patients. In fact, my supervisor recently gave me a shout-out during our shift huddle by mentioning how I showed patience while feeding a difficult dementia patient who was experiencing visual hallucinations.Click here for more tips on how to answer this question.Experience & background questionsYoull also be asked about your
applicable experience, so think about your previous work including your clinicals or previous nursing jobs.Sample question: What kind of nursing experience do you have?Sample answer:Once I graduated from nursing school I became a pediatric nurse in both the neonatal and oncology departments. Our patient/nurse ratio is small on these units so
its been a great learning experience to focus deeply on each patient. And, I can confidently draw blood from the infants and children as well as administer IV meds through their central lines. I also round with the doctors so we can provide a team-based approach to any palliative issues. The pediatric world is especially great because it deepens my
level of communication with the team, the adult family members, and the child.Strengths & weaknesses questionAs mentioned above, the infamous strengths-and-weaknesses question can be tricky. Remember that the interviewer wants to hear a genuine self-appraisal. Take your time answering this question. Yes, they are asking for you to summarize
one strength and one weakness into one answer, but you can still be thorough and make sure you hit the points you want to make.Sample question: What are your strengths and weaknesses as a nurse?Sample answer:My strengths revolve around staying organized, which helps me be the best nurse possible in a number of ways. It helps me effectively
communicate with other providers because I can easily find information when asked. I keep detailed notes on my patients medications, for example, so I can relay that information when needed. I follow a checklist I created to track each patients status during the day so I can pass that along when the shift changes. I regularly update my list of
resources for patients who want more information about their illnesses or need additional referrals.One weakness that I see in myself is my tendency to stay in patients rooms too long, especially when I sense they are feeling lonely or stressed. Patients occasionally want to engage in long conversations once someone comes in. I need to practice
exiting a room as soon as Im finished with a task. I can then try to come back during a few minutes of downtime if I feel like the patient needs extra attention.Scenario-based examples for patient care, teamwork & communicationWith questions that start with What would you do if you want to use stories from similar past experiences or quickly plan
how you feel you would react in this situation. Its important to use the STAR method here as a way to structure your answer. This is when you respond by identifying the Situation, explaining your Task, stating your Answer, and sharing the Result. We give a few samples below.Sample question: Tell me about a time you displayed teamwork in front of
a patient.Sample answer:A new nurse became flustered while setting up an IV pump for a patient who needed antibiotics. [Situation] She came out of the room to ask for help. [Task] I went in and hung the bags correctly while programming the pump. I let the nurse see what I was doing so she could learn, and I made small talk with the patient and
his family the whole time because they seemed nervous about what was going on. [Action]. I felt this was a great demonstration of teamwork because I was able to communicate with the other nurse, calmly teaching her how to administer the IV, while also showing leadership and capabilities to the patient. [Result]Sample question: What would you do
if a critically ill patient isnt responding to the treatment hes receiving while under your care?Sample answer:One time my patient hit his call light in the middle of the night because he was feeling short of breath. I got a set of vitals and saw his blood oxygen was in the 70s even though he was on four liters of oxygen. I called the charge nurse to report
this while running to get a non-rebreather mask, and then I called the respiratory team to evaluate him. Eventually the rapid response team was called, and the patient was rushed to ICU. Later that night the patients doctor contacted my charge nurse to commend me for quickly placing the patient on a non-rebreather. I learned from this experience
to address a patient need within my scope while simultaneously knowing which resources to call for help.Sample question: How would you change your communication style if a patient was not understanding you?Sample answer:When a patient doesnt understand something, I make sure to speak in short sentences with easy-to-understand words. For
instance, when Im scanning the medications a patient is about to take, I use the shorter, more familiar brand name for the meds and I dont go into details unless the patient asks. Also, when a patient doesnt understand something that only the doctor can explain, I simply let the patient know when the doctor will next be in the room. Solving
communication problems with patients helps ease their anxiety.Sample question: How would you handle a conflict with a teammate?Use this type of question to describe your professionalism as well as your own personality. Craft an answer that proves you are easy to work with yet assertive and calm.Sample answer:I get along well with my co-
workers but when a conflict happens, its usually something like a doctor or nurse snapping at each other during a stressful situation. I was on the receiving end of a snippy remark once when several nurses, including me, were trying to hoist a large, confused man off the floor after he had fallen in the bathroom. It was easy to feel annoyed at the nurse
who spoke inappropriately to me, but after the incident was over, I simply thanked her for her help. This prompted her to apologize for her behavior, and all was well. Its important to realize that we can easily say things we dont mean when were in the middle of chaos, and then the situation can be resolved by showing grace and moving on.Interest-
