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Apple finally updated its App Store guidelines to allow global developers to host retro game emulators on iOS. Now, you dont need to jailbreak your iPhone or download any sketchy software you can get a sophisticated emulator right in the palm of your hand for free on the App Store. No one is more vindicated by this shift in Apples policy than Riley
Testut, the developer who made GBA4iOS about a decade ago when he was in high school (when he released GBA4iOS, I showed half of my AP Statistics class how to play Pokmon on their phones during class sorry, Mr. Cinelli). But back then, you had to sideload the app through a loophole, and eventually, Apple caught on and ruined our fun. By fall
2014, GBA4iOS was dead. RIP. But things have changed a lot since 2014, and since its launch, Delta has been downloaded 3.8 million times, and two weeks after its launch, its still topping the app store charts. Its surreal how good the reception has been, and how many people are playing it, he said in an interview with TechCrunch detailing the apps
history and development. This is the app Ive been working on for 10 years. So why the change of heart now, almost 10 years later? Its probably a mixture of pressure from changing laws in the European Union, as well as increasing pressure for Apple to at leasttry to stop acting like a monopoly. Now, at long last, Testut has released a Game Boy
emulator directly into the iOS App Store, where it has already climbed to No. 1 on the entertainment charts, as well as the free app charts generally. Delta, the emulator, even supports DS, N64, SNES and NES games, in addition to Game Boy Color and Game Boy Advance games. If you want to finally play Pokmon on your iPhone, heres what you need
to do: Download Delta. No jailbreaking! No sideloading! Its finally just a normal app! Now, how do you get games? This is where it gets tricky. If youre a Paladin-esque rule follower, you can use a tool like Epilogues GB Operator, which can rip .ROM files directly from the Game Boy games that you already own. But maybe you dont have the Pokmon
Emerald cartridge that your parents bought for you when you were nine years old. While downloading an emulator like Delta is not illegal, downloading .ROM files can be considered piracy, which is not a practice that we condone. On a completely unrelated note: You know how sometimes when you have a question, you search for related communities
on Reddit that might help you answer that question? So, now that you have legally obtained your .ROM file, how do you get it onto your phone? You can put it on Google Drive and add it to your iPhones files folder, you can email it to yourself and download it basically you just want to do whatever is easiest for you to get that coveted .GBA file at your
fingertips. Note that only certain file types are supported by GBA4iOS. If you got your game in a .ZIP or .7Z file, you need to actually unzip it first. I used the iZip app also free in the App Store but this sort of thing is generally more straightforward if you just download it on your computer. Now, when you open Delta, youll see a plus sign in the upper-
right corner. From there, you can import your games from iTunes or your files folder. Time to party! Maybe you just want to play a classic game from your youth. But dont sleep on ROM hacking communities, which have been modding retro games for decades. These developers can create professional-quality patches for your .ROM files that transport
you into completely new games (but you probably want to do the patching on an actual computer). If youre bored of Pokmon Ruby, why not try Pokmon Emerald Rogue? Now that Delta is in the App Store, the world is your Cloyster. Techcrunch event San Francisco | October 27-29, 2025 Apple changes App Store rules to allow retro game emulators
globallyApple pulls a Game Boy emulator for App Store violations, but says game emulators are allowed The Pokmon games has been popular all over the world since its birth, and its enduring charm has attracted generations of players. Although Nintendo has officially launched some Pokmon mobile games on the App Store, for players who want to
relive classic works on platforms such as Game Boy, Game Boy Advance or Nintendo DS, emulators have become a viable option.Follow to learn some available Pokmon emulator for iPhone or iPad from App Store!We mainly introduce Pokmon game emulators that can be used for GBA, GB, GBC series. And for safety reasons, all recommended
emulators can be downloaded directly from the Apple Store. The emulators introduced are basically free to download, but some have in-app purchases, you can choose according to your needs.If the game you want to play is from the Nintendo 3DS and Nintendo Switch series (such as Platinum, BlackWhite, XY, Legends:Arceus, etc.), we also have
related blogs to introduce them, you can click the link to jump directly. How to Play Pokmon Games on iPhone/iPad: To play Pokmon Red and Blue on an iPhone, you generally need a Game Boy emulator app, like Delta, and a legitimate copy of the game ROM.1.Download and install an emulator (like Delta) on your iPhone.2.Download the ROM file for
the Pokemon game you prefer. You should obtain legal ROM file of your own.3.Ensure to save the ROM file on iPhone's File app and unzip it.4.Launch the Emulator app and tap to import the ROM file.5.Choose the unzipped game file from your iPhone and tap 'Open'.6.Now you can play Pokmon game on your iPhone.If you are looking for a Pokmon
emulator for iPhone, you are in luck there is plenty to choose from. To ensure the safety of playing Pokmon games on your iPhone or iPad, we will mainly recommend you 8 ios emulators for Pokmon, which can be download at App Store now .EmulatorPriceSupported Pokmon GamesKey FeaturesGood ReviewBad ReviewDeltaFreeGBC, GBA, NDS (e.g.,
FireRed, Diamond)Multi-platform support, AirPlay, quick save/load, cheat codesIntuitive UI, TV casting, stable performance.Imprecise touch controls, occasional freezes during fast-forward, lacks rewind feature.LuckyFreeGBA (e.g., Emerald)Landscape/portrait modes, gamepad support, audio adjustment, widget shortcutsFlexible controls, lightweight
design, customizable audio.Intermittent music, collects location data, occasional screen-freezing bugs.RetroArchFreeGBA, NDS, SNESMulti-core support, RetroAchievements, CRT shadersVersatile for hardcore players, advanced button mapping, cross-platform sync.Complex UlI, steep learning curve, overwhelming for casual users.iGBAFree
(ads)GBA, GBC (e.g., Ruby)Lightweight, AirPlay, customizable controlsSimple interface, easy setup, AirPlay compatibility.Excessive ads, audio malfunctions, plagiarism controversy (cloned from GBA4iOS).SameBoyFreeGB, GBC (e.g., Gold)Accurate emulation, haptic feedback, Game Boy Camera supportHigh precision for GB/GBC, multiple screen
filters, controller compatibility. ROM import issues, accidental save/load triggers due to swipe gestures.Folium$4.993DS, DS (e.g., Sun/Moon)Multi-controller support, optimized for newer iPhonesSmooth 3DS gameplay on newer devices, open-source compatibility.Frequent crashes, poor button layout, lacks JIT support and emulator
settings.ProvenanceFree3DS, DS (e.g., X/Y)Free 3DS emulation, community-driven updatesCost-effective for 3DS titles, regular updates from community.Slow performance, buggy Ul, poor screen layout, unstable TV connectivity.Manic EMUFree 3DS, NDS (e.g., X/Y)3DS emulation, theme customization, multiplayer supportSmooth 3DS gameplay,
controller compatibility, cheat code support.Freezes causing progress loss, audio stuttering, lacks performance customization. Note : Some apps may not be downloaded due to regional reasons. Please change to another emulator.Delta is one of the most popular emulators on the iPhone and iPad. The successor of the GBA4iOS emulator, Delta is an
all-in-one emulator for iOS. It allows you to emulate many Nintendo systems. You can now download it on App Store.Delta can play games from Gameboy, Gameboy Advance, Nintendo 64, and Super Nintendo. This makes it one of the best emulators to use if you wish to play old-school Pokmon games. Delta also has some amazing features like Cloud
sync, save states, cheat codes, and controller support. This is the ultimate Nintendo and Pokmon Emulator for iOS.Also, based on use, this pokemon emulator is the best one. If you don't know which one to choose, then it's should be your priority.Lucky - GBA Game Emulatoris a powerful and user-friendly emulator dedicated to Game Boy Advance
