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Skip to content Children's reading listsFrom classic tales to the most spectacular of space adventures, these books will beat boredom and inspire young readers aged 6 to 8. And with so many to choose from, the fun need never stopLet us know what you think of these recommendations. Is there anything youd like to see more of on the website? Send
any suggestions to: childrenseditor@penguin.co.ukHome Reading lists for KS2 school pupils Year 6 reading list for children aged 10-11 Our top 50 books for Year 6, selected by teachers and librarians. Are you looking for a storybook for the classroom, the library, or your childs collection, or choosing titles for a class reading list, or a curriculum spine
of year 6 books? The following list contains 50 titles for children aged 10-11 in KS2 of primary school, suitable for individual reading, paired reading, class teaching, and book clubs. These reading for pleasure recommendations for 10-year-old pupils consist of a variety of fiction and nonfiction books for all ability ranges and interests. The books in this
list are reviewed termly and include middle-grade novels and stories by Jamila Gavin, Michael Rosen, Onjali Rauf, Jasbinder Bilan, David Almond, Lara Williamson, JRR Tolkien, Michelle Magorian, Maz Evans, Zizou Corder, Nina Bawden and more.Books for Year 6 children aged 10-11As an Amazon Associate schoolreadinglist.co.uk earns from
qualifying purchases. Set in the village of Velp the Netherlands during the WW2 Nazi occupation, Resist follows teenage Edda as she feels compelled to help the resistance in the face of oppressive control, arrests and starvation. Based on the experiences of Audrey Hepburn, this is a thought-provoking read, and an ideal text to discuss with Year 6
classes studying WW2, the Holocaust and Anne Frank. Full of warmth, empathy, emotion and determination, Resist is a fast-moving and gripping page-turner that will inspire upper KS2 readers to read more historical fiction. Historical This enchanting novel-length fairy tale draws on traditional elements to spin an unforgettable and richly woven story
of magic, danger, and adventure. While Rumaysa searches for her long-lost parents, a carriage appears to take her to see the Queen of Bishnara. But all is not as it seems, and winged beasts and witches await. Split into three parts with beautiful illustrations and 17 short chapters overall, this is a terrific book for children in Year 6 to read aloud and
discuss over the course of 8 or 9 weeks. Fairy tale Xanthe loves spending time with her grandmother in her cityscape paradise rooftop garden. But as she begins to lose her memory, Xanthe discovers a way to put together her grandmothers remarkable life with the help of an enigmatic cat. This compelling novel spans continents and cultures to
examine themes of home, family, and being a refugee. Highly recommended. Read our full review. Family | Refugees The end of Year 5 through to the end of primary school is told through fragments of life in this unique verse story. Accessible, powerful, and highly relatable, Year 6 children will empathise with Nate and the challenges he faces at
home, his struggles with bullying at school, and deciphering what really matters between the ages of 10 and 11. Highly recommended. Featured as our fiction book of the month for September 2023. Verse story While Valentines former top spy mum and one-time supervillain dad divorce, a growing evil lurks in the form of an Evil Overlord who wants
to take over the world. Will Valentine be able to save us all from certain doom? The addictive fast-paced and funny plot will keep readers mesmerised. Previously featured as our fiction book of the month. Thriller | Series Never, ever fall asleep in this fast-paced and mysterious horror thriller! When Lance sets foot in the Crater Lake activity centre,
little does he realise what awaits him and his friends. Will they be able to stop aliens in time before they brainwash all their teachers and classmates? A cracking creepy page-turner for independent readers. Horror | Adventure Feeling lonely and isolated on a school trip on the edge of a marsh, Jodie hears the sound of a barking dog. As she sets off to
find it, the tide comes in and she finds herself trapped. Will she be able to find a way to safety, and is the rumour that the marshes are haunted true? Jodie is a memorable and atmospheric middle-grade ghost story. A moving shorter text for less confident readers. Highly recommended. Ghost story Jack is out of control, getting into trouble at school
and pushing boundaries. He thinks his mum doesnt notice until she invites him to join her on a surprise work trip, unexpectedly adventuring deep into the rainforest where real danger exists around every corner. Can Jack adjust and see what really matters in life? Covering themes of gang peer pressure, loss of a parent, attention-seeking behaviour
and bravado, Wild is a book with bite perfect for book club discussion and use as an impetus for creative writing. Environment | Grief Narrated in the first person by Ahmet, a nine-year-old Syrian refugee, this story follows how he copes with life in London, and how he plans to find the family he left behind. A masterpiece of empathy with situations
and storylines that children will relate to, this is an excellent book to spark discussion, hot seating, and creative writing in Year 6 literacy and English lessons. Diverse The gloriously atmospheric and enigmatic quest story sees young heroines Sophie and Lil cross the Atlantic Ocean to New York in search of their captive friend. However, the
dangerous and shadowy Fraternitas have other ideas and will stop at nothing to thwart their rescue attempt. A perfect class reader for year 6 teachers who are looking for a new Titanic-era text. Historical An extremely funny book of facts and true stories which will appeal to reluctant readers. Bright and engaging illustrations. A great book for year
6s to dip into. Funny A History of Earth, Dinosaurs, Rulers, Robots and Other Things Too Numerous this fantastic and unique non-fiction book is highly recommended to stretch and encourage inquisitive children and develop critical thinking. This recently revised and expanded edition is a brilliant resource for any year 6 classroom or childs bookshelf
at home. Read our review for more details. Encyclopaedia A compelling journey unfolds as two 13-year-old girls one who has woken up with amnesia and the other on a quest cross the Australian Outback. They develop a friendship, despite underlying secrets. Ideal for middle-grade readers seeking adventure and cultural exploration, this tale
intricately weaves Australian history and Aboriginal beliefs into its narrative. Featured in our best childrens books coming out in Spring 2023. Friendship Dive into a world of knowledge with Encyclopedia Infographica, which features 200 infographics packed with information about space, Earth, animals, humans, and technology. Every page is laden
with visual hooks and just the right amount of text to spark thought, imagination and higher-order questioning. Britannicas Encyclopedia Infographica is highly recommended for children interested in STEM, real facts and learning how the world and universe beyond works. Encyclopaedia Rapping teacher Christian Foley offers invaluable guidance for
students transitioning from primary to secondary school in this confidence-building and myth-busting guide. Daunting new classrooms, new friendship groups, increased academic expectations, social media and bullying are all covered in this comprehensive guide that will empower students to approach transition without fear. The accessible text and
clear structure will help readers develop resilience and look forward to success in their new schools. Read our full review. Transition Year 6 students will love this highly original and interesting peek into the life of Dan Hope and his dysfunctional family. Touching and thought-provoking, it is an excellent book to read after Wonder and a great book to
discuss with Year 6 students in PSHE. This story is a brilliant study of family relationships and changing friendships. Family A thrilling graphic novel with sparkling text and dialogue. Ebo is left alone when his brother disappears and his sister has already fled. Now he must set out on an epic and dangerous journey across deserts and through
dangerous city streets to reach the sea, and a chance to escape and find his family. An accessible and well-written illustrated text, this is an ideal year 6 book for guided reading groups. Adventure What if there was a world powered not by gas, coal or electricity, but by the force of imagination? An inspirational, uplifting and heartwarming story about
coping with loss. Both funny and thought-provoking, this unforgettable fantasy with a captivating narrative is an Alice Through the Looking Glass for modern times. Beautifully written, this classic in the making will appeal to empathetic readers in Year 6. Fantasy | Grief | Funny When a strange shop appears out of nowhere, Daniel finds himself drawn
into the mysterious building and its never-ending passages and surprises. He starts working for the owner Mr Silver but when Mr Silver vanishes into thin air, Daniel has to face threats and dark forces to save the Emporium. With rich language and sharply written descriptions, this is a great class reader book for Year 6. Fantasy Inspired by the heroic
actions of the Grand Mosque of Paris, Hiba Noor Khan delivers with this captivating novel that follows Safiyyah, a young Muslim girl in Nazi-occupied Paris. Amidst the turmoil, Safiyyahs quest for justice leads her into the clandestine resistance against oppression. The poignant storytelling sheds light on the forgotten role of Muslims in history,
showcasing bravery, empathy, and resilience amidst adversity. Its a compelling read which will resonate with more advanced Year 6 readers. Historical A moving and memorable story about time travel. When Al reads a letter it sets off a chain of events in which he races to travel back to 1984 to try and save his late father. A highly imaginative and
thought-provoking middle-grade chapter book, this is a must-read novel for year sixes. Science fiction When her father goes missing in mysterious circumstances, Lilys life is in sudden danger. Who took her father, and what do they want? A great page-turner book for ten-year-olds set in a steampunk Victorian world of shadowy clockmakers. With