in-the-job questionsThe interviewer really wants to know why you think you are a good fit for the role. Be honest without mentioning HR topics like compensation or benefits. Instead, focus on the type of unit you are applying to, the hours, camaraderie with teammates, and any other positive aspects that prompted you to apply in the first
place.Sample question: What interests you about this position?Sample answer:Im excited to work on a Med Surg unit and learn about a variety of surgeries and illnesses. I believe this job is a great opportunity to use my nursing skills in several different ways by learning how to spot potential surgical complications and taking care of different
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agreement temporarily ends a crisis in the succession of the Anglo-Norman kings.11011103: David the Builder takes over Kakheti and Hereti (now parts of Georgia).1102: King Coloman unites Hungary and Croatia under the Hungarian Crown.1102: Muslims conquer Seoro de Valencia.11031104: A church council is convened by King David the
Builder in Urbnisi to reorganize the Georgian Orthodox Church.1104: In the Battle of Ertsukhi, King David the Builder defeats an army of Seljuks.1104: King Jayawarsa of Kadiri (on Java) ascends to the throne.[citation needed]1106: Battle of Tinchebray.11071111: Sigurd I of Norway becomes the first Norwegian king to embark on a crusade to the
Holy Land. He fights in Lisbon and on various Mediterranean isles and helps the King of Jerusalem to take Sidon from the Muslims.1108: By the Treaty of Devol, signed in September, Bohemond I of Antioch has to submit to the Byzantine Empire, becoming the vassal of Alexius I.1109: On June 10, Bertrand of Toulouse captures the County of Tripoli
(northern Lebanon/western Syria).1109: In the Battle of Nako, Boleslaus III Wrymouth defeats the Pomeranians and re-establishes Polish access to the sea.1109: On August 24, in the Battle of Hundsfeld, Boleslaus III Wrymouth defeats Emperor Henry V of Germany and stops German expansion eastward.1111: On April 14, during Henry V's first
expedition to Rome, he is crowned Holy Roman Emperor.1113: Paramavishnulok is crowned as King Suryavarman II in Cambodia. He expands the Khmer Empire and builds Angkor Wat during the first half of the century. He establishes diplomatic relations with China.1115: The Georgian army occupies Rustavi in the war with the Muslims.1115: In
Java, King Kamesvara of Kadiri ascends to the throne. Janggala ceases to exist and comes under Kadiri domination, highly possible under royal marriage. During his reign, Mpu Dharmaja writes Kakawin Smaradahana, a eulogy for the king which become the inspiration for the Panji cycle tales, which spread across Southeast Asia.[1]1116: The
Byzantine army defeats the Turks at Philomelion.1116: Death of doa Jimena Daz, governor of Valencia from 1099 to 1102.c. 1119: The Knights Templar are founded to protect Christian pilgrims in Jerusalem.A Black and White Photo of the 12th century Cuenca Cathedral (built from 1182 to 1270) in Cuenca, Spain1120: On January 16, the Council of
Nablus, a council of ecclesiastic and secular lords in the crusader Kingdom of Jerusalem, establishes the first written laws for the kingdom.1120: On November 25, William Adelin, the only legitimate son of King Henry I of England, drowns in the White Ship Disaster, leading to a succession crisis which will bring down the Norman monarchy of
England.1121: On August 12, in the Battle of Didgori, the greatest military victory in Georgian history, King David the Builder with 45,000 Georgians, 15,000 Kipchak auxiliaries, 500 Alan mercenaries and 100 French Crusaders defeats a much larger Seljuk-led Muslim coalition army.1121: On December 25, St. Norbert and 29 companions make their
solemn vows in Premontre, France, establishing the Premonstratensian Order.1122: The Battle of Beroia (Modern-day Stara Zagora, Bulgaria) results in the disappearance of the Pechenegs Turkish tribe as an independent force.1122: On September 23, the Concordat of Worms (Pactum Calixtinum) is drawn up between Emperor Henry V and Pope
Calixtus II bringing an end to the first phase of the power struggle between the papacy and the Holy Roman Empire.1122: King David the Builder captures Thilisi and declares it the capital city of Georgia, ending 400 years of Arab rule.1123: The Jurchen dynasty of China forces Koryo (now Korea) to recognize their suzerainty.1124: In April or May,
David I is crowned King of the Scots.1125: On June 11, in the Battle of Azaz, the Crusader states, led by King Baldwin II of Jerusalem, defeat the Seljuk Turks.1125: In November, the Jurchens of the Jin dynasty declare war on the Song dynasty, beginning the JinSong wars.1125: Lothair of Supplinburg, duke of Saxony, is elected Holy Roman Emperor
instead of the nearest heir, Frederick of Swabia, beginning the great struggle between Guelphs and Ghibellines.1127: The Northern Song dynasty loses power over northern China to the Jin dynasty.1128: On June 24, the Kingdom of Portugal gains independence from the Kingdom of Len at the Battle of So Mamede; (recognised by Len in 1143).The
temple complex of Angkor Wat, built during the reign of Suryavarman II in Cambodia of the Khmer Era.11301180: 50-year drought in what is now the American Southwest.11301138: Papal schism, Pope Innocent II vs. Antipope Anacletus I1.1130: On March 26, Sigurd I of Norway dies. A golden era of 95 years comes to an end for Norway as civil wars
between the members of Harald Fairhair's family line rage for the remainder of the century.1130: On Christmas Day, Roger II is crowned King of Sicily, the royal title being bestowed on him by Antipope Anacletus I1.1132: The Southern Song dynasty establishes China's first permanent standing navy, although China had a long naval history prior. The
main admiral's office is at the port of Dinghai.11321183: the Chinese navy increases from a mere 3,000 to 52,000 marine soldiers stationed in 20 different squadrons. During this time, hundreds of treadmill-operated paddle wheel craft are assembled for the navy to fight the Jin dynasty in the north.1135: King Jayabaya of Kadiri ascends to the throne.