(GBA) enthusiasts, built on the foundation of open-source contributions. It allows seamless import of ROM files, supports both portrait and landscape modes (with an enlarged interface for easier controls in landscape), and offers game acceleration to breeze through slower sections.Released in 2024 and updated most recently in April2025, Lucky
requires i0S15.0 or later. While Lucky excels in simplicity and GBA-specific optimization, its reliance on subscriptions might deter some users.In my experience, Lucky delivers smooth emulation with minimal hiccups, making it a top choice for nostalgic gamers.RetroArch is a versatile, open-source frontend/framework that supports a wide range of
emulators, game engines, video games, media players, and other applications. It is entirely free and ad-free, making it an appealing choice for both casual and dedicated users. Now, you can feel free to download it and play your Pokmon games from Nintendo DS, Game Boy/Color, and GBA.The core functionality of RetroArch is facilitated through
libretro cores, which are modular emulator and game engine implementations. These cores enable RetroArch to emulate a vast array of classic systems, from the Atari 2600 to the PlayStation 2, allowing users to enjoy a comprehensive library of retro games.Additionally, RetroArch supports advanced features such as real-time rewinding, shaders,
netplay, and run-ahead, which enhance the gaming experience.If your Apple system is still 12, 13, or 14, then RetroArch is very suitable for you. It is suitable for systems iOS 12.0 or later.iGBA is a lightweight and intuitive emulator designed for seamless playback ofGame Boy (GB), Game Boy Color (GBC), andGame Boy Advance (GBA)titles. Built for
simplicity and performance, it boasts a minimalist interface that prioritizes ease of use while offering deep customizationfrom adjustable touch controls and color filters to AirPlay support for big-screen gaming. Features like auto-save, frame skipping, and a playtime counter cater to both casual players and completionists.Updated in May2025, iGBA
continues receiving active tweaks, but bear in mind some users allege it duplicated GBA4iOSs and rushed to AppStore firstso if you value originality as much as functionality, you may want to factor this debate into your decision.SameBoy is a robust, opensource GameBoy, GameBoy Color and Super GameBoy emulator that nails authenticity with the
worlds most accurate emulation core. You get save states with intuitive gesture controls, fastforward, rewind and slowmotion playback, plus rumble even in titles without an official Rumble Pak. It even emulates the GameBoy Camera and Printer, and lets you play right on your Apple Watch. Customize your experience with a suite of scaling filters,
interface themes, motioncontrol emulation, cheatcode support, and MFi/PlayStation/Switch/Xbox controller compatibilitywithout any ads or tracking. Updated as recently as May2025, the developer continues to refine SameBoy, though its AppStore presence is modest, so you wont find many reviews; in practice, however, its feature set feels complete
and reliable for serious retro fans.Folium is a cutting-edge game emulator designed to bring your favorite classic games to life on modern devices. With Folium, you can effortlessly play a variety of beloved titles, including Pokmon games and other Game Boy Advance (GBA) classics. This versatile emulator supports a wide range of gaming formats,
ensuring that you can enjoy a nostalgic gaming experience with ease.It can be download on App Store now, so play Pokmon games on your iPhone just need a tap on Download. However, it needs $4.99 to download with no in-app purchase. Note : Folium does not provide any games or system files, these must be provided by the user. Emulation may
be slow on older devices depending on the console or handheld emulated.Provenance app is a powerhouse multi-console emulator designed for retro gaming enthusiasts, supporting 11+ Nintendo systems from classics like the NES, GBA, and Game Boy to niche platforms like the Virtual Boy and Pokmon mini. Its standout feature is broad
compatibility, seamlessly handling 3DS, DS, N64, and Super Nintendo titles in one app.Launched on the AppStore in 2025 (previously available via AltStore), it requires i0S16.0 or later. At 1.9GB, its installation footprint is notably larger than most other emulators (which typically range from tens to a few hundred megabytes), so expect a longer
download and slightly more storage usage. Manic EMU - 3DS Game Emulator is a versatile retro gaming hub supporting Nintendo 3DS, DS, GBA, GBC, and GB platforms. It offers unlimited manual/auto-saves (50 slots), 5x gameplay speed, and a cheat code library for tailored playthroughs.Enhance immersion with retro visual filters, customizable
skins, and landscape mode. Capture highlights via its screenshot tool and optimize controls with custom shortcuts. Ideal for nostalgic gamers seeking multi-system compatibility and flexible gameplay tweaks.It is a newly released emulator launched in 2025 and currently supports iPhones running iOS 15 or later. The good news is the developer has
been actively updating the app since its release. However, you should be aware that occasional bugs may occur.There are already a few Pokmon games on the App Store to try as well. However, they play nothing like the main titles but are fun and great for killing time. They are also free, so there is no reason not to try them.Pokmon GoPokmon Go is a
mobile game for iOS and Android devices. It utilizes AR technology and smartphones with a GPS to find, capture, and train Pokmon. Because of the augmented reality ability, the Pokmons appear to be in the player's actual world location. The game is completely free to play; it has already been downloaded over 500 million times. It continues to add
new features and Pokmon.Pokmon QuestPokmon Quest is an adorable mobile game where all of your favorite Pokmon have been transformed into cute cubed shapes. You can build a base with fun decorations but also have little gameplay enhancements. Pokmon Quest has easy controls for quick and pleasant battles. On the island, you'll need the
assistance of your Pokmon companions. When wild Pokmon appear, your Pokmon will fight desperately and defeat them one by one.Pokmon Masters ExPokmon Masters Ex is a 3vs3 battle game. In this free-to-play mobile game, you can hatch eggs to get new Pokmon for your character. Not only are you able to collect Pokmon, but you will be able to
team up with other trainers as well. You will team up with them and their Pokmon to unlock more devastating attacks and even more story missions. This game may not be as full-fledged as the main Pokmon games, but it does have a story that you can progress through.Have you ever wanted to play your games on your phone on a much bigger
screen? Or let your friends watch you play without them hovering over you?AirDroid Cast allows you to screen share your iPhone screen to a PC. It is great for game-streaming your screen along with the audio to another device. This creates an experience that is out of this world. It is also easy to set up as well. It should take no longer than a few
minutes to get everything sorted.Here is how to play Pokmon on iPhone and then cast it on your PC.Step 1.Download and install the Airdroid Cast on both platforms (PC and Mobile Device).Step 2.Connect them to the same Wi-Fi network.Step 3.Input the Cast Code or scan your OR code onto your mobile device.Step 4.Start casting, then allow any
request for casting on your PC.Step 5.Another menu will pop up on your mobile device. Select AirDroid Cast and hit Start Broadcast.If everything is set up correctly you should see your phone screen that play Pokmon games on your PC. Now enjoy your time.In short, a Pokmon emulator for iPhone is safe and legal to install on your device. Learning
how to play Pokmon on iPhone/iPad, no jailbreak included is easy to do so. And with AirDroid Cast, you can play it on your PC. This will make the experience even better, you can share your screen with others and play on a bigger screen. Can Emulators Save Anytime? Most emulators have save states built in. This allows you to pick exactly where you
left off. However, there are a limited amount of slots to do so. Can I Use A Controller? This depends on the emulator. It is very possible to use a controller, even for a Gameboy game, but only if the emulator supports it. Do Emulators Have Input Lag? This can be a common problem. Emulators aren't perfect and it is because of how the software works.