relatable characters and an ever-twisting plot, this is a compelling book for group reading in year 6. Adventure Isabella finds herself on a captivating quest to find the mysterious lands her father once mapped. In this beautifully realised adventure story with elements of magic, myth and legend, Isabella finds herself the unlikely heroine tasked with
saving her world. With rich language and atmospheric description, this is a high-quality text to underpin a year 6 literacy unit. Fantasy This lively drama follows one girls life upheaval starting a new school in Hong Kong where not everything goes according to plan. Frenemies and culture shock are on the horizon. Can Holly-Mei put the sparkle back
into her soon-to-be teenage life? The Not-So Uniform Life of Holly-Mei is the perfect light-hearted fun, true-to-life, upper primary / lower secondary read. School story Set on the remote island of St Kilda, this is an interesting fantasy reality story involving a magic black box that can transport 11-year-old Alice and her friends to incredible and far-flung
locations. There, they have to work together to safeguard the planet in this, the first of a unique trilogy of eco-climate thrillers. This is a useful book to inspire year six children who are interested in climate change. Realistic A deceptively dark story about a boy taken by his mum to live in the country after a family drama. Eren is a strange and magical
creature that lives in the attic. The surprising and unpredictable twists will keep year six children reading until the end. With taut plotting and short crisp chapters, this is a good option to read with a year six class that wants something slightly different. Horror A classic story of adventure and loss. Three children and their mother leave their lives in
London to live in a small cottage in the country. Will they discover the mystery of their fathers disappearance? A classic novel to study in year 6 literacy lessons, this book is a valuable resource for teaching empathy, characterisation and inference. Classic When a mums son, Tom, and a dads daughter, Zara, are blended together into a family neither of
them wants, all they have in common is hating the idea of a new sibling. But when Toms mum falls ill, all their lives are drawn together in ways they could never have imagined. An inspirational story of trust and courage that will appeal to empathetic children in Year 6. Family Martha lives with a dark secret the abomination. Can she escape her strict
upbringing and reveal the secret or is she better off keeping quiet? A more challenging novel, this text is a good option for year 6 children who are interested in books with bite and dystopian storylines. Dystopia Carrie and her brother Nick are evacuated to Wales to live with the strict Mr Evans. When Carrie visits Hepzibah Green she does perhaps
the worst thing imaginable. How can she make things right? This modern classic is an ideal class reader for Year 6 pupils, and there are numerous teaching guides and resources available for this text. Historical 12-year-old Izzy Palmers world changes when her father transitions to become Danielle. Set in the small town of Littlehaven, the story
explores Izzys fears and uncertainties about her familys future and what other people will think. Addressing themes of identity and acceptance, Nothing Ever Happens Here offers a sensitive portrayal of family dynamics and trans issues. Featured in our LGBTQIA books list. LGBTQIA A mind-blowing fold-out wallchart book that chronicles the history
of sport from the ancient Olympics to the present day. Presented thematically by different types of sport this two-metre-long fold-out timeline is painstakingly illustrated by Andy Forshaw. A perfect research book, extension activity or display resource for Year 6 classrooms. Sport Left abandoned as a baby on a farm, Simon Sparrow lives a tough life.
However, he has an amazing gift. Every animal he meets understands and trusts him. A more challenging book, this award-winning childrens novel explores farming life, our relationship with animals and what defines friendship and loyalty. This is a great book to discuss with more advanced readers in year 6 book clubs. Animals An enchanting
collection of nine short stories by the former Childrens Laureate. Each with a thought-provoking theme, these stories are perfect to read and discuss in literacy or PSHE with children in year 6, or to use as a guided reader with groups of children who prefer shorter texts. Short stories A story, told in diary entries, of Mandys unpredictable life and
unusual parents. Mandy has so many things to worry about she starts to wonder if shes going mad. A lively choice to read and model for classes studying autobiographies in year six, this book will appeal to children who enjoy high-interest, funny, and shorter texts. Family Joe is miserable and longs to escape from his huge family mansion. But his
dangerous and evil granny has truly horrid plans for him. Can Joe escape her clutches? This darkly humorous tale will appeal to children who want something quirky, with irony, wickedly nasty characters and clever plot twists. Funny When an unwanted child is evacuated to live with a woman who doesnt want children, an unlikely bond forms through
their mutual desire to protect Adonis a magnificent silverback gorilla. With vibrant characters and an emotionally moving plot, this is an ideal class novel for hot-seating, discussing empathy, and reading with Year 6 classes learning about WW?2. Historical | Empathy The classic tale of Bilbo Baggins, a Hobbit, and his quest to travel with Gandalf and a
band of dwarves to steal the treasure of a fearsome dragon. A more challenging book, The Hobbit will appeal to children who enjoy immersive fantasy worlds and memorable characters. Fantasy After a storm, Michael is washed overboard from his parents yacht and finds himself marooned on a distant island with a Japanese soldier who survived the
Hiroshima bombing. Kensuke and Michael become unlikely friends and Kensuke has to make a decision whether to stay on his island home or help Michael complete a dangerous quest to find his mother and father. A great book for year 6 group reading and book clubs. Historical Charlie can speak to cats and every type of cat even a lion. He sets out
on a perilous journey to find his kidnapped parents who have found a cure for asthma. Can his circus animal friends protect him from being captured before he finds them? A moving and emotive animal story with rich language and evocative descriptions, this is an ideal class reading text for year six. Animals Mystery, fantasy, history and hope
combine in this bewitching and atmospheric novel suitable for children aged 9-12. Can Ellie overcome a family tragedy and cope with living in a new and unfamiliar place? Full of rich and evocative language, this would be a great book to study in year 6. Family | Empathy Chas has a good collection of wartime bullets, shells and memorabilia. But its
not quite the best collection in Garmouth. Thats until he finds a machine gun and 2000 rounds of ammunition, ready to fire. A gripping and fast-paced story with lots of dialogue, this is an ideal addition to Year 6 WW?2 topics. Historical An imaginative picture book ideal for older reluctant readers. Tristan finds an old picture-viewing device in a rubbish
dump and becomes drawn further and further into the places and worlds he sees until finally, he disappears into one of them. A perfect book for year 6 children who are imaginative, but reluctant readers. Picture book Peter discovers theres more to his father than meets the eye in this mystical historical story of travellers, vampire slayers and a
beautiful princess. An ideal book for those interested in immersive historical fiction, this multi-layered story is a useful text to use when analysing and modelling characterisations with children who are working at a greater depth level in year 6 literacy lessons. Horror Impossible Creatures by Katherine Rundell transports readers to the Archipelago, a
realm where mythical creatures thrive. When Christopher stumbles upon this hidden world, he joins Mal, a girl with a flying coat and a baby griffin, on a quest to uncover the cause of the declining magical essence, or glimourie. As they navigate dangers and dark forces threatening the islands, their journey reveals broader themes of environmental
crisis and sacrifice. Rundells imaginative storytelling and richly detailed world is perfect for readers aged 10+. Featured in our best childrens books coming out in Autumn 2023. Fantasy A young Jewish boy is determined to escape from an orphanage to find and rescue his parents from Nazi Germany. The first of a ground-breaking series, this story is
an excellent analysis of war from a childs perspective. A moving book to discuss in year 6 books clubs with more able students, it is also a good choice to compare and contrast with The Silver Sword by Ian Serraillier. Historical Sade and her brother Femi are illegals. They have fled from Nigeria where their father is being persecuted only to find
London a harsh and unforgiving environment and not the safe haven they had hoped for. This modern classic is a childrens novel that lends itself to character hot seating and discussing different viewpoints in year six literacy lessons. Diverse Separated from his parents in Poland in World War Two, Jan and his three friends travel through war-torn
Europe to Switzerland with only a silver sword for protection. Will he find his parents? This gripping childrens novel is an addictive storytime read-aloud that classes will look forward to each day. Historical A powerful magic stone must be returned to its owner and Rose has been tasked with keeping it safe. A unique and adventurous brew of
contemporary life, myth, epic quest and Irish magic, The Silver Road will enchant Year 6 readers. Highly recommended. Read our full review. Quest | Magic In the run-down garage of his new home, Michael finds a magical creature called Skellig. At the same time, Michaels baby sister is gravely ill in hospital. Somehow Skellig seems to hold the key to
saving her. Great for reluctant readers and perfect to add to a year 6 classroom library. Fantasy Gemma struggles to deal with the pain of losing her mother and Mike struggles with a dark secret. When the two children meet they uncover a shocking secret that explains both of their pasts. A gripping psychological thriller that examines social issues,
this is an ideal book for Year 6 readers who want a more challenging read. Family Ginika feels abandoned at her grandparents seaside boarding house while her parents try to work out their financial woes. But her loneliness soon gives way to excitement as she meets Peri, a mystery boy from the sea who has a bubbly language and dolphin-like agility.