[2]11351154: The Anarchy takes place, during a period of civil war in England.1136: Suger begins rebuilding the abbey church at St Denis north of Paris, which is regarded as the first major Gothic building.1137: On July 22, the future King Louis VII of France marries Eleanor, the Duchess of Aquitaine.1138: On October 11, the 1138 Aleppo
earthquake devastates much of northern Syria.1139: in April, the Second Lateran Council ends the papal schism.1139: On July 5, in the Treaty of Mignano, Pope Innocent II confirms Roger II as King of Sicily, Duke of Apulia, and Prince of Capua and invests him with his titles.1139: On July 25, the Portuguese defeat the Almoravids led by Ali ibn Yusuf
in the Battle of Ourique; Prince Afonso Henriques is acclaimed King of Portugal by his soldiers.Averroes in a 14th-century painting by Andrea di Bonaiuto11401150: Collapse of the Ancestral Puebloan culture at Chaco Canyon (modern-day New Mexico).1141: The Treaty of Shaoxing ends the conflict between the Jin dynasty and Southern Song
dynasty, legally establishing the boundaries of the two countries and forcing the Song dynasty to renounce all claims to its former territories north of the Huai River. The treaty reduces the Southern Song into a quasi-tributary state of the Jurchen Jin dynasty.1143: Manuel I Komnenos is crowned as Byzantine emperor after the death of John II
Komnenos.1143: Afonso Henriques is proclaimed King of Portugal by the cortes.1143: The Treaty of Zamora recognizes Portuguese independence from the Kingdom of Len. Portugal also recognizes the suzerainty of the pope.1144: On December 24, Edessa falls to the Atabeg Zengi.11451148: The Second Crusade is launched in response to the fall of
the County of Edessa.1147: On October 25, the four-month-long Siege of Lisbon successfully brings the city under definitive Portuguese control, expelling the Moorish overlords.1147: A new Berber dynasty, the Almohads, led by Emir Abd al-Mu'min, takes North Africa from the Almoravides and soon invades the Iberian Peninsula. The Almohads began
as a religious movement to rid Islam of impurities.1147: The Wendish Crusade against the Polabian Slavs (or "Wends") in what is now northern and eastern Germany.1150: Ramon Berenguer IV, Count of Barcelona marries Petronilla, the Queen of Aragon.1151: The Treaty of Tudiln is signed by Alfonso VII of Len and Raymond Berengar IV, Count of
Barcelona, recognizing the Aragonese conquests south of the Jcar and the right to expand in and annex the Kingdom of Murcia.1153: The Treaty of Wallingford, ends the civil war between Empress Matilda and her cousin King Stephen of England fought over the English crown. Stephen acknowledges Matilda's son Henry of Anjou as heir.1153: The
First Treaty of Constance is signed between Emperor Frederick I and Pope Eugene III, by the terms of which, the emperor is to prevent any action by Manuel I Comnenus to reestablish the Byzantine Empire on Italian soil and to assist the pope against his enemies in revolt in Rome.1154: the Moroccan-born Muslim geographer Muhammad al-Idrisi
publishes his Geography.1154: On December 27, Henry II is crowned King of England at Westminster Abbey.1155: Pope Adrian IV grants overlordship of Ireland to Henry II of England in the bull Laudabiliter.1156: On June 18, the Treaty of Benevento is entered into by Pope Adrian IV and the Norman Kingdom of Sicily. After years of turbulent
relations, the popes finally settles down to peace with the Hauteville kings. The kingship of William I is recognized over all Sicily, Apulia, Calabria, Campania, and Capua. The tribute to the pope of 600 schifati agreed upon by Roger II in 1139 at Mignano is affirmed and another 400 shift is added for the new lands.1158: The Treaty of Sahagn ends the
war between Castile and Len.The Liuhe Pagoda of Hangzhou, China, 11651161: the Song dynasty Chinese navy, employing gunpowder bombs launched from trebuchets, defeats the enormous Jin dynasty navy in the East China Sea in the Battle of Tangdao and on the Yangtze River in the Battle of Caishi.1161: Kilij Arslan II, Sultan of Rum, makes
peace with the Byzantine Empire, recognizing the emperor's primacy.1161: In the siege of Ani, troops from the Kingdom of Georgia take control over the city, only to have it sold for the second time to the Shaddadids, a Kurdish dynasty.1162: Genghis Khan, the founder of the Mongol Empire, is born as Temjin in present-day Mongolia.1163: The
Norwegian Law of Succession takes effect.11651182: Tensions and disputes between the Pagan Empire and the Kingdom of Polonnaruwa causes the Sinhalese under Parakramabahu the Great to raid Burma.1168: King Valdemar I of Denmark conquers Arkona on the Island of Rgen, the strongest pagan fortress and temple in northern Europe.1169:
Political disputes within the Pandya Empire sparks the decade-long Pandyan Civil War.1169: On May 1, the Norman invasion of Ireland begins. Richard fitzGilbert de Clare ('Strongbow') allies with the exiled Irish chief, Dermot MacMurrough, to help him recover his kingdom of Leinster.The defense of the Carroccio during the battle of Legnano (1176)
by Amos Cassioli (18321891)1170: The Treaty of Sahagn is signed by Alfonso VIII of Castile and Alfonso II of Aragon. Based on the terms of the accord, Alfonso VIII agrees to provide Alfonso II with three hostages, to be used as tribute payments owed by Ibn Mardan of Valencia and Murcia.1170: On December 29, Thomas Becket is murdered in
Canterbury Cathedral.1171: Saladin deposes the last Fatimid Caliph Al-'id and establishes the Ayyubid dynasty.1171: On November 11, Henry II of England lands in Ireland to assert his claim as Lord of Ireland.1172: The Pandyan city of Madurai is sacked by the Sinhalese army due to an attempt to drive off the rival throne claimant, Kulasekara
Pandyan.1173: Sinhalese king Parakramabahu the Great gains a decisive victory by invading the Chola Empire as an ally of the Pandyas in the Pandyan Civil War.1174: On July 12, William I of Scotland is captured by the English in the Battle of Alnwick. He accepts the feudal overlordship of the English crown and pays ceremonial allegiance at
York.1175: Hnen Shnin (Genk) founds the Jdo sh (Pure Land) sect of Buddhism.1175: The Treaty of Windsor is signed by King Henry II of England and the High King of Ireland, Ruaidr Ua Conchobair.1176: On May 29, Frederick Barbarossa's forces are defeated in the Battle of Legnano by the Lombard League which results in the emperor's
acknowledgment of the pope's sovereignty over the Papal States and Alexander acknowledging the emperor's overlordship of the imperial Church.1176: On September 17, The Battle of Myriokephalon (Myriocephalum; Turkish: Miryakefalon Sava) is fought between the Byzantine Empire and the Seljuk Turks in Phrygia. It is a serious reversal for the
Byzantine forces and will be the final, unsuccessful, effort by the Byzantines to recover the interior of Anatolia from the Seljuk Turks.1177: The Treaty or Peace of Venice is signed by the papacy and its allies, and Frederick I, Holy Roman Emperor. The Norman Kingdom of Sicily also participates in negotiations and the treaty thereby determines the
political course of all of Italy for the next several years.1178: Chinese writer Zhou Qufei, a Guangzhou customs officer, writes of an island far west in the Indian Ocean (possibly Madagascar), from where people with skin "as black as lacquer" and with frizzy hair were captured and purchased as slaves by Arab merchants.1179: The Treaty of Cazola
(Cazorla) is signed by Alfonso II of Aragon and Alfonso VIII of Castile, dividing Andalusia into separate zones of conquest for the two kingdoms, so that the work of the Reconquista would not be stymied by internecine feuding.1180: The Portuguese Navy defeats a Muslim fleet off the coast of Cape Espichel.11801185: the Genpei War in Japan.1181:
Parakramabahu the Great conducts a large-scale raid on Burma, after a ship transporting a Sinhalese princess to the Khmer Empire is attacked by Burmese naval fleets.1182: Religious reformations of Theravada Buddhism in Pagan Burma under the patronage of Narapatisithu are continued with the end of the Polonnaruwa-Pagan War.1182: Revolt of
the people of Constantinople against the Latins, whom they massacre, proclaiming Andronicus I Comnenus as co-emperor.1183: On January 25, the final Peace of Constance between Frederick Barbarossa, the pope and the Lombard towns is signed, confirming the Peace of Venice of 1177.1183: On September 24, Andronicus I Comnenus has his
nephew Alexius II Comnenus strangled.1184: On March 24, Queen Tamar, King of Georgia, accedes to the throne as sole ruler after reigning with her father, George III, for six years.1184: Diet of Pentecost organised by Emperor Frederick I in Mainz.1185: The Uprising of Asen and Peter against the Byzantine Empire leads to the restoration of the
Bulgarian Empire.1185: Andronicus I Comnenus is deposed and, on September 12, executed as a result of the Norman massacre of the Greeks of Thessalonika.1185: The cathedral school (Katedralskolan) in Lund, Sweden, is founded. The school is the oldest in northern Europe and one of the oldest in all of Europe.1185: Beginning in this year the
Kamakura shogunate deprives the emperor of Japan of political power.1186: On January 27, the future Holy Roman Emperor Henry VI marries Constance of Sicily, the heiress to the Sicilian throne.1187: On July 4, in the Battle of Hattin, Saladin defeats the king of Jerusalem.1187: In August, the Swedish royal and commercial center Sigtuna is
attacked by raiders from Karelia, Couronia, and/or Estonia.[3]1188: The Riah were introduced into the Habt and south of Tetouan by the Almohad caliph, Abu Yusuf Yaqub al-Mansur, and Jochem and Acem were introduced in Tamesna.[4]1189: On September 3, Richard I is crowned King of England at Westminster.1189: On November 11, William II of