However, the input lag is hard to notice most of the time. Sometimes you will have to find the best emulator for you that has less input lag. How to Play Pokemon Red and Blue on iPhone? To play Pokmon Red and Blue on an iPhone, you generally need a Game Boy emulator app, like Delta, and a legitimate copy of the game ROM. Download and install
Delta emulator on your iPhone. Download the ROM file for the Pokemon Red and Blue game. You should obtain legal ROM file of your own. Ensure to save the ROM file on iPhone's File app and unzip it. Launch the Delta app and tap to import the ROM file. Choose the unzipped game file from your iPhone and tap 'Open'. Now you can play Pokmon Red
and Blue game on your iPhone. Did the news of the Delta Emulator release for iOS on the Apples App Store excite you as a Pokemon fan? Well, youre not alone! For several years, Pokemon enthusiasts have been eagerly awaiting this opportunity to play ROM hacks on their iOS devices. With the release of Delta Emulator, which I considered the best
GBA emulators for iOS, a whole new world of possibilities has opened up for accessing classic games on iOS devices. Now, this guide will show you how to play Pokemon ROM hacks on your iOS device with Delta Emulator. Keep on reading. An iOS device (iPhone or iPad) The Delta Emulator A clean Pokemon game base ROM file (These are the files
with the extension of .gbc, .gba, or .nds) Your chosen Pokemon rom hack patch file (These are the files with the extension of .ips, .ups, .bps, or xdelta) A patching software (We use ROM Patcher JS) Please take note of the legal gray area of ROMs and emulation. If you want to play Pokemon ROM hacks, you must own the original base ROM of the
Pokemon game. Its illegal to share ROM files; its considered piracy. Here at Pokemoncoders, we only share patches for Pokemon ROM hacks, not the ROM files themselves. Patching a ROM hack to its base ROM is a crucial and time-consuming step in the process. Unfortunately, many people tend to avoid this task, which is why some individuals
prefer opting for the prepatched versions instead of doing the process. But this is the safest and ethical way of playing Pokemon rom hacks on your iOS device with the Delta emulator. So, keep on reading to proceed. Please note: In this tutorial, we will be using a patching tool known as ROM Patcher JS. The great advantage of this tool is that it is
browser-based. This means that you can use it on any device, such as iPhones, Androids, iPads, Windows computers, and Macs. Head over to ROM Patcher JS website. In the ROM file section, click on Choose File. Browse and select your ROM file. Please note that the appearance of the image below may vary depending on your device. In this tutorial,
I will demonstrate the patching process using my iPhone and a FireRed squirrels rom. In the Patch file section, click on Choose File and browse to your patch file location. In this tutorial, Im patching for the game Pokemon Sword and Shield Ultimate GBA with the extension of .ups. Click Apply Patch to begin the patching process. Within few seconds,
the patch will be successfully applied, and you will be able to download the patched file. Rename the downloaded file to a recognizable name. In this example, I renamed the file to Sword-Shield-ultimate.gba. Important: Some ROM hacks require a specific ROM base version. For instance, Pokemon Sword and Shield Ultimate GBA requires a FireRed
Squirrels version to patch correctly. Open your Delta emulator and click on the + icon, browse to the patched file and click Open. Finally, select your game from the list to start playing. If the patching process was successful and everything has been done correctly, the game should start without any issues, just like in the screenshot below. Playing
Pokemon rom hacks is extremely enjoyable and fortunately, there are hundreds of rom hacks available to choose from. The good news is that we can now enjoy these games on iPhone or iPad devices. To legally play these games on iOS with the Delta emulator, patching is necessary. As long as you own the ROM base file, there shouldnt be any issues.
If you have questions or suggestions related to this guide, feel free to leave them in the comment section below. Looking to stop doomscrolling and start catching Pokemon instead? Weve got the best Pokemon Emulators for iPhone that you can download today and start battling and exploring with right away!If youre already a Retro Dodo reader, then
Im going to assume that you, like us, are mad about all things Pokemon. When we first started Dodo, there werent that many iPhone emulators around, and now there are so many that dont even require you to do the dreaded jailbreak!Thanks to certified alternative App Stores and web apps, that dodgy business is a thing of the past, and there are
some great choices out there for you to take Pika with you to work meetings or for heading back to Johto while on the bus.But which are the best Pokemon emulators for iPhone, and which is our favourite of the group?Weve got 7 of the best for you below. They all emulate different consoles, so be sure to check out the full list to see which programs
youll need to play everything from the DMG to the Wii.PLEASE NOTE This article is purely for educational, scientific, and knowledge-enhancingpurposes only and should be treated in the same way as a legendary scroll or that dissertation you once spent ages writing. Retro Dodo does not condone illegal downloading or sharing of ROMS, or any other
shady activities that might get anyone (namely us) into trouble with Nintendo or the Pokemon Company. Please check the legality of ROM downloading in your area and always follow government guidelines on internet safety and copyright laws.1. Deltalf youre looking for the Number 1 Pokemon emulator for iPhone, then its got to be Delta.This
program has some ace features, including console skins to make it feel like youre actually playing your favourite handheld, and its available to download on the official Apple App Store!Delta emulates games from the DMG, GBC, GBA, SNES, and N64. That means Pokemon Red, Pokemon Emerald, Pokemon Snap theyre all here!Dont worry about
leaving your phone on constant charge for days just to keep your progress either. The emulator allows you to make save states and sync with the cloud. You can also use cheats to get ahead if youre struggling! You can even download your own custom skins for it too its the gift that keeps on giving!2. ProvenanceProvenance, like RetroArch below, is an
emulator that does a little bit of everything, and it does it very well! Its also super easy to download and use too, and like Delta, theres no need to do any dodgy business by jailbreaking your phone and essentially voiding any warranty.If youve got the AltStore already from downloading Delta, then you can also download and try out Provenance, an
emulator I love because of its incredibly tidy menus system that, as you can see from the picture above, is very satisfying.If you prefer your mobile gaming with external controllers, then dont worry as Provenance will allow you to take your thumbs off the screen and keep them on joysticks where they belong!3. RetroArchRetroArch, the reliable
legend, takes the 3rd place in this list of the best Pokemon emulators for iPhone. Theres a reason that RetroArch crops up in every one of our emulator lists. Its one of the most versatile programs out there as it emulates multiple consoles from different franchises.Were talking PS1, Sega Mega Drive, GBA the works! It does this by using cores. I know
you thought it was some kind of video game voodoo, but its much more simple than that. Cores are essentially digital recreations of the innards of a console. RetroArch is like the world hub for these cores, technically making it an emulator emulator. Are you still with me?If youre looking to play old-school Pokemon Red, then Gambatte is the core to go
for. If its Pokemon Sapphire, then try the GBSP and mGBA cores.4. DolphiniOSOK, so I couldnt find a good picture of Pokemon running on DolphiniOS, so I asked Totodile and Torchic to step in and help me out. DolphiniOS brings even more games into the fold by providing us with GameCube and Wii Pokemon games to tackle.Be warned though; youll
need a pretty new iPhone if you want to play more advanced games like Pokemon Colosseum. Its recommended that you use a phone with an A9 processor or higher to cope with the sheer power of bigger titles.Still, if you fancy getting stuck into some of the newer Pokemon titles, then this is definitely one to add to your collection.5. Game Play
ColorGame Play Color could well be one of the simplest emulators to run as it doesnt actually require you to download anything or jailbreak your phone. You can still add to home screen to make sure that you have easy access to Game Play Color, but theres no downloading.Its essentially a web app that youll open and run from your chosen browser,
and its super simple to play game carts stored in your Google Drive. The emulator suppports games for the DMG and GBC and runs very well, making it perfect for heading into Kanto and Johto both online and offline!6. Happy ChickLike RetroArch, Happy Chick can recreate multiple systems virtually. A lot of people place it on the same pedestal as
Delta these days, especially for how easy it is to set up and use. In my opinion, Delta just works better, but Happy Chick does have all the same features such as save states and cloud syncing, allowing you to pick up where you left off on multiple devices.With no jailbreaking needed and minimal effort on your part, its a no-brainer if youre bored of
Delta and are looking for a change! Check out our article on Are Emulators Legal for more info about emulator downloading and the rules around it! The easiest way to play Pokemon on your iPhone is to use an emulator. Basically, its an app that lets you run software (in this case a Pokemon game) on your mobile device. If anything, its pretty
straightforward. You just have to install the right emulator for your game.As you may be aware, however, Apple doesnt allow emulators on the App Store. So where do you download them? How do you get the games? Dont worry, well be going over all of the answers belowso be sure to keep reading!Using Emulators to Play Pokemon On Your iPhonel.