As Ginika and Peri explore each others worlds, their bond deepens. Peris health, however, starts deteriorating because of the noise and lights of the human world, which causes Ginika to face her fears and make important decisions. This immersive and imaginative story weaves together themes of friendship, bravery, and dealing with new
environments. Featured in our Edgy stories for 11-14 year olds. Friendship Set in the future, Adults have decided machines cannot be trusted and a world without them is better. When Geoffrey tries to repair a motor, he and his sister are hunted as witches. The story follows their flight to France, where everything is very different. A clever dystopian
novel, this book will appeal to more able more mature readers who enjoy fantasy, magic and imagination. Dystopia Eleven-year-old Ari is convinced that his sister Lana was kidnapped by the Twig Man, a malevolent figure who dwells in the woods. Nobody believes him, so Ari has to take matters into his own hands and confront the Twig Man to get
Lana back. Teaming up with an unlikely new friend, Timmy, Ari combats the dark creature and uncovers the truth. The novel blends suspense with creepy eeriness, making it an compelling read for 10+ horror fans. Horror Katy is a tomboy, her hair is always a mess and her clothes look awful. But when theres an awful accident, her life changes
forever. The first in a series of books, this story will appeal to upper KS2 groups who enjoy school-based stories with laugh-out-loud funny moments. Classic This dual narrative follows Shona, the new girl at school, and Charles Dickens Oliver Twist. As Shona tackles problems at home and strange school rules, she empathises with Olivers difficulties in
life, which she is reading about in class. This clever story blends contemporary issues with Dickensian themes. Its a good book to spark discussions about empathy, poverty, peer pressure, and overcoming obstacles especially as part of a Victorians topic. School story Jaspal and Marvinder travel from civil war-torn India in 1947 to find their father who
is studying far away in England. A stunning historical novel, the epic and atmospheric story will immerse children in the landscape, politics and culture of post-war colonial India. This is a memorable narrative to discuss in book clubs or read as a class novel in year six. Diverse When four children are evacuated to a country house, Lucy looks into the
wardrobe and discovers a doorway to the world of Narnia with Aslan, Mr Tumnus the Faun and the White Witch. This classic fantasy puts characters students will empathise with into perilous situations that only heroic actions can overcome. The sparkling storyline has a timeless and endearing quality that may well help to engender a lifelong love of
reading in your child. Fantasy Childhood anxiety is depicted through striking black-and-white illustrations in this wordless story of a young boy overwhelmed by his worries. As he struggles with pressures at home and at school, he realises many other people feel the same way. With powerful imagery, Small Things explores vulnerability and support.
Its an excellent book to discuss in Year 6. Wordless picture book Set during WW2, William Willie Beech, a boy from London who is abused by his mother, arrives at the home of Mr Thomas Oakley, a bad-tempered widower in his sixties who lives in the village of Little Weirwold. An ideal book for year 6 pupils studying 1939-1945. Historical Ten-year-
old James grapples with bullies at school and a challenging relationship with his father when not everyone is enthusiastic about an upcoming surprise choir performance. In this emotional rollercoaster that tackles bullying, self-discovery, and LGBTQ+ acceptance, the character of James sparkles with positivity and resilience, and the supportive cast of
his teacher, friends, and loving Nan will offer readers hope. Addressing the realities of LGBTQ+ youth and promoting compassion and empathy, Glitter Boy is a vital addition to UKS2 libraries. Eagletons uplifting narrative is a heartfelt triumph that will provide solace and inspiration to those reading it. LGBTQ+ There are rumours that the Birdman is
mad and dangerous. When Gracie and Daniel cannot find a place to sail their boats they eventually run into him. Despite all they have been told, they build up a friendship and the Birdman reveals the island is under an ancient curse. An enchanting and magical story, this is a good text to read as part of WW1 or Remembrance topics. Historical Darren
Devlin discovers he is part monster after causing destruction at his school. Rescued by Marek Masters, a 14-year-old with alien heritage, Darren learns they are both products of a secret experiment. As they work together to evade the clutches of a secret organisation, Darren must confront his fears and decide who he can trust. This high-energy
adventure blends fast-paced action with positive and relatable characters and will appeal to fans of Alex Rider and Percy Jackson. Highly recommended for less confident readers. Featured in our edgy stories for 11-14 year olds list. Adventure A wonderful story about a family of tiny people who live secretly in the walls and floors of an English house
and borrow from the big people in order to survive. This immersive classic is a great novel to encourage your ten-year-old to read for pleasure. Classic When Life Gives You Mangoes is a lyrical, evocative story set in Sycamore Hill, a small Jamaican village. Clara struggles with memory loss from the previous summer, leading to tension with her former
best friend and uncertainty about the new girl, Rudy. As the summer progresses, Claras journey to uncover the truth about what happened takes shape. This powerful middle-grade novel intricately weaves themes of friendship, self-discovery, and community, and features an unforgettable and dramatic twist ending. With its rich depiction of island life
and convincing characters, When Life Gives You Mangoes is a memorable read for 10+ year-olds. Friendship The adventures of the 13-year-old young James Bond, set at school and in the Scottish Highlands. With a fast-paced plot, quick-fire dialogue and great action sequences, this would make an exciting adventure option group reader for Year 6
classes. Adventure 12 year old Sams world will never be the same after he discovers the truth behind his familys connection to the secretive Order of the Evening. When a powerful enemy seeks the Orders hidden palace and its magic, its up to Sam to stop the impending threat. Set in Durham, the novel combines ancient magic, secret societies, and
dangerous adventures with fresh and convincing storytelling. Ideal for readers aged 912, this brilliant fantasy adventure features a fast-paced narrative with themes of loyalty, power, and self-discovery. Its a surefire hit for Year 6 whole class reading! Fantasy | Adventure Children will lose days reading this highly imaginative, wild and dangerous
adventure! When the Unknown Adventurer discovers a mysterious map the reader is thrust into a nail-biting Amazonian rain forest trek. Every page records thrilling encounters some terrifying with huge snakes, piranhas and caiman, and some awe-inspiring with unknown flora and flora. Will the Unknown Adventure and Bibi find the elusive last
river? Picture book adventure Ayesha is a ten-year-old living in Beirut. Her father left the family for work and her mother was killed by a missile strike. Living with her grandmother and younger siblings, she faces a huge dilemma when her grandmother falls ill. Does she stay to look after her, or does she travel into the unknown to find help? An ideal