Sicily dies and is succeeded by his illegitimate cousin Tancred, Count of Lecce instead of Constance.11891192: The Third Crusade is an attempt by European leaders to wrest the Holy Land from Saladin.Richard I of England, or Richard the Lionheart.1190: On June 10, Emperor Frederick Barbarossa drowns in the River Salef, leaving the Crusader
army under the command of the rivals Philip II of France and Richard I of England, which ultimately leads to the dissolution of the army.1191: Holy Roman Emperor Henry VI attacked the Kingdom of Sicily from May to August but fails and withdrawn, with Empress Constance captured (released 1192).1191: On September 7, Saladin is defeated by
Richard I of England at the Battle of Arsuf.1192: In April, Isabella I begins her reign as Christian Queen of the Kingdom of Jerusalem1192: In the Battle of Jaffa, King Richard the Lionheart defeats Saladin.1192: In June, the Treaty of Ramla is signed by Saladin and Richard Lionheart. Under the terms of the agreement, Jerusalem will remain under
Muslim control. However, the city will be open to Christian pilgrims. The Latin Kingdom is reduced to a coastal strip that extends from Tyre to Jaffa.1192: Minamoto no Yoritomo is appointed Sei-i Taishgun, "barbarian-subduing great general"”, shgun for short, the first military dictator to bear this title.1192: Sultan Shahbuddin Muhammad Ghori
establishes the first Muslim empire in India for 14 years (11921206) by defeating Prithviraj Chauhan.1193: Nalanda, the great Indian Buddhist educational centre, is destroyed.1194: Emperor Henry VI conquers the Kingdom of Sicily.1195: On June 16, the struggle of Shamqori. Georgian forces annihilate the army of Abu Baqgar.1198: The brethren of
the Crusader hospital in Acre are raised to a military order of knights, the Teutonic Knights, formally known as the Order of the Knights of the Hospital of St. Mary of the Teutons in Jerusalem.1199: Pope Innocent III writes to Kaloyan, inviting him to unite the Bulgarian Church with the Roman Catholic Church.1200: Construction begins on the Grand
Village of the Natchez near Natchez, Mississippi. This ceremonial center for the Natchez people is occupied and built until the early 17th century.[5]Eastern Hemisphere at the end of the 12th centuryChina is under the Northern Song dynasty. Early in the century, Zhang Zeduan paints Along the River During the Qingming Festival. It will later end up
in the Palace Museum, Beijing.In southeast Asia, there is conflict between the Khmer Empire and the Champa. Angkor Wat is built under the Hindu king Suryavarman II. By the end of the century, the Buddhist Jayavarman VII becomes the ruler.Japan is in its Heian period. The Chj-jinbutsu-giga is made and attributed to Toba Sj. It ends up at the Kzan-
ji, Kyoto.In Oceania, the Tui Tonga Empire expands to a much greater area.Europe undergoes the Renaissance of the 12th century. The blast furnace for the smelting of cast iron is imported from China, appearing around Lapphyttan, Sweden, as early as 1150.Alexander Neckam is the first European to document the mariner's compass, first
documented by Shen Kuo during the previous century.Christian humanism becomes a self-conscious philosophical tendency in Europe. Christianity is also introduced to Estonia, Finland, and Karelia.The first medieval universities are founded. Pierre Abelard teaches.Middle English begins to develop, and literacy begins to spread outside the Church
throughout Europe.[6] In addition, churchmen are increasingly willing to take on secular roles. By the end of the century, at least a third of England's bishops also act as royal judges in secular matters.[7]The Ars antiqua period in the history of the medieval music of Western Europe begins.The earliest recorded miracle play is performed in Dunstable,
England.Gothic architecture and trouvre music begin in France.During the middle of the century, the Cappella Palatina is built in Palermo, Sicily, and the Madrid Skylitzes manuscript illustrates the Synopsis of Histories by John Skylitzes.Fire and plague insurance first become available in Iceland, and the first documented outbreaks of influenza there
happens.The medieval state of Serbia is formed by Stefan Nemanja and then continued by the Nemanji dynasty.By the end of the century, both the Capetian dynasty and the House of Anjou are relying primarily on mercenaries in their militaries. Paid soldiers are available year-round, unlike knights who expected certain periods off to maintain their
manor lifestyles.[8]In India, Hoysala architecture reaches its peak.In the Middle East, the icon of Theotokos of Vladimir is painted probably in Constantinople. Everything but the faces will later be retouched, and the icon will go to the Tretyakov Gallery of Moscow.The Georgian poet Shota Rustaveli composes his epic poem The Knight in the Panther's