Using GBA4IOSGBAIOS is one of the best emulators out there. Not only is it great for GBA games, but you can also use it to play GB and GBC games. There are many additional features as well. For example, you can use cheat codes, save states, and controller skins. Not only that, but it also comes with dropbox support and multiplayer support. First
things first, you want to head on over to gbadiosapp.com. Select Download from the top and you should see a link for GBA4iOS 2.1. Click on it and a pop-up will appear. Tap Install and itll install the emulator on your phone.Next, tap on the app. Itll ask whether or not you want to open the application. Click Continue on the right-hand side to
proceed.*If the emulator doesnt open, you may need to change the date on your phone. To do that, go to Settings, select General and tap on Date & Time. Set the date so that its sometime before February 19th, 2014. Once youve done that, open the emulator again. With a bit of luck, it should start working.**If that doesnt work, you may need to fiddle
with the settings a bit more. Go to General and select Profile & Device Management. Scroll down and click on Acme, Inc. under ENTERPRISE APP. On the next screen, tap Trust Acme, Inc.. That should fix the problem.For those who already have a ROM of the Pokemon game, you can upload it to the emulator by clicking on the Settings icon at the top
left-hand corner of the screen. Thatll let you send it over via Dropbox.If you dont have the ROM yet, dont worry you can download it directly from the emulator. Click on the + icon on the top right-hand corner of the screen and scroll down to P (make sure to select the ALL tab to see all the games). You should see the Pokemon game that youre looking
for. Tap on Download once you see the prompt and youre good to go. You should be able to play the game right away.2. Using Happy ChickHappy Chick is great in that it emulates more than a dozen different gaming systems. You can use it to play PSP, GBA, GBC, NES, SCNES, NDS games, and more. Not only that, but you can also back up your
games to the cloud. That way, you wont have to worry about losing any progress.Start by going to xia0ji001.com. Click on the Download button at the middle of the screen and click the link under Method 2. A pop-up will appear asking if you want to download from the link. Click Ok and youll be brought to another screen. There should be two green
buttons Install HappyChick Link#1 and Install HappyChick Link#2.Click on any of them and a pop-up will appear. Tap on Install again and the download will begin. Next, go to General under Settings and select Device Management. Click on Trust ski Internet service co., LTD to enable the emulator on your phone.Once youve done that, open the
Happy Chick app. Make sure to enable location services, otherwise, it wont work properly.To download the game, click on the search bar at the top of the screen and type in Pokemon. You should see the game that youre looking for in the search results. To download it to the emulator, tap on the blue Get button on the right-hand side. A couple of pop-
ups will appear, one of which will have a blue Download button. Tap on it and select Method two from the menu and the game will begin to install.Once the game is installed, the blue Download button will turn into an orange Play button. Tap on it and youll be able to play the game!3. Using DeltaDelta is another emulator that supports a variety of
consoles including GBA, GB, GBC, NES, SNES, NDS, and more. It also comes with many features including split-screen support, multi-player support, and cloud syncing. The only requirement is that you must be using iOS 10 or higher. To install the emulator, go to emus4udownload.org on Safari. Scroll down and click on the Download Emus4U
button. A pop-up will come up asking if youd like to download a configuration profile. Tap Allow that will download the profile to your phone.Once youve done that, go into Settings. Tap on General and select VPN & Device Management. At the bottom under Downloaded Profile, you should see Emus4u Installer. Tap on Install in the subsequent window
and the app will appear on your home screen.From there, open the Emus4U app. Select Emulators from the top and search for Delta. Once its come up, tap on the Get button. Another pop-up window will appear. Tap on the Install button again and Delta will be downloaded to your home screen. Like before, youll have to enable the profile in VPN &
Device Management.In terms of adding the Pokemon game, there are three ways that you can do it. For starters, you can download it from the built-in Delta browser. Simply type Pokemon into the search bar and you should see a link to download the file. Once its downloaded, select Open with and choose Delta emulator from the dropdown
menu.Alternatively, you can download the ROM from your computer. Once youve got the file, you can transfer it to the app via iTunes. Simply click and drag the file into the Delta emulator window (make sure to tap on the Apps tab at the top). From there, you can open the ROM with the emulator just set the source as iTunes.If you want, you can also
sync your iPhone to Google Drive or DropBox (assuming that the ROM is already there). The emulator will automatically detect and download the file once its open.4. Using Game Play ColorGame Play Color, as you can probably guess, allows you to play GB and GBC games on your phone. What sets it apart from other emulators? Itll automatically
identify cover art thats stored with your ROM and display it like a virtual library. You wont have to worry about losing progress in your game either as itll remember your save state.To install Game Play Color, open their website on Safari. Scroll down and tap on the Play Now button. Youll be brought to another screen, which will have the instructions.