issue-based storybook for Year 6 reading groups. Diverse This poster recommends 40 books and it will look great in your classroom or library space. This reading challenge card PDF version of our Year 6 Reading List is free to download. For more downloadables, see our free reading resources page. Heres a free background wallpaper of our
recommended Year 6 books list to use on your classroom computer.Click the buttons below to purchase all of the books in this Year 6 book list, as well as class sets of any of these books and many more, from Bookshop.org UK. Or buythe 20 most populartitles from this list from Amazon ideal for gifts or your classroom library.Buy from
UK.Bookshop.Org Buy from Amazon.co.ukDisclosure: If you buy books using the buttons above: we may earn a commission from Bookshop.org, whose fees support independent bookshops; as an Amazon Associate schoolreadinglist.co.uk earns from qualifying purchases.Books for Year 6 videoBelow is a video highlighting all our Year 6 book picks in a
catchy 5-minute slideshow which can be displayed in primary school libraries, used in the classroom, at home, for CPD or shared as a link for home learning or remote teaching. Schools & teachers: please respect copyright and dont copy our Year 6 book list. If you find our recommendations useful, please consider sharing on social media or linking to
this page instead. Thanks.Books for Year 6 what titles to recommend to childrenNavigating the transition to secondary school can be a pivotal time for Year 6 students. Recommending books that address themes of resilience, self-discovery, and coping with change can offer valuable insights. Consider titles that explore the challenges of exams and
SATS pressure, providing relatable stories that depict characters overcoming stress and uncertainty. Books focusing on the emotional aspects of being the oldest at primary school can help students process their feelings and embrace leadership roles. Additionally, introducing literature that delves into issues of social and peer pressure equips Year 6
readers with the tools to make thoughtful choices and build strong interpersonal skills as they embark on this significant phase in their academic journey. A well-curated booklist for Year 6 students can prove beneficial here.What reading level should a year 6 be?Determining the appropriate reading level for Year 6 students involves considering both
individual abilities and broader literacy benchmarks. Generally, students in Year 6 are expected to comprehend and analyse more complex texts, demonstrating proficiency in understanding nuanced themes and characters. At this stage, a good indicator is their ability to handle books with increased vocabulary, varied sentence structures, and
challenging content. However, its crucial to recognize that reading levels can vary among individuals, so providing a range of books that cater to different reading abilities ensures inclusivity and fosters a love for reading in all students. Personalised Year 6 book lists can help to achieve this.Year 6 reading resourcesKey Stage 2 past reading papers
repository of recent Year 6 SATs reading test papers and answer booklets (gov.uk) for practice. These exemplify the level of comprehension and analysis required by the end of primary. Also, have a look at our KS2 SATS revision book list. BBC Bitesize Year 6 English revision resources covering reading comprehension techniques (such as skimming,
scanning, inference) and grammar for Year 6, to help pupils consolidate skills before secondary school.The Reading Framework (DfE) extensive guidance (PDF) from the Department for Education on teaching reading in primary schools, with practical advice on phonics, fluency, vocabulary and supporting struggling readers in Year 6 and transition to
KS3.EEF Literacy Recommendations (KS2) evidence-based recommendations (PDF) focused on improving reading outcomes in Years 56, including strategies for comprehension instruction, fostering reading for pleasure, and effective use of assessment to inform teaching. For less demanding books for year 6, try the Books for Year 5 reading list.For
the more able child, try the Books for Year 7 reading list.This booklist was last updated on July 15th, 2025 and first published in 2013. The Graveyard Book Neil Gaiman Paperback The Explorer Katherine Rundell Paperback Beetle Boy M. G. Leonard Paperback A Kind of Spark Elle McNicoll Paperback When Stars are Scattered Victoria Jamieson and
1 more Paperback Me, My Dad and the End of the Rainbow Benjamin Dean Paperback Utterly Dark and the Face of the Deep Philip Reeve Paperback Onyeka and the Academy of the Sun Tol Okogwu Paperback Jamie L.D. Lapinski Paperback My Life on Fire Cath Howe Paperback The Boy Who Didn't Want to Die Peter Lantos Paperback The House
With a Dragon in it Nick Lake Hardback New Kid Jerry Craft Paperback Ghostlight Kenneth Oppel Paperback Swimming on the Moon Brian Conaghan Paperback You Are a Champion Marcus Rashford and 1 more Paperback Boy, Everywhere A. M. Dassu Paperback Wished Lissa Evans Hardback The Other Side of Truth Beverley Naidoo Paperback
The Weight of Water Sarah Crossan Paperback Journey to the River Sea Eva Ibbotson Paperback The Light in Everything Katya Balen Paperback Welcome to Nowhere Elizabeth Laird Paperback Fallout Lesley Parr Paperback Moving On Up Rosie Jones Paperback The Final Year Matt Goodfellow Paperback What You Need to Be Warm Neil Gaiman
Hardback Safiyyah's War Hiba Noor Khan Paperback The Houdini Inheritance Emma Carroll Paperback The Deepest Breath Meg Grehan Paperback Dogs of the Deadlands Anthony McGowan Paperback The First Year Matt Goodfellow Paperback Impossible Creatures Katherine Rundell Paperback The Dawn of Adonis Phil Earle Paperback Shrapnel
Boys Jenny Pearson Paperback On the Wall Anne Fine Paperback by Andy Stanton, illustrated by DavidTazzyman 2014 6 to 9years Mr Gum is an extremely nasty man who hates everyone and lives in a disgusting tip of ahouse. by Michael Rosen, illustrated by BobGraham 2008 4 to 9years Georgewants hiscardboard houseall to himself.But whenhe
goes to the loo, his friends fill his house to burstingpoint. by Mary Hoffman, illustrated by RosAsquith 2010 4 to 9years The Great Big Book of Familiesis about the diversity of families.The simple message is that every family is unique and special and that there is no such thing as normal or abnormal. Books simply dont get much more inclusive
thanthis. by ToveJansson 1948 4 to 9years Moomintroll is cheerful and chubby and lives in the magical Moominvalley with his mother, Moominmamma, his father, Moominpappa and all of theirfriends. by LukePearson 2013 6 to 12years Blue-haired explorer Hilda has an uncanny ability to find weird and wonderful adventures and befriend
peculiarcreatures. by Andy Griffiths, illustrated by TerryDenton 2015 6 to 12years Griffiths and Denton create a triumph to engage even the most determined hater of books, which includes hilarious cartoondrawings. by E B White, illustrated by GarthWilliams 1952 6 to 9years This is the tale of how a little girl named Fern with the help of a friendly
talking spider called Charlotte saved her pig, Wilbur, from the usual fate of nice fat littlepigs. by John Agard and Grace Nichols, illustrated by Cathie Felstead, Jane Ray, Christopher Corr, Sara Fanelli and SatoshiKitamura 2011 6 to 12years This joyful collection of more than 50 poems superbly conjures the sights, sounds and rhythms of theCaribbean.