Skin.Shahab al-Din Suhrawardi founds his "school of illumination".In North Africa, the kasbah of Marrakesh is built, including the city gate Bab Agnaou and the Koutoubia mosque.In sub-Saharan Africa, Kente cloth is first woven.In France, the first piedfort coins were minted.The city of Tula burns down, marking the end of the Toltec Empireln West
Africa the Ife Empire is established.See also: Timeline of historic inventions 12th century1104: The Venice Arsenal of Venice, Italy, is founded. It employed some 16,000 people for the mass production of sailing ships in large assembly lines, hundreds of years before the Industrial Revolution.1106: Finished building of Gelati.1107: The Chinese
engineer Wu Deren combines the mechanical compass vehicle of the south-pointing chariot with the distance-measuring odometer device.1111: The Chinese Donglin Academy is founded.1165: The Liuhe Pagoda of Hangzhou, China, is built.1170: The Roman Catholic notion of Purgatory is defined.[9]1185: First record of windmills.Wikimedia
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(links | edit)1135 (links | edit)1204 (links | edit)View (previous 50 | next 50) (20 | 50 | 100 | 250 | 500)Retrieved from " WhatLinksHere/12th century" Nursing Interview Questions Guide By: Lisa Fields Monster.com suggests getting very specific and breaks the “strengths” answer into three possible categories:Knowledge-Based Strengths: Computer
skills, languages, training others, technical abilitiesTransferable Skills: Organization, problem-solving, communication stylePersonal Traits: Hard-working, team player, trustworthy, calm under pressureFor nursing applicants, specifically, our experts said they’re typically looking for strengths like flexibility, a team player, extremely organized,
multitasking, leadership abilities, creative problem-solving, an excellent communicator, or curiosity about learning new things.Once you’ve identified your particular strengths, you’ll want to give an example of how you’ve used each at work. If you're new to nursing, you might discuss lessons you learned from a previous experience during clinicals, as
a patient care tech, or as a nursing assistant.If you've worked in your field for a while, give a more specific response. For example, here’s the type of response you could give if you wanted to call out a knowledge-based strength: “I provide family-centered care in a variety of low- and high-stress situations.”You could also say that one of your strengths
is the value you place on the patient experience within the organization, and then provide more details with an example.Example Response for Nursing StrengthsI’d list my top three strengths as:* Organization: I take meticulous notes and feel proper communication and detailed checklists are the best ways to keep ahead of tasks and be as prepared
as possible for potential curveballs throughout the day.+ Calm under pressure: I've been known to handle crisis very well. One time I was faced with a very difficult patient who was being verbally abusive and refusing to take any pain medication. He refused to let me inspect where he was saying he was feeling pain.I decided that the best way to
handle this was to be assertive and informative. I told him that we were going to do everything possible to make him comfortable, and to help determine the problem. I told him he was in excellent hands, and I explained that in order for us to help him, I was going to need to examine his pelvic region, that I was experienced and had done five of them
that day. I also told him I would walk him through each step of my exam, so he could feel more comfortable along the way. I feel it was my calm, assertive demeaner, as well as respecting his nervous apprehension that helped get both of us through his exam.* And blood draws: I've been told I'm a master. I can always find a vein and have a nice way of
putting patients at ease, so they barely feel a thing.(Scroll down to see how to answer the “Strengths and Weaknesses” question when asked together)What NOT to Do When Discussing Your Nursing Strengths in an InterviewTip #1: Don’t brag.You’ll want to come across as confident and proud, but not as though you’re bragging. Declaring your
strengths can often be tricky, especially if you're modest. But a job interview is the time to be assertive while maintaining a level of humility and relatability.For example, this is proud:Today, I was able to provide family-centered care to my patient, his wife, and their children by teaching them about dietary choices they can make as a family that will
best support my patient with his new diabetes diagnosis.But this is boastful:I'm the leader in family-centered care. This is the only way nurses should be practicing, especially in high-stress situations. If your teams aren’t doing this, I’d be happy to teach them.Tip #2: Don’t use personal experiences as qualifying factors.Having once had a grandmother