Basically, what you want to do is tap on the share button in your browser. From there, select the Add to Home Screen option.A pop-up window will come up. Tap on Add at the top right-hand corner of the screen and a Game Play icon will appear on your home screen. Open the app and itll prompt you to sign in to your Google Drive account. Youll then
be given an access code, which will allow you to sync the two accounts.Assuming that you already have the Pokemon ROM on Google Drive, itll automatically appear on the screen. Simply tap on it and youll be able to play the game.Note: Unlike other emulators, theres no way to download ROMS directly from the app. You must download them from
your computer and transfer them over via Google Drive.5. Using EclipseEclipse is a multi-emulator that comes with GBA, GBC, GB, NES, SNES, GG, and SMS support. And unlike other emulators, its web-based this allows you to use it on any device, not just your iPhone. Not only that, but because its web-based, you wont have to worry about losing
your save to a revoke! All you have to do is go to their website eclipseemu.me. Tap on the red Get button and youll be brought to another page where you can set it up. Simply tap Setup Eclipse thatll allow you to customize the app; youll be able to choose the display mode (fill screen, aspect ratio) as well as the skin. From there, all you have to do is
agree to their terms and conditions.Youll know everything has been configured successfully when you see the words, Setup Complete. Close the window when youre finished and youll be able to add games by clicking on the + icon at the top right-hand corner. There are a few different options you can either upload the game from a URL or add it from
a repo, Dropbox, or Google Drive.Once youve added the game, itll automatically appear in your library. From there, all you have to do is tap on the cover art to begin the game!6. Using iNDSINDS is a third-party emulator app that lets you play Nintendo DS games on your iPhone. Originally, it was only available for jailbroken devices but now, anyone
can use it. The only requirement is that you must be running iOS 7+.Go to their Github page and download the iNDS Emulator IPA file. Once its installed, open Settings and select the VPN & Device Management option. Find the iNDS Emulator profile, tap on it, and click on Trust in the subsequent pop-up window.Next, open up the app you can
download your Pokemon game from the built-in browser. Just tap on the search bar, type in the game of the name, and you should see it on the screen. From there, all you have to do is give it a tap and itll automatically be added to the emulator.If the game that youre looking for doesnt show up, you may need to download an external ROM. From
there, you can transfer it to the emulator via Dropbox or iTunes.7. Using Provenance emulatorProvenance is great for those who want to play ROMs for GBA, GBC, SG, and GG. You can save and load games at any point in time, customize the on-screen controller, alternate between portrait and landscape orientation, and more. Thats not all, you can
also create your own game map and game controls. You can download the Provenance IPA file from here. Youll also need Altstore- itll let you sideload the emulator app to your device.Once youve installed Altstore, tap on the + icon. Youll see a list of IPA files that are installed on your phone. Select Provenance, input your Apple ID and password and
itll begin the installation process. Once its finished, Provenance will appear as an icon on your home screen.To add your Pokemon game, open Safari and navigate to your preferred ROM site. Find the ROM that youre looking for and click on the download button. Make sure to select Open in Provenance. That way, the game will automatically start
once the download is finished.Alternatively, you can import them from Dropbox, Google Drive, or iCloud Drive. Simply navigate to the directory, tap on the ROM that youd like to add, and select the Copy to Provenance option.Where Can I Download External ROMs?There are several ROM sites that you can use including CoolROM, Retrostic,
Romsmania, Emuparadise, DopeROMs, Vimms Lair, and Gamulator. While theyre all different, the general process is the same simply type in the Pokemon game that youre looking for in the search bar and press enter. If they have it, itll come up in the results.Depending on the site, there may be a countdown timer on the download page. If thats the
case, just wait for it to reach zero.If for whatever reason, the ROM doesnt end up working, you may want to try downloading the same ROM from a different site. Sometimes files get corrupt and you need a new ROM altogether. Skip to main content Reddit and its partners use cookies and similar technologies to provide you with a better experience.
By accepting all cookies, you agree to our use of cookies to deliver and maintain our services and site, improve the quality of Reddit, personalize Reddit content and advertising, and measure the effectiveness of advertising. By rejecting non-essential cookies, Reddit may still use certain cookies to ensure the proper functionality of our platform. For
more information, please see our Cookie Notice and our Privacy Policy. Pokemon games have been a staple of the gaming world since their inception in the late 90s. These games, originally designed for handheld consoles like the Game Boy, have evolved over time and are now available on various platforms. However, for those who want to relive the
nostalgia of playing the original Pokemon games on their iPhone or iPad, emulation is the way to go. This tutorial will guide you through the process of emulating Pokemon games on your iOS devices using two popular emulators: AfterPlay and Delta.Before We Begin: A Note on Legality and SafetyWhile emulating itself isnt illegal, downloading
copyrighted game files (ROMs) can be. Make sure you own a physical copy of the game you intend to emulate and obtain the ROMs through legal means. Additionally, be cautious about downloading emulators from untrusted sources. Stick to the reputable options mentioned in this guide to avoid malware and security risks. AfterPlay is a cloud-based
gaming service that allows you to play a variety of games, including Pokmon titles, directly from your browser without the need for downloads or installations. Heres how to use it:Open Safari on your iPhone or iPad and navigate toafterplay.io.Once the website loads, add it to your home screen for easy access.Download the ROM files of the Pokemon
games you want to play from a trusted source. Be sure to respect copyright laws when doing so.Save the downloaded ROMs to your iPhones files.Open AfterPlay from your home screen.Tap the three horizontal lines in the top left corner.Tap the+ Add Game button.Select the console that you want to add a game for.Tap theSelect File button.Navigate
to, and select, the Pokemon game that you want to play.AfterPlay also supports features like fast-forward, save states, and cheats forsupported games.No Downloads Required: Since its cloud-based, theres no need to sideload anything.Ease of Use: Simple and user-friendly interface.Legal and Safe: AfterPlay operates within legal boundaries, making it
a safer option compared to traditional emulators.Delta is an emulator for iOS that supports a range of game systems, including Nintendo Game Boy, Game Boy Advance, and more. It allows you to play Pokmon games by loading ROMs onto your device.If you need a more in-depth tutorial on how to install AltStore and Delta, follow this guide.Download
Delta: Delta is not available on the App Store, so youll need to download it from a third-party source like AltStore.Install AltStore: Visit the AltStore website on your computer, download AltStore, and follow the instructions to install it on your iOS device.Install Delta Through AltStore: Once AltStore is installed, use it to search for and install Delta on
your iPhone or iPad. Obtain Pokmon ROMs: You need to have the ROM files for the Pokmon games you want to play. Remember, downloading ROMs for games you do not own is illegal.Load ROMs onto Delta: Transfer the ROM files to your device and open them with Delta to start playing.Wide Range of Supported Systems: Play games from various
consoles, not just Pokmon titles.Customizable Controls: Tailor the on-screen controls to your preference.Offline Play: Once ROMs are loaded, no internet connection is needed.Before downloading any ROMs, be sure to verify that you have the legal right to play them. Owning a physical copy of the game typically grants you the right to play a ROM
copy.When using AltStore or other third-party app installers, be cautious and only download apps from trusted sources.Make sure your iPhone or iPad has enough storage space to accommodate the games you want to play.A Bluetooth controller can enhance your emulation experience, especially for more complex games.These are just a few of the
many official Pokemon games available on the App Store, offering a variety of experiences for both casual and hardcore fans. Whether youre looking for a nostalgic trip down memory lane or a brand new adventure in the Pokemon world, theres sure to be a game thats perfect for you.Pokemon GO: The popular augmented reality game that lets you
catch Pokemon in the real world using your phones camera and GPS. Explore your surroundings, battle gyms, and team up with friends in raids to catch em all!Pokemon Quest: An action RPG with charming voxel graphics where you control a team of cube-shaped Pokemon to explore, battle, and collect ingredients. Craft powerful gear, cook delicious
meals to attract new Pokemon, and conquer the mysterious Tumblecube Island.Pokemon Cafe ReMix:A puzzle game where you match colorful icons to serve delicious treats to Pokemon customers. Solve puzzles, unlock new Pokemon and cafe ingredients, and create a thriving Pokemon cafe in this casual and addictive game.Pokemon Masters EX: A
gacha-based RPG where you team up with trainers and their famous Pokemon partners to battle your way through various challenges. Collect your favorite trainers and Pokemon, build powerful teams, and participate in cooperative events to earn rewards.Pokemon HOME: A cloud-based service where you can manage and trade your Pokemon across