by Astrid Lindgren, illustrated by LaurenChild 2010 6 to 12years Follow Pippi Longstocking on her amazing adventures as she moves into Villa Villekulla with a horse, a monkey, and a big suitcase of goldcoins. by Dick King-Smith, illustrated by MikeTerry 1983 6 to 9years When Farmer Hogget wins a piglet at the fair, he is amazed that Fly, his sheep-
dog, welcomes him as one of her ownpups. by Michael Bond, illustrated by PeggyFortnum 2003 6 to 9years Paddington, the brown bear from darkest Peru, is found by the Brown family on Paddington Station with his hat, duffel coat and marmaladesandwiches. by Chris VanAllsburg 1981 6 to 9years Judy and Peter are bored and alone until they
discover a mysterious board game, Jumanji, that comes to life as soon as they start toplay by Roald Dahl, illustrated by QuentinBlake 1982 6 to 12years The BFG stands for Big Friendly Giant, who unexpectedly spirits a little girl named Sophie out of bed, and into the land of the child-eating giants. by BeverlyCleary 1955 6 to 12years Life with a very
naughty little sister is both funny and excruciating in the six complete stories that make up this classic chapter book for newly independent readers. by DavPilkey 2016 6 to 9years Dog Man, created byCaptain UnderpantsDav Pilkey, is a comic masterclass, perfect for the surreal sense of humour of the average six- to nine-year-old. by Atinuke,
illustrated by MouniFeddag 2019 6 to 12years A perfect book for young children interested in their cultural heritage or for those with a passion for travel and geography, this would also make a gorgeous gift for anyone interested inAfrica. by BabetteCole 1986 6 to 9years Princess Smartypants is rebellious, independent, and very happy being single
but her parents want her to get married and settle down! This hilarious picture book has a subversive protagonist and a strong message about choosing your owndestiny. by Joseph Coelho, illustrated by JohnOLeary 2014 6 to 12years Coelho follows in a noble tradition headed by Agard, Ahlberg, McGough and Rosen, who turn everyday life into
memorable poeticminiatures. by EnidBlyton 1939 6 to 9years When Joe, Beth and Frannie move to a new home, an Enchanted Wood is on their doorstep. And when they discover the Faraway Tree, it proves to be the beginning of many magical adventures! Join them and their friends Moonface, Saucepan Man and Silky the fairy as they discover which
new land is at the top of the FarawayTree. by FrancescaSanna 2018 6 to 12years What is it like to leave everything behind and travel somewhere strange? This incredibly poignant story introduces the concept of refugees with straightforward language, tackling this difficult subject with truth, clarity and strikingly beautiful illustrations. by ShaunTan
2006 6 to 12+years In this unusual book, we follow a young man as he packs his bags and leaves his family to go and start a new life in anothercountry by BenjaminZephaniah 1996 9 to 12years A funny, thought-provoking collection of poems for older children from Britains best-loved rap poet, Benjamin Zephaniah, which cover a diverse and
sometimes difficult range of topics but are full of fun and imagination. by MaryNorton 2014 9 to 12years The Borrowers are tiny people who live in the secret places of old houses behind the mantlepiece, inside the harpsichord, under the kitchenclock. by CressidaCowell 2003 9 to 12years Hiccup Horrendous Haddock III was an incredible sword-
fighter, dragon-whisperer and the greatest Viking hero who everlived. Are you trying to help your child learn to read independently? These are the best books for 6-year-olds to read by themselves.In this article, well delve into a selection of the best books for 6-year-olds to read independently. This isnt just a list of best books but a list that explains
what skill each book teaches and how it benefits early literacy.By providing engaging yet accessible content, I aim to promote independence and confidence in young readers abilities. These books are not only age-appropriate but also designed to empower children to embark on their reading journey with enthusiasm and joy.The bottom of this article
also has important tips for parents/adults, so make sure you get to the end!Note Some children read faster than others. Please make sure your child is ready before you let ask them to read by themselves. Forcing children before they are ready could result in delaying your childs learning.Green Eggs and Ham by Dr. Seuss Uses simple vocabulary and
repetition, making it easy for beginners to follow and predict text. Rhyming is a skill children learn around this time, so exposure to rhyming words is useful.Green Eggs and Ham by Dr. Seuss is a fan favorite. The story is great for children of all ages, and if youve purchased this book to assist in pre-reading skills, then its time to transfer the reading
over to your child. Frog and Toad Are Friends by Arnold Lobel Contains simple sentences and basic vocabulary within a close friendship theme, which resonates with young readers.My kindergartners in Japan loved to read, Frog and Toad Are Friends by Arnold Lobel. The story is sweet timeless and its a story I enjoy reading even as an adult.Pete the
Cat: Rocking in My School Shoes by Eric Litwin and James Dean Uses a repetitive song-like structure that makes reading predictable and fun, helping kids remember the words.Pete the Cat teaches colors, school places, and the concept of staying positive, which are all relevant to a childs daily life. The engaging illustrations and predictable structure
support comprehension and recall.Dont Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus! by Mo Willems Has interactive dialogue and a simple storyline that encourages children to participate in the story, enhancing comprehension.Dont Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus! by Mo Willems is fun to read with kids. Kids get very excited over this story and its a great introduction
to reading. This book encourages dialogue, so many sure to ask lots of questions!Henry and Mudge: The First Book by Cynthia Rylant Features controlled vocabulary and frequent repetition, which reinforce word recognition and confidence in young readers.Henry and Mudge: The First Book by Cynthia Rylant contains familiar themes of friendship
and exploration support early literacy skills. Each short chapter builds confidence as readers follow the gentle, affectionate narrative. This one is a bit older but good books are timeless!Biscuit by Alyssa Satin Capucilli Utilizes short sentences and familiar words, which are ideal for children just starting to read independently.Biscuit, the small yellow
puppy, embarks on simple adventures that are perfectly suited to a young childs understanding. The warm illustrations complement the text, making the reading experience enjoyable for all kids.I Am a Cat by Galia Bernstein Introduces simple, repetitive text paired with clear illustrations to support understanding and engagement.I Am a Cat by Galia
Bernstein introduces children to different cat species through a simple and engaging narrative. The bold and distinct illustrations help maintain interest and aid comprehension. I think children who love animals benefit a lot from reading this book. Charlie & Mouse by Laurel Snyder Contains several short stories with simple plots and dialogue-driven
text, making it easy for young readers to follow.Charlie & Mouse by Laurel Snyder is about two brothers captures the fun and challenges of everyday life. The dialogue-driven text mirrors real conversations, helping children to relate to and understand the story better. Each story builds on the last, providing continuity and context that support
developing readers. I really love these stories!Hi! Fly Guy by Tedd Arnold Features an amusing story with a small set of easy-to-read words that are repeated throughout the book.Hi! Fly Guy by Tedd Arnold is about a boy and his pet fly combines humor and a simple narrative structure that appeals to early readers. The limited, repetitive vocabulary
helps reinforce language skills, while the quirky story line keeps them engaged. The dynamic illustrations add to the fun, supporting the text effectively.Elephant & Piggie: We Are in a Book! by Mo Willems Uses conversational text and visual humor, encouraging readers to engage directly with the characters.Elephant & Piggie: We Are in a Book! by
Mo Willems uses metafiction elements to engage readers directly, as Elephant and Piggie realize they are in a book. The conversational text and visual humor foster engagement and laughter, helping young readers practice reading dialogue. Its an interactive experience that encourages readers to think about the nature of books and storytelling.Little
Bear by Else Holmelund Minarik Provides gentle storytelling with a limited and repetitive vocabulary to build reading skills.Little Bear by Else Holmelund Minarik, features gentle tales of Little Bear and his family and friends. The book uses simple, direct sentences and a repetitive structure that is comforting and easy for beginners to follow. The
stories, filled with warmth and affection, help young readers understand family dynamics. I think this is one of the easier books for children to read at this age and a great book to begin with!The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew Daywalt Offers a simple narrative enhanced by colorful illustrations, making the plot easy to understand and enjoyable.The
Day the Crayons Quit by Drew Daywalt is a great story for some of the slightly more advanced 6-year-olds. Told through letters from crayons to their owner, this story combines simple narrative with creative visuals to make each crayons personality stand out. The humorous plot engages children as they learn about colors and emotions. The unique
premise also encourages creativity and empathy.Go, Dog. Go! by P.D. Eastman Contains simple, action-packed sentences and repetitive phrases that support early reading development.Go, Dog. Go! by P.D. Eastman is a little easier. This is another book I would suggest for children just learning to read by themselves. This book features a series of
colorful canines engaged in various activities, using simple words and repetitive phrases to build foundational reading skills. The action-packed scenes keep young readers entertained and help them connect the text with vivid illustrations. The interactive question-and-answer format makes it an excellent choice for early literacy.National Geographic
Readers: Caterpillar to Butterfly by Laura Marsh Uses clear, simple language and stunning photographs to explain a fascinating natural process, which keeps young readers interested.National Geographic Readers: Caterpillar to Butterfly by Laura Marsh is great because children learn about life cycles at this age around kindergarten/1st grade. This
nonfiction book introduces scientific concepts in an accessible way, maintaining young readers interest with fascinating facts. The visual and textual information is perfectly balanced to aid understanding and retention. Its the only non-fiction book on this list I may need to make a specifically non-fiction list!Danny and the Dinosaur by Syd Hoff
Combines engaging adventures with controlled vocabulary, making it accessible for new readers.Danny and the Dinosaur by Syd Hoff, is an adventure with a friendly, life-sized dinosaur that combines fantasy with accessible language, making it a captivating read for young children. The simple illustrations and playful storyline encourage imagination
while reinforcing reading skills. The books enduring charm lies in its celebration of friendship and adventure. I especially like the introduction to fantasy because it is challenging for young children to write creatively and this helps open the door to creative reading/writing.Amelia Bedelia by Peggy Parish Although the humor is based on wordplay, the
context helps children infer meaning, which is a key reading skill through high school. Teaching children to infer meaning in texts will take them far in English. Amelia Bedelia by Peggy Parish was my favorite as a kid! I think it might also be a little more advanced for 6-year-olds but keep it on your radar because it quickly becomes a favorite for many
children! This series uses literal-minded Amelias misunderstandings to create humor, effectively engaging young readers. While the wordplay is sophisticated, the context provided by the illustrations helps children infer meaning, enhancing their comprehension skills. The humorous miscommunications also introduce subtle lessons in language