in the ICU doesn’t make you a top candidate for a role as an ICU nurse. Nor does having children make you a great school nurse. This kind of declaration will turn off your interviewer because parenting a child and caring for patients are two very different responsibilities, and one doesn’t prepare you for the other.How to Discuss Your Weaknesses in a
Nursing InterviewMost people you meet won’t ask you to point out your shortcomings in everyday conversation, but on job interviews, it’s a standard topic. Fortunately, your interviewer won’t expect you to be too hard on yourself. Everyone has something they’'re great at and something they’re trying to improve upon, and these areas of improvement
are the types of “weaknesses” you can mention in your interview. Monster.com suggests you state the professional weakness but emphasize the positive and add your solution for overcoming this shortcoming — because all weaknesses are opportunities for growth.Any time you mention a weakness, it’s wise to mention what you’re actively doing to



overcome the hurdle. This shows that you're eager to grow professionally and you’re solutions-oriented, which should make you an attractive candidate. This also will show your interviewer that you have the mindset to be willing to learn and change.Examples of common nursing weaknesses our experts say they hear include:Paying too much attention
to detailWanting to do everything at onceSpending too long on paperworkHaving a lack of clinical experience (for new grads)Example Response for Nursing Weaknessesl'd say I've been known to spend too long writing patient notes. On the one hand, my notes are thorough. However, I'm working on ways to better manage my time. In fact, I've
recently started using a digital transcription program that allows me to be more efficient.What NOT to Do When Discussing Your Nursing Weaknesses in an InterviewTip #1: Don’t speak poorly of yourself.Although your interviewer may ask you to share some of your weaknesses, she isn’t asking you to ruin your chances of getting the job. You
shouldn’t admit to being late to your shift regularly or spending time gossiping instead of looking after patients. You also shouldn’t admit to fears that would flag you as someone who wouldn’t be a good addition to the team.For example, you’ll want to avoid saying that:You're scared to work with certain types of patients.You dislike handling bodily
fluids.You try to avoid confrontation or stressful situations at all costs.Tip #2: Don’t blame others.Once you identify a weakness, own up to it. It only makes you look bad if you blame someone on your team or management.Tip #3: Don’t skip your plan of action.You’ll want to focus on the positive and how you’re working on growing to address the
shortcoming.Finally, it’'s important that you play along when answering this question. Some people may not want to point out their faults, so they may describe their strengths and then say, “I have no weaknesses.” But if you do this, you’ll risk sounding pompous or, at the very least, not too self-aware. So, take this prep time to consider what career
skills you’d like to improve and form a positive, professional response to this classic question.Other Examples of Common Nursing Interview Questions and AnswersLet’s quickly cover some extra topics that you might be asked in a nursing interview. We’ve pulled together some example questions and answers you can use to plan your own
responses.Getting-to-know-you questionsYour potential employer wants to hear details about you to get a sense of your background and personality. Focus on just you. There’s no need to mention kids, family, or relationship status.Sample question: Tell me a little bit about yourself and your goals as a nurse.Sample answer:I've worked for two years as
an RN at XYZ Medical Facility, specializing in neurology. During clinicals I developed a strong interest in neurology because I found the science challenging and found the patients and their families inspiring. I'd like to expand my knowledge of neuro, perhaps by pursuing a master’s degree or attending specialized conferences where I can learn more
about handling stroke and dementia complications. My ability to stay calm fits well with this specialization, too, especially with dementia patients. In fact, my supervisor recently gave me a shout-out during our shift huddle by mentioning how I showed patience while feeding a difficult dementia patient who was experiencing visual hallucinations.use
the STAR method here as a way to structure your answer. This is when you respond by identifying the Situation, explaining your Task, stating your Answer, and sharing the Result. We give a few samples below.Sample question: Tell me about a time you displayed teamwork in front of a patient.Sample answer:A new nurse became flustered while