different games.Pokemon UNITE:A free-to-play MOBA (multiplayer online battle arena) game where you team up with five other players to battle against another team of six Pokemon. Choose from a variety of iconic Pokemon with unique abilities and work together to score goals and claim victory!Emulating Pokmon games on your iPhone and iPad
offers a way to relive the classic Pokmon experience on a modern device. Whether you choose the cloud-based AfterPlay for its ease of use and legal safety or the more traditional emulator route with Delta for its versatility and offline play, both methods provide a gateway to the nostalgic world of Pokmon. Remember to respect legal boundaries when
sourcing game ROMs. For those looking for official Pokmon experiences, the App Stores offerings, while different from the main series, still capture the charm and fun of the Pokmon universe.Andrew Myrick is a freelance writer based on the East Coast of the US. He enjoys everything to do with technology, including tablets, smartphones, and
everything in between. Perhaps his favorite past-time is having a never-ending supply of different keyboards and gaming handhelds that end up collecting more dust than the consoles that are being emulated. Your iPhone can play retro games originally released for the Gameboy, Nintendo 64, and more, thanks to the Delta app. Here's how to get
started.Delta is a spiritual successor to the GBA4iOS app that originated as a project built by then-high school student Riley Testut. Apple never allowed emulation on iOS until regulations forced its hand, so now Delta has arrived officially on the App Store.Emulation software runs on the iPhone's CPU to simulate a game console so it can run game
ROMs. These ROMs, the Read Only Memory found in cartridges and discs, can only be legally obtained by pulling them from physical hardware.This guide is not going to tell you how to get ROMs for various systems. Applelnsider isn't Google, and you can't search for them here.Once you're in possession of a ROM, it is quite simple to get Delta up and
running, but the app is filled with many settings and menus. Here's what you need to know.Subscribe to Applelnsider on YouTubeWe're going to start this out with a pretty definitive statement. We've got multiple staffers using this, and we all think it's great fun. Delta is an incredibly easy and fun way to get started in emulation. Adding a ROM to
DeltaThere are two methods of adding ROMs to Delta. One is via a direct add from the iPhone's Files app, and the other is via Finder Sync on the Mac.You'll want to keep your ROMs in the Files app. When adding a new ROM to Delta, it's easiest to do so from the app by pressing the "+" in the top right corner.Select ROMs from within the file picker in
Deltalf, for whatever reason, your file is in a .zip file or other archive format, Delta should handle those files without issue. If an error occurs, try unarchiving the file. Apple's Files app can handle .zip usually, but other archive types will need a third-party app.The file you're looking for has a somewhat obvious file extension. It's .gbc for Gameboy color
or .n64 for Nintendo 64, for example.Delta lets you select more than one file to add at once. Select the ROMs you wish to add, then tap "Open."The games will join collections on separate pages depending on the console the ROM is for. Delta supports ROMs for NES, SNES, N64, Gameboy, Gameboy Advance, and Nintendo DS.Build your collection of
ROMs across Nintendo console generationsThe app has hidden beta support for Sega Genesis. Adding games for this console might populate the library, but Delta won't be able to launch these games yet.And if you add ROMs for unsupported systems like the original PlayStation, it could cause problems with the app's ability to load the library. Long
pressing is the only way to delete a game, but this action also plays a game launch preview in a window, which crashes the app for unsupported games.If you ever run into issues managing your Delta library, you can always manage the games from the Files app.Mac users that have game files available on their Mac can also sync the games to Delta
via the Files Sync function. The connected iPhone will show up in Finder, and Delta is a targetable location there.Obtaining and adding controller skinsThere is a dedicated website for finding basic skins for the Delta emulator. Simply navigate to skins4delta.com, select your console, and then pick a skin.Change how Delta looks for each consoleThe
skin is downloaded to the Files app. Open Delta and tap the "+" just like you'd add a new game. Select the downloaded controller skin, and it will automatically populate the app without any confirmation.To apply the skin as the default, tap the cog icon in the top left corner, select the desired controller under the "Controller Skins" section, then tap
the portrait or landscape image. This will open a scrollable list of available skins for the console in that orientation.After selecting a skin, it will act as the default controller skin for that console unless a specific skin is set for that particular game. This is an excellent option for games with specific control styles.If you have Street Fighter and want a
layout more friendly for fighting games but only for that game, long press the game and select "Change Controller Skin." For just that game going forward, that skin will be applied.There are some wild skins out there that take advantage of the fact the iPhone is a touch device, and buttons can go anywhere. The Nintendo DS is especially interesting
here because different skins can prioritize different displays.Remapping physical controller buttonsIf you've decided to use a physical controller like one from Backbone or GameSir, Delta has options for you as well. Skins don't appear when a controller is connected, so there's no falling back to touch, except for the DS bottom screen.Nintendo 64
games play best with a physical controllerThat can be an issue if you're playing a game and a controller doesn't necessarily have a "Start" button. Delta has some decent default configurations, but it is best to map buttons in a way that makes sense for you.To map your physical controller, tap the cog icon in the top left of Delta and select the
controller you wish to edit. The first controller you attach should be under "Player 1," then tap "Customize Controls."You'll be presented with the NES button layout at first. This and most of the other console buttons should be in the best configuration depending on your needs, but the Nintendo 64 is the one you'll definitely want to edit.Tap "NES" to
open a dropdown menu, then tap "N64." To remap a button, tap the desired button, then press the physical button on the controller to map it.Select the best button configuration for each consoleFor example, the "Z" button would be best set on the "L2" button for most controllers since it corresponds to where the "Z" button is in Zelda: Ocarina of
Time when navigating that game's options menu. The "A" and "B" buttons are actually in the incorrect configuration in the digital controller, so if you want them to match the real N64 controller, you will want to map those to the bottom and left-face buttons, respectively.The top and right buttons are unused on N64, so I mapped the top button to act
as the "Start" button since Backbone One doesn't have a proper "Start" button.Other Delta featuresDelta has a lot of other features that make it a powerful emulation tool. There's a built-in cheat tool for inputting Game Shark codes, and there's also multiplayer support.For example, it supports up to four game controllers, so plug your USB-C iPhone
into your TV and play split screen Goldeneye the old-fashioned way. No screen peeking!AirPlay to Apple TVIf you don't have a way to connect your iPhone directly to a TV or monitor, then AirPlay is your next best bet. This mode depends entirely on your local network and can introduce unwanted lag, but it works.AirPlay the top screen on the
Nintendo DS emulatorOther than blowing up a Gameboy game on the big screen or playing multiplayer, the AirPlay function serves another purpose. The Nintendo DS emulator will AirPlay only the top screen and keep the bottom screen active on your iPhone.That means you can keep your iPhone on a MagSafe dock while using a Bluetooth controller
to play Pokemon: Soul Silver on the big screen. And if you need the bottom screen, reach out and touch it on your iPhone for an excellent two-screen experience.Save States versus in-game savesOne of the most annoying things about older video games is worrying about saves. The worst feeling in the world is playing a little too long, accomplishing
hours of difficult challenges, only to have your battery die and lose your data because you forgot to manually save.Create Save States to relive your favorite moments in a gameThankfully, Delta solves this problem with modern features. Games operate as if they are in their original console, so manual saves still exist alongside another save option save
states.Save states are kind of like a screenshot of your game at that moment. Delta automatically creates save states periodically, and users can manually save states as well.If you want to relive an exciting movement from a game, create a new save state, then press and hold to lock it. That way, it won't ever be overwritten.If you're switching games
in Delta, don't wait for the game to boot up and pick your save data. Instead, hit the menu button, select "Load State," and tap the previous save state to jump straight to where you left off.Fast forward and button holdThere's a moment at the start of Zelda: Ocarina of Time where The Great Deku Tree talks to Navi, and she flies to your side. This
cutscene feels like it takes a millennia, but Delta luckily includes a fast-forward button that moves the game at 2x.Use cheats, fast forward, or hold buttons using Delta's toolsZip around and train your Pokemon in half the time, or get past a long, unskippable cutscene by using the fast-forward option in the Delta Menu. It's a game-changer.There's also
a handy Hold Buttons option for games that require you to, well, hold down a button. If you're always holding "B" to run or drive a kart, then make Delta do it instead.Delta SyncData portability with emulation has always felt like a bit of a hassle. Luckily Delta has a game save sync option that solves exactly that problem.Choose a syncing service to