nuances.Ling & Ting: Not Exactly the Same! by Grace Lin Presents short, manageable chapters and repetitive structures that help readers gain fluency.Ling & Ting: Not Exactly the Same! by Grace Lin Through the adventures of twin sisters Ling and Ting, this book subtly teaches about individuality and acceptance. The repetitive and simple narrative
structure supports early reading skills, while the cultural details enrich the story. Each chapter is self-contained, offering a satisfying reading experience with each story. My students loved reading this book to each other. Fox in Socks by Dr. Seuss Though challenging, its playful tongue twisters and rhymes engage children and help them practice
phonics skills.Fox in Socks by Dr. Seuss, challenges young readers with tongue twisters and rhymes that promote phonetic awareness and decoding skills. The playful interaction between characters and the reader adds an element of fun to the reading experience. Its particularly effective for practicing pronunciation.My Fathers Dragon by Ruth Stiles
Gannett Its straightforward plot and simple language make it a perfect first chapter book for young readers.My Fathers Dragon by Ruth Stiles Gannett This enchanting tale of a young boy rescuing a baby dragon introduces simple, engaging chapters that are perfect for young readers transitioning to longer texts. The storys straightforward plot and
uncomplicated language make it accessible, while the elements of adventure and bravery capture the imagination. Clifford the Big Red Dog by Norman Bridwell Features simple text and a lovable character, making reading a joyful experience for beginners.Clifford the Big Red Dog by Norman Bridwell Cliffords adventures with his owner, Emily
Elizabeth, showcase themes of friendship and community in simple and engaging language. The repetitive text helps reinforce vocabulary, making it easier for children to read independently. The large, colorful illustrations not only complement the text but also hold the attention of young readers. The Princess in Black by Shannon Hale & Dean Hale
Uses easy-to-read text and exciting themes of adventure and bravery that capture the interest of young readers.The Princess in Black by Shannon Hale & Dean Hale, introduces a princess with a secret superhero identity, blending fantasy with action in a way that captivates young readers. The easy-to-read text and thrilling plot encourage early
reading skills while promoting themes of bravery and self-reliance. The vibrant illustrations and frequent action scenes make each chapter exciting and accessible.Madeline by Ludwig Bemelmans Offers rhythmic text and a spirited protagonist, making it appealing and understandable to young children.Madeline by Ludwig Bemelmans Set in
picturesque Paris, this classic features Madeline, a brave and mischievous girl, in rhythmic, memorable text that resonates with young readers. The rhyme scheme aids in prediction and memorization of the text, making it easier for children to read. The charming illustrations not only depict the storys setting vividly but also complement the poetic
text, enhancing comprehension. I think its also important to note that the story sets kids up with the idea of travel, something I am absolutely here for!Curious George by H.A. Rey Presents clear, concise text alongside vivid illustrations that help explain the storys events, aiding in comprehension.Curious George by H.A. Rey is told through simple and
direct text that appeals to young readers. Each story provides a moral lesson, wrapped in gentle humor and mischief, which keeps children engaged. The bright and expressive illustrations help convey the plot and emotions, aiding in comprehension. I think the moral lessons are great for kids to learn about as they enter an age where negotiation and
logic are taking shape.Penny and Her Marble by Kevin Henkes Provides straightforward storytelling with simple dialogue and thoughts, suitable for those beginning to read independently.Penny and Her Marble by Kevin Henkes In this story, Penny grapples with feelings of guilt and curiosity after taking a marble she finds, offering a narrative rich in
emotional depth. The simple text and dialogue provide an ideal platform for young readers to practice their skills, while the themes of right and wrong provoke thought and discussion. The illustrations are subtle yet expressive, perfectly capturing the mood and enhancing the narrative.Anna Hibiscus Song by Atinuke follows the joyful Anna Hibiscus,
who lives in Africa and is full of happiness. Anna Hibiscus Song by Atinuke is a simple and repetitive text that helps young readers develop fluency while the storys focus on emotions makes it relatable and engaging. The story focuses on Anna exploring what makes her so happy, leading to simple, repetitive phrases that help build reading confidence.
The warm illustrations and Annas interactions with her family introduce children to themes of love and community.When it comes to selecting the best books for 6 year olds, diversity is key. Curating a diverse range of books ensures that there is something for every child, catering to their varied interests and sparking their imagination. From
adventurous tales to heartwarming stories, these books offer a rich tapestry of content that will captivate young readers and keep them coming back for more.The selection of kids books for 6 year olds is centered around captivating storylines that are sure to ignite their imagination. These stories are carefully crafted to capture the attention of young
readers, taking them on thrilling adventures, heartwarming journeys, and magical quests. Each book is a gateway to a world of wonder and excitement, encouraging children to immerse themselves in the enchanting realms created by talented authors.Alongside captivating narratives, these childrens stories are brought to life through
vibrantillustrations that add depth and richness to the reading experience. The colorful and expressive artwork within these books serves to engage young readers, making the stories more accessible and enjoyable. From whimsical drawings to detailed visuals, these illustrations complement the narratives, allowing children to visualize the characters
and settings as they embark on their literary journey.The chosen books are specifically tailored to support the development ofliteracyskills and expand the vocabulary of 6 year olds. Through engaging narratives and carefully selected language, these books aim to enhancereading comprehensionand language proficiency in young readers. By
immersing themselves in a variety of literary styles and themes, children can naturally expand their vocabulary and grasp essential literacy concepts, laying a strong foundation for their academic journey.These thoughtfully curated books are designed to inspire and captivate young minds, fostering a deep-seated love for reading. By presenting
captivating stories, relatable characters, and imaginative worlds, these books aim to ignite a passion for literature that will accompany children throughout their lives. Encouraging regular reading habits from an early age not only enhances cognitive abilities but also instills a sense of wonder and curiosity about the world, nurturing young intellects
into lifelong learners.By providing access to a carefully curated selection of literature, you can cultivate independent reading habits in young readers. In choosing the best books for 6-year-olds, we looked at books designed to captivate and engage 6 year olds, fostering a deep love for literature that will accompany them throughout their lives.The joy
of discovering new worlds and characters through independent reading is a gift that can spark a lifelong passion for books. In nurturing this love for reading, we hope to empower young minds and instill the confidence to explore the enchanting realms of storytelling independently.If youre new here, dont forget to check out the Best Books for 4 year
olds, 5 Benefits of Manga for Early Readers, You Should Read These 7 Childrens Books by Authors of Color, and Top 10 Best Comfy Reading Chairs for Your Cozy Nook. If youre curious what we do in the summer check out 5 Essential Ways I Use My Teacher Summer Break?Ive also got some cool freebies here, and I am currently participating in some
pretty cool bundles! Check them out for more great stufflHome Children's favourites Books for 6 year olds Books for 6 year olds a panel of educators from schools around the country asked 6 year olds to name their favourite book, and these are the results. For more details about how these books were selected, please see our Childrens Favourites
article which explains the survey process. This list includes titles by authors including Dav Pilkey, Drew Daywalt and Oliver Jeffers, Daisy Meadows, Lauren Child, Jeanne Willis, Nick Sharratt, Roald Dahl, Pamela Butchart, Alex T Smith, Julia Donaldson & Lucy Brandt.As an Amazon Associate schoolreadinglist.co.uk earns from qualifying purchases. (In
randomised order) Addictively popular, these cartoon-style graphic novels will appeal to the least confident and most reluctant readers. A game-changer for encouraging reading for pleasure. A funny series of stories with a thought-provoking premise. Great to read, reread and discuss, both at home and in school. A great source of inspiration for
creative writing. It might be impossible to find a childrens bookshop, supermarket bookshelf, or school library that doesnt have at least one of these stories. If your child gets hooked on these, there are now over 100 to choose from. The Gruffalos child sets off to find the Big Bad Mouse but bumps into a smaller mouse instead. Just as she considers a
snack, a surprising shadow appears. With its catchy rhymes, lively illustrations, and a cheeky twist on the original, its the perfect next adventure for Gruffalo fans. Quirky and fun, these books are perfect for independently-minded children who want to become free readers, move away from schemes and picture books, and try chapter books for the
first time. A modern classic that combines dreams, family and love in a magical tale of positively and hope. The perfect bedtime story. With clever die-cut holes and a cliffhanger on every page, these rhyming stories have been favourites for over 20 years. Perfect for merging readers. First published in 1966, it might be hard to find an adult or child
under the age of 50 who hasnt read, or had this book read to them. A perennial favourite both at home and at school. Anarchic, irreverent, and funny, these illustrated first-chapter books for 6 year olds are perfect for newly independent readers, or to read and share aloud. Colourful and fun, these charming first-chapter books are confidence-building
and highly engaging. And Sir Bobblysock is a life-saving last-minute World Book Day character. A modern classic. Beautifully illustrated this rhyming picture book follows giant George in his fashion upgrade quest. Perfect for less confident readers to join in with, think about and discuss.Special mentionThese books received a very high number of
votes in some schools but did not make the top 10 overall. Perfect for 6 year old children who love tech, gadgets, computers, science and thinking up imaginative solutions to fiendish problems. A gripping and fun STEM comedy mystery.Books for 6 year olds buy the set or order in bulkClick one of the buttons below to buy a pack of all or some of the
books in this list, or to order class sets of book(s) in this list from uk.bookshop.org, an organisation that supports local bookshops, or Amazon.co.uk. Great for gifts or your classroom library.Buy from UK.Bookshop.OrgBuy from Amazon.co.ukDisclosure: If you buy books using the buttons above: we may earn a commission from Bookshop.org, whose
fees support independent bookshops; as an Amazon Associate schoolreadinglist.co.uk earns from qualifying purchases.Schools & teachers: please respect copyright and dont copy our books for 6 year olds list. If you find our book recommendations useful, please consider sharing on social media or linking to this page instead. Thanks. If you liked our
list of books for 6 year olds, have look at our KS1 books list, and our Year 2 books list.This booklist was last updated on January 30th, 2025 and first published in 2022. Looking for the best books for a 6-year-old? Weve got the perfect list for you! Having raised 5 kids through this particular age, we are well-equipped to give suggestions for children
with all kinds of book preferences. Weve got suggestions for Harry Potter-loving fantasy fans and picture book suggestions for reluctant readers. Below, youll find lots of great stories divided by category. Many of the books for a 6-year-old have links to book lists with even more recommendations, so be sure to poke around. Looking for more options?