setting up an IV pump for a patient who needed antibiotics. [Situation] She came out of the room to ask for help. [Task] I went in and hung the bags correctly while programming the pump. I let the nurse see what I was doing so she could learn, and I made small talk with the patient and his family the whole time because they seemed nervous about
what was going on. [Action]. I felt this was a great demonstration of teamwork because I was able to communicate with the other nurse, calmly teaching her how to administer the IV, while also showing leadership and capabilities to the patient. [Result]Sample question: What would you do if a critically ill patient isn’t responding to the treatment he’s
receiving while under your care?Sample answer:One time my patient hit his call light in the middle of the night because he was feeling short of breath. I got a set of vitals and saw his blood oxygen was in the 70s even though he was on four liters of oxygen. I called the charge nurse to report this while running to get a non-rebreather mask, and then I
called the respiratory team to evaluate him. Eventually the rapid response team was called, and the patient was rushed to ICU. Later that night the patient’s doctor contacted my charge nurse to commend me for quickly placing the patient on a non-rebreather. I learned from this experience to address a patient need within my scope while
simultaneously knowing which resources to call for help.Sample question: How would you change your communication style if a patient was not understanding you?Sample answer:When a patient doesn’t understand something, I make sure to speak in short sentences with easy-to-understand words. For instance, when I'm scanning the medications a
patient is about to take, I use the shorter, more familiar brand name for the meds and I don’t go into details unless the patient asks. Also, when a patient doesn’t understand something that only the doctor can explain, I simply let the patient know when the doctor will next be in the room. Solving communication problems with patients helps ease their
anxiety.Sample question: How would you handle a conflict with a teammate?Use this type of question to describe your professionalism as well as your own personality. Craft an answer that proves you are easy to work with yet assertive and calm.Sample answer:I get along well with my co-workers but when a conflict happens, it’s usually something
like a doctor or nurse snapping at each other during a stressful situation. I was on the receiving end of a snippy remark once when several nurses, including me, were trying to hoist a large, confused man off the floor after he had fallen in the bathroom. It was easy to feel annoyed at the nurse who spoke inappropriately to me, but after the incident
was over, I simply thanked her for her help. This prompted her to apologize for her behavior, and all was well. It’s important to realize that we can easily say things we don’t mean when we’re in the middle of chaos, and then the situation can be resolved by showing grace and moving on.Interest-in-the-job questionsThe interviewer really wants to
know why you think you are a good fit for the role. Be honest without mentioning HR topics like compensation or benefits. Instead, focus on the type of unit you are applying to, the hours, camaraderie with teammates, and any other positive aspects that prompted you to apply in the first place.Sample question: What interests you about this position?
Sample answer:I'm excited to work on a Med Surg unit and learn about a variety of surgeries and illnesses. I believe this job is a great opportunity to use my nursing skills in several different ways by learning how to spot potential surgical complications and taking care of different processes like drips, drains, and mobility needs. I also prefer night
shifts, so I look forward to possibly joining this team.Whether you’'re a nursing student, recent graduate, or seasoned pro learn how Berxi can help you and protect your new career with flexible malpractice insurance. Holly Kline, RN, BSN, nurse and writerStacy Doyle, PhD, RN, MBA, NEA-BC, FACHE, vice president of Ambulatory Services in the
Department of Patient Care Services at Children’s Mercy Kansas City, and a member of the Society of Pediatric Nursesnortonrsx Last updated on Feb 29, 2024. Originally published on Feb 14, 2019. More: The views expressed in this article are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect those of Berxi™ or Berkshire Hathaway Specialty
Insurance Company. This article (subject to change without notice) is for informational purposes only, and does not constitute professional advice. Click here to read our full disclaimer The product descriptions provided here are only brief summaries and may be changed without notice. The full coverage terms and details, including limitations and
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