keep ROMs and Save States in the cloudThere's no iCloud support, not yet anyway, but for now Delta uses Dropbox and Google Drive. Tap the cog in the top left corner, scroll all the way down to "Delta Sync," and tap "Service."Toggle on Syncing then select your desired service. If you have neither, then either choice is fine, as the free storage tier is
enough to hold many games and saves in the cloud.Once signed in, your games and save states will sync with Dropbox. It's a great backup solution but, more importantly, a syncing solution, as the name implies.While Delta is only available on iPhone today, it will likely eventually have iPad and Apple Vision Pro versions. It isn't clear if an Apple TV
version is feasible yet, and of course, that's up to the developer.The future of Delta and emulationWe already know that Delta will eventually support Sega Genesis games. Other consoles are also possible, but Riley Testut hasn't made any specific announcements.Play Gameboy Advance games with the Delta emulatorModern iPhones have amazing
chipsets that are many times more powerful than consoles from previous generations. There's a chance even a Gamecube emulator could make its way to iOS as long as it's considered retro enough by Apple and doesn't require technologies barred by the developer guidelines.Other consoles will be supported by different developers. There's already
word from PlayStation Portable emulator developer of PPSSPP that it could come to iOS.Delta has always been a fun development project to watch from afar since Apple didn't allow it to exist officially on the App Store. At least now it can be used by everyone, and the developer has even more reason to push the product further. You can emulate tons
of classic Pokmon games on your iPhone using Delta. Downloading ROMs for games you don't own is illegal and considered as piracy. The App Store also offers many Pokmon games such as Pokmon GO, Pokmon UNITE, and more. Whether you're a Pokmon enthusiast or you just want to revisit your childhood memories, immersing yourself in the
franchise's games is a fantastic way to unwind and have fun. Read along to find all the different kinds of Pokmon games you can play on your iPhone. Emulate Classic Pokmon Games on Your iPhone MakeUseOf"> Raghav Sethi/MakeUseOf Emulation is the way to go if you're eager to revisit your cherished childhood Pokmon games. Emulators let you
enjoy games from various consoles, such as the Game Boy Advance, Nintendo DS, and Nintendo 64. Among the several emulators available for iPhones, Delta stands out as an excellent choice because it supports emulation for all the Nintendo consoles we just talked about and is also readily available on the App Store. You can easily install and play
games using Delta by following these steps: Download: Delta (Free) Firstly, save the ROM file for a game you own in a directory using the Files app. You can extract your ROM files using a cartridge dumper like Epilogue's GB Operator. Go to Delta's App Store page and tap Get to install it on your iPhone. Open the app and tap the plus (+) icon in the
top-right corner. Tap Files, and locate the folder where you stored your ROM file. Tap the file to import it into Delta. Now, you should see the game being displayed along with its cover art in the app. Simply tap on it to launch the game. While you can use touch controls to play, connecting a controller to your iPhone should provide you with a vastly
superior experience. Using emulators to play games is within legal bounds; however, it's crucial to note that downloading and installing ROMs for games you don't own is strictly illegal. Unfortunately, if you want to play Nintendo DS games, you'll also have to provide your own BIOS files and import them into Delta. Follow these steps to do that: Open
Delta and tap the gear icon in the top-left corner. Scroll down and select Nintendo DS under Core Settings. Delta will ask you for three separate BIOS files. Tap their corresponding buttons and select the correct file from the Files app. Downloading and importing BIOS files for a console you don't own is illegal and constitutes piracy. After importing
the BIOS files, you just need to add the ROM file for the game you want to emulate, and then you can also play all your favorite Nintendo DS Pokmon games. Most of you are probably looking to revisit the classic Pokmon games above. But we also wanted to take a moment to acknowledge some of the other Pokmon games you can download directly
from the iOS App Store. Pokmon GO MakeUseOf"> Raghav Sethi/MakeUseOf Pokmon GO exploded onto the scene in 2016, snatching news headlines and reigniting a worldwide love for the Pokmon franchise. It's an augmented reality game that uses the camera on your iPhone to let you find Pokmon in the real world. You can collect over 900
Pokmon, compete in gym battles, and go head-to-head against Team Rocket grunts. Best of all, Pokmon GO incentivizes you to get outside, stay fit, and explore your local surroundings in search of the best Pokmon. Download: Pokmon GO (Free, in-app purchases available) Pokmon Masters EX MakeUseOf"> Raghav Sethi/MakeUseOf This game takes a
fresh approach to the Pokmon experience by having you collect various Pokmon trainers rather than the Pokmon themselves. Because each trainer is paired with a particular Pokmon already, you get a bit of both. Pokmon Masters is more episodic than the classic games, with a series of chapters to complete and occasional game-wide events. This
makes it easy to pick up and put down, but it certainly lacks the sense of adventure you probably expect from Pokmon games. Download: Pokmon Masters EX (Free, in-app purchases available) Pokmon Quest This cube-style Pokmon game encourages you to build the perfect team, carefully choosing the best moves and abilities to round out your
squad. It's a different kind of game than what you're probably used to with Pokmon, but that doesn't make it any less addictive. Collect a variety of items, decorate your base camp, and try to catch all 150 original Pokmon. It isn't difficult to sink a lot of hours into this game. Download: Pokmon Quest (Free, in-app purchases available) Pokmon UNITE
MakeUseOf"> Raghav Sethi/MakeUseOf Pokmon UNITE is all about multiplayer battles, allowing you to take part in team arena battles with four other trainers. You can battle wild Pokmon or opposing teams in a quest to level up, evolve, and score points. Each match runs on a 10-minute timer, during which time you need to gather energy by
defeating Pokmon, which you then bank by taking them to an enemy base. Download: Pokmon UNITE (Free, in-app purchases available) Whether you're reliving the nostalgic charm of classic Pokmon games through emulation on your iPhone or exploring newer titles directly from the App Store, there's a plethora of options to dive into the world of
Pokmon, so go ahead and catch 'em all! Your iPhone can play retro games originally released for the Gameboy, Nintendo 64, and more, thanks to the Delta app. Here's how to get started.Emulate old game consoles without needing the hardware with DeltaDelta is a spiritual successor to the GBA4iOS app that originated as a project built by then-high
school student Riley Testut. Apple never allowed emulation on iOS until regulations forced its hand, so now Delta has arrived officially on the App Store.Emulation software runs on the iPhone's CPU to simulate a game console so it can run game ROMs. These ROMs, the Read Only Memory found in cartridges and discs, can only be legally obtained by
pulling them from physical hardware.This guide is not going to tell you how to get ROMs for various systems. AppleInsider isn't Google, and you can't search for them here.Once you're in possession of a ROM, it is quite simple to get Delta up and running, but the app is filled with many settings and menus. Here's what you need to know.Subscribe to
Applelnsider on YouTubeWe're going to start this out with a pretty definitive statement. We've got multiple staffers using this, and we all think it's great fun. Delta is an incredibly easy and fun way to get started in emulation. Adding a ROM to DeltaThere are two methods of adding ROMs to Delta. One is via a direct add from the iPhone's Files app,
and the other is via Finder Sync on the Mac.You'll want to keep your ROMs in the Files app. When adding a new ROM to Delta, it's easiest to do so from the app by pressing the "+" in the top right corner.Select ROMs from within the file picker in Deltalf, for whatever reason, your file is in a .zip file or other archive format, Delta should handle those
files without issue. If an error occurs, try unarchiving the file. Apple's Files app can handle .zip usually, but other archive types will need a third-party app.The file you're looking for has a somewhat obvious file extension. It's .ghc for Gameboy color or .n64 for Nintendo 64, for example.Delta lets you select more than one file to add at once. Select the
ROMs you wish to add, then tap "Open."The games will join collections on separate pages depending on the console the ROM is for. Delta supports ROMs for NES, SNES, N64, Gameboy, Gameboy Advance, and Nintendo DS.Build your collection of ROMs across Nintendo console generationsThe app has hidden beta support for Sega Genesis. Adding
games for this console might populate the library, but Delta won't be able to launch these games -- yet.And if you add ROMs for unsupported systems like the original PlayStation, it could cause problems with the app's ability to load the library. Long pressing is the only way to delete a game, but this action also plays a game launch preview in a
window, which crashes the app for unsupported games.If you ever run into issues managing your Delta library, you can always manage the games from the Files app.Mac users that have game files available on their Mac can also sync the games to Delta via the Files Sync function. The connected iPhone will show up in Finder, and Delta is a targetable



location there.Obtaining and adding controller skinsThere is a dedicated website for finding basic skins for the Delta emulator. Simply navigate to skins4delta.com, select your console, and then pick a skin.Change how Delta looks for each consoleThe skin is downloaded to the Files app. Open Delta and tap the "+" just like you'd add a new game.