Weve got tons of genre-specific book lists for 6-year-olds! *Post contains affiliate links. Purchases made through links result in a small commission to us at no cost to you. Some books have been gifted. All opinions are our own. Best Books for 6-Year-Olds This is a wonderful series for the early reader. High-frequency words, great stories, and bright
colorful pictures fill these stories. These early readers havelargetype, cute pictures but are definitely not short on fun. Heidi seems like a regular eight-year-old girl but, she is a witch. She may not be ready for Hogwarts quite yet, but with21 books in the series, she is keeping herself occupied in the meantime. This is a wonderful, magical book that is
rich in plot and imagination. I love this book as my kids first fantasy chapter book. It is such a great story and continues with two more books after.Elmer and the Dragon andThe Dragons of Bluelandcomplete this trilogy. It says 6+ for age range, but my 3 and 5-year-olds enjoy listening to me read this tale to them at bedtime too. Author: Ron Roy
Illustrator: John Steven Gurney Year: 1997 Genre: Early Reader Mystery Age: 6 8 More info: A to Z Mysteries #1 The first in a kids mystery book series, each book in the A to Z mysteries series solves a mystery starting with a different letter. This first one is about an absent author who never turned up to his event, and the three kid detectives looking
for him. Why Kirsten loves it Despite being a series, each of the books is a standalone that can be read out of order. This was one of the first book series my son read alone. Find this book in: Best Books for 6-year-olds / Mystery Books for Kids / Early Reader Books Author: David Adler Illustrator: Susanna Natti Year: 1980 Genre: Early Reader Mystery
Age: 6 8 More info: Cam Jansen #1 The first in the Cam Jansen series introduces readers to Cam, a young girl with a photographic memory and an uncanny ability to solve crimes. This particular story finds Cam and her friend Erin at the mall when the jewelry store is robbed. Can she solve the case? Why Kirsten loves it Cam Jansen is one of the first
series my children ever read aloud, and it happens to be a great set of childrens mystery books! Each chapter is concise and ideal for developing readers, while the mysteries within keep the kids engaged. Since each book is a stand-alone, you can read them in whatever order you choose. Find this book in: Mystery Books for Kids / Best Books for 6-
year-olds / Early Reader Books Author: Brian Selznick, David Serlin Illustrator: Brian Selznick Year: 2018 Genre: Early Reader Age: 3 7 This book is the perfect mystery book for a VERY beginning reader who is looking for a chapter book that looks like its made for older kids. Baby Monkey is a detective who is ready to solve mysteries. Why Jackie
loves it With Selznicks signature illustrations, easy language, and repetitive sentences, this book is hysterical and a great way to learn to read. Baby monkey putting his pants on gets me every time! Find this book in: Books for a 6-Year-Old / Mystery Books for Kids / Animal Books for Kids If your family loves Mary Poppins or Amelia Bedilia, they will
love Mrs. Piggle-wiggle too! This cheery old lady has the craziest fixes to any childhood issues, but they work every time! I love that each chapter is its own short story. It makes it easier to digest for younger kids. Author: Roald Dahl Illustrator: Quentin Blake Year: 1964 Genre: Middle Grade Classic Age: 6 9 More info: Charlie Bucket #1 Charlie is
thrilled when he gets a golden ticket to see inside Willy Wonkas amazing chocolate factory, but this is no ordinary candy factory. The machines and recipes behind the walls of the factory are what dreams are made of. Step into the wonderful world of Willy Wonka and youll never be the same again. Trigger Warnings Fatphobia Why Kirsten loves it
This story is quite the classic and it revolves around all things candy! With its creeptastic vibes, its also wonderful for Halloween. Ive loved this story for a long time, but I dont love the author. Please be advised that he is a known for incredibly problematic comments about women, Jews, and minority groups. Find this book in: Best Classic Books for
Kids / Best Books for an 8-Year-Old / Read Aloud Childrens Books / Kids Food Books / Books about Candy Author: Beatrix Potter Illustrator: Beatrix Potter Year: 1901 Genre: Classic Short Story Collection Age: 4 7 Beatrix Potters Tales of Peter Rabbit are some of the most beloved stories in childrens literature. Her fantastic illustrations and Peters
engrossing escapades have stood the test of time. I was so pleased when I learned there would be a movie adaptation of the series. This book should be on every kids bookshelf! And dont forget to watch the Netflix book adaptation! Why Jackie loves it It is a classic that withstands the test of time. There is nothing cuter than talking animals and the
illustrations are beautiful and so realistic. Find this book in: Best Rabbit Books / Best Animal Books for Kids / Best Books for 5-year-olds Author: Kate DiCamillo Illustrator: Timothy Basil Ering Year: 2003 Genre: Early Reader Age: 7 10 More info: Newbery Medal Winner Kirsten and I love Kate DiCamillo. She is a modern storyteller who appeals to
children intelligently and thoughtfully. Despereaux is a fantastical mouse who is in love with Princess Pea. Together with Roscuro and Miggery Sow, the trio embark on an epic adventure with stunning illustrations that will immerse you in their story. Why Jackie loves it This Newberry Award-winning book is delightful. I love the message in this
wonderful book that is a story of love, bravery, friendship, wishes, and dreams. Find this book in: Best Books for 7-year-olds / The Best Family Audiobooks / Read Aloud Books / Newbery Medal Winner This school has the funniest and weirdest group of teachers. This series is funny and engaging and perfect for early readers! With over 20 books in this
series so far, your child will be entertained for months to come. These are books any 6-year-old will enjoy. The Magic Schoolbus is back with Miss Frizzle and the kids. This early reader looks at an underwater ecosystem and endangered fish in Hawaii. There is sure to be an adventure with Miss Frizzle around. This is the first book in the series Chris
Van Dusen has done it again with this outrageous book. Jack is imagining how he would like his school to be from the cafeteria and classrooms to the gymnasium and playground. Written in his signature rhyme, this book with amaze everyone and should lead to a fun discussion about your childs ideal school! Mac B Kid Spy is an adorable series about
a kid spy who works for the Queen of England! Its a great series of books for a 6-year-old looking to step up their reading game. Its almost a mix between a first-chapter book and a graphic novel. This funny picture book is all about a young kid who is a spy. Except hes not a very good spy! Hes not sneaky, its very clumsy and he has a lot to learn.