Select the downloaded controller skin, and it will automatically populate the app without any confirmation.To apply the skin as the default, tap the cog icon in the top left corner, select the desired controller under the "Controller Skins" section, then tap the portrait or landscape image. This will open a scrollable list of available skins for the console in
that orientation.After selecting a skin, it will act as the default controller skin for that console unless a specific skin is set for that particular game. This is an excellent option for games with specific control styles.If you have Street Fighter and want a layout more friendly for fighting games but only for that game, long press the game and select
"Change Controller Skin." For just that game going forward, that skin will be applied.There are some wild skins out there that take advantage of the fact the iPhone is a touch device, and buttons can go anywhere. The Nintendo DS is especially interesting here because different skins can prioritize different displays.Remapping physical controller
buttonslIf you've decided to use a physical controller like one from Backbone or GameSir, Delta has options for you as well. Skins don't appear when a controller is connected, so there's no falling back to touch, except for the DS bottom screen.Nintendo 64 games play best with a physical controllerThat can be an issue if you're playing a game and a
controller doesn't necessarily have a "Start" button. Delta has some decent default configurations, but it is best to map buttons in a way that makes sense for you.To map your physical controller, tap the cog icon in the top left of Delta and select the controller you wish to edit. The first controller you attach should be under "Player 1," then tap
"Customize Controls."You'll be presented with the NES button layout at first. This and most of the other console buttons should be in the best configuration depending on your needs, but the Nintendo 64 is the one you'll definitely want to edit.Tap "NES" to open a dropdown menu, then tap "N64." To remap a button, tap the desired button, then press
the physical button on the controller to map it.Select the best button configuration for each consoleFor example, the "Z" button would be best set on the "L2" button for most controllers since it corresponds to where the "Z" button is in Zelda: Ocarina of Time when navigating that game's options menu. The "A" and "B" buttons are actually in the
incorrect configuration in the digital controller, so if you want them to match the real N64 controller, you will want to map those to the bottom and left-face buttons, respectively.The top and right buttons are unused on N64, so I mapped the top button to act as the "Start" button since Backbone One doesn't have a proper "Start" button.Other Delta
featuresDelta has a lot of other features that make it a powerful emulation tool. There's a built-in cheat tool for inputting Game Shark codes, and there's also multiplayer support.For example, it supports up to four game controllers, so plug your USB-C iPhone into your TV and play split screen Goldeneye the old-fashioned way. No screen
peeking!AirPlay to Apple TVIf you don't have a way to connect your iPhone directly to a TV or monitor, then AirPlay is your next best bet. This mode depends entirely on your local network and can introduce unwanted lag, but it works.AirPlay the top screen on the Nintendo DS emulatorOther than blowing up a Gameboy game on the big screen or
playing multiplayer, the AirPlay function serves another purpose. The Nintendo DS emulator will AirPlay only the top screen and keep the bottom screen active on your iPhone.That means you can keep your iPhone on a MagSafe dock while using a Bluetooth controller to play Pokemon: Soul Silver on the big screen. And if you need the bottom screen,
reach out and touch it on your iPhone for an excellent two-screen experience.Save States versus in-game savesOne of the most annoying things about older video games is worrying about saves. The worst feeling in the world is playing a little too long, accomplishing hours of difficult challenges, only to have your battery die and lose your data because
you forgot to manually save.Create Save States to relive your favorite moments in a gameThankfully, Delta solves this problem with modern features. Games operate as if they are in their original console, so manual saves still exist alongside another save option -- save states.Save states are kind of like a screenshot of your game at that moment. Delta
automatically creates save states periodically, and users can manually save states as well.If you want to relive an exciting movement from a game, create a new save state, then press and hold to lock it. That way, it won't ever be overwritten.If you're switching games in Delta, don't wait for the game to boot up and pick your save data. Instead, hit the
menu button, select "Load State," and tap the previous save state to jump straight to where you left off.Fast forward and button holdThere's a moment at the start of Zelda: Ocarina of Time where The Great Deku Tree talks to Navi, and she flies to your side. This cutscene feels like it takes a millennia, but Delta luckily includes a fast-forward button
that moves the game at 2x.Use cheats, fast forward, or hold buttons using Delta's toolsZip around and train your Pokemon in half the time, or get past a long, unskippable cutscene by using the fast-forward option in the Delta Menu. It's a game-changer.There's also a handy Hold Buttons option for games that require you to, well, hold down a button. If
you're always holding "B" to run or drive a kart, then make Delta do it instead.Delta SyncData portability with emulation has always felt like a bit of a hassle. Luckily Delta has a game save sync option that solves exactly that problem.Choose a syncing service to keep ROMs and Save States in the cloudThere's no iCloud support, not yet anyway, but for
now Delta uses Dropbox and Google Drive. Tap the cog in the top left corner, scroll all the way down to "Delta Sync," and tap "Service."Toggle on Syncing then select your desired service. If you have neither, then either choice is fine, as the free storage tier is enough to hold many games and saves in the cloud.Once signed in, your games and save
states will sync with Dropbox. It's a great backup solution but, more importantly, a syncing solution, as the name implies.While Delta is only available on iPhone today, it will likely eventually have iPad and Apple Vision Pro versions. It isn't clear if an Apple TV version is feasible yet, and of course, that's up to the developer.The future of Delta and
emulationWe already know that Delta will eventually support Sega Genesis games. Other consoles are also possible, but Riley Testut hasn't made any specific announcements.Play Gameboy Advance games with the Delta emulatorModern iPhones have amazing chipsets that are many times more powerful than consoles from previous generations.
There's a chance even a Gamecube emulator could make its way to iOS -- as long as it's considered retro enough by Apple and doesn't require technologies barred by the developer guidelines.Other consoles will be supported by different developers. There's already word from PlayStation Portable emulator developer of PPSSPP that it could come to
iOS.Delta has always been a fun development project to watch from afar since Apple didn't allow it to exist officially on the App Store. At least now it can be used by everyone, and the developer has even more reason to push the product further. Read on Applelnsider
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