Olivia the pig is back and being as silly as ever. Its almost her birthday and she cant stop eavesdropping and trying to figure out what presents she is getting! But soon she thinks something else is afoot. My kids were giggling when Olivia started thinking she was being sent to military school! What a silly pig. This is a hilarious story about the princess
who outwits a dragon,rescues the prince, andrealizes she doesnt need him to be happy!!! It is a classic, wonderful story. Like most of Robert Munchs books, it is funny and sillyand the perfect read-aloud. Author: Joseph Keufler Illustrator: Joseph Keufler Year: 2017 Genre: Picture Book Age: 4 8 Dont hog the swings, dont refuse to share the slide, and



dont act like you are the ruler of the playground or a battle of kings may break out! Why Kirsten loves it This charming playground tale is simply adorable. It teaches playground behavior by showing what not to do. Find this book in: Playground Books / Best Books for 7-year-olds / Back to School Books Author: Carmela LaVigna Coyle Illustrator: Mike
Gordon, Carl Gordon Year: 2003 Genre: Picture Books Age: 2 6 In this fun story, a little girl is wondering what its like to be a real life princess by asking questions like Do princesses wear hiking boots? I love that not only does this book ask questions, but it also looks at gender norms and questions them as well. Why Jackie loves it This book is a more
advanced question book to read to kids. The idea that your child can grow up to be anything they choose is a more advanced concept but, the story itself has engaging illustrations that open the door to asking so many more questions. Find this book in: Books to Encourage Children to Be Unique / Best Books for 6-year-olds All three books in this series
are amazing at encouraging passion and imagination. (Have a look atlggy Peck ArchitectandRosie Revere Engineer). Ada is a thinker whose questions often lead to disasters in the house but, as a parent, how do you encourage your childs outside-the-box thinking? Author: Nancy E. Shaw Illustrator: Margot Apple Year: 2016 Genre: Board Books Age: 1
3 These sheep are driving and get stuck in the mud. The entire story does not rhyme but there are many rhyming words from the same word family. It is funny and perfect for a young reader. Everyone in my family can still recite every word of this one! This is a perfect book to include in a list of childrens books with alliteration because there are a few
examples in this hilarious and silly book. Why Kirsten loves it This is a perfect book to include in a list of childrens books with alliteration because there are a few examples in this hilarious and silly book. Find this book in: Alliteration Books / Books for a 1-year-old Its Llama Llamas first day of preschool and heis overwhelmed with feelings. He is trying
to get used to the new toys and new surroundings but he just misses his mama. Soon he learns that its OK to love mama and have fun at school too. Love Llama llama? We have the school on all of Anna Dewdneys books here. This early reader graphic novel is adorable and the first in the Narwhal and Jelly book series. This book is three short stories in
one featuring these ocean besties making new friends. This is one of the best books for beginner readers to gain confidence. Author: Michael Bond Illustrator: Peggy Fortnum Year: 1958 Genre: Early Reader Age: 4 8 More info: Paddington #1 Even before he became a motion picture star, this little bear won my heart. With his hat, duffle coat, and
suitcase, he was my favorite growing up. Why Jackie loves it My kids love him just as much with his crazy antics. He is sweet, lovable, and hilarious.The perfect combination! I recently found out that the story of Paddington was actually a story written about the children in WWII who were sent away from their parents to keep them safe. That aspect
adds to a story that I already loved. Find this book in: Chapter Books to Read Aloud / Best Books for 7-year-olds Author: Kate DiCamillo Illustrator: Chris Van Dusen Year: 2005 Genre: Early Reader Age: 4 8 More info: Mercy Watson #1 My youngest sons favorite early reader series revolved around a pig named Mercy Watson. I have every book about
this charming pig being raised as a child in the Watson home. There is also a spin-off series about her neighbors on Deckawoo Drive. Why Kirsten loves it I love Kate DiCamillo and the wonderful messages in her books but I cannot overlook the wonderful drawings of Chris Van Dusen too! This is my favorite early reader series to gift every kid loves
Mercy. Find this book in: Best Books for 5-year-olds / Bedtime Stories / Early Reader Books / Best Chapter Books to Read Aloud The #1 bestselling chapter book series of all time celebrates 25 years with new covers and a new, easy-to-use numbering system! Where did the tree house come from? Before Jack and Annie can find out, the mysterious tree
house whisks them to the prehistoric past. Now they have to figure out how to get home. Can they do it before darkor will they become a dinosaurs dinner? Did you know that theres a Magic Tree House book for every kid? Why We Love These Books: We love that there are so many adventures to choose from. We know your picky reader can find a few
that appeal to their likes!Find This Book in 40+ Early Reader Books / Read Aloud If your child likes basketball, they would love this story written by Shaq. Its a perfect early reader story for kids that love sports and regular kid stuff. Its another series of perfect books for 6-year-olds. Author: Mike Berenstain Illustrator: Mike Berenstain Year: 2017
Genre: Early Reader Age: 4 8 This is one of the kids books about football that is perfect for early readers. Its all about the Grizzly Bowl! As they wait for the big game to start, Brother and Sister bear and their friends play some football of their own. Why Kirsten loves it If you have a sports lover who is learning to read, this is the perfect story for you!
Find this book in: Football Books for Kids / Best Books for 6-year-olds Author: Maria Isabel Sanchez Vegara Illustrator: Anna Katharina Jansen Year: 2020 Genre: Nonfiction Age: 4-7 More info: Part of the Little People, Big Dreams series The biography of famed athlete Jesse Owens and his journey to the 1936 Berlin Olympics is explored in this book. It
tells his story starting in his childhood and also addresses the hardships and racism he encountered in a way children can understand. Why Kirsten loves it Its important to note that the Olympics are not always a perfect experience for every athlete. Racism and sexism has always existed in sports and this book addresses that in an age-appropriate
way. Find this book in: Best Books for 6-year-olds / Olympics Books for Kids Author: Dav Pilkey Illustrator: Dav Pilkey Year: 2016 Genre: Early Reader Age: 6 9 More info: Dog Man #1 Dav Pilkey is THE author of books for reluctant readers. His graphic novels never disappoint. From Dog Man to Captain Underwear, these books will keep your kids
laughing AND reading. This particular story is about a half-man, half-dog hero. Why Jackie loves it Dog Man is a funny character that kids love to read. The more your child reads, the better they get at reading! Its a great cycle. Find this book in: Animal Books / Books for a 6-Year-Old Author: Kate DiCamillo Illustrator: Chris Van Dusen Year: 2013
Genre: Early Reader Books Age: 5 7 More info: Mercy Watson #4 Everyones favorite pig is back for some Halloween antics in this continuation of the Mercy Watson series. Mercy is ready for the treating part of the night with visions of her beloved buttered toast. But Eugenie Lincoln, next door, isnt quite in the Halloween spirit especially when she
sees Mercy show up in a princess costume! Why Kirsten loves it Mercy Watson is my favorite early reader series. Not only will your kids feel confident while reading this book, but the illustrations are by Chris Van Dusen who is my absolute favorite! Find similar books in: Animal Books for Kids / Best Books for 6-year-olds Author: Mlanie Watt
Illustrator: Mlanie Watt Year: 2006 Genre: Childrens Fiction Age: 3-7 More info: First in a series The first book in a series of delightful tales of a neurotic squirrel, this is a laugh-out-loud funny story. After reading it, my boys became obsessed with squirrels. Now the series is 9 books long, so your kids will have lots of Scaredy Squirrel to read in the
future! Why Kirsten loves it Scaredy Squirrel is completely neurotic and hilarious. But he also makes some teachable moments that kids can relate to. Find this book in: Animal Books For Kids / Best Books for 6-year-olds Similar to the Who Is series, The History of series focuses on key moments in history told in a way that 6-9-year-olds can
comprehend. Books in the series include subjects like Pearl Harbor, the Titanic, The American Revolution, and The Civil War. Author: Jennider Berne Illustrator: ric Puybaret Year: 2015 Genre: Nonfiction Picture Book Age: 2 7 Jacques Cousteau is one of the most famous oceanographers in the world. With gorgeous paintings and poetic text, this is the
biography of the man who would forever change how we view the ocean. Why Kirsten loves it I remember being enamored by Jacques Cousteau in elementary school, so this particular picture book sings to my inner child. Find this book in: Ocean Books for Kids / Best Books for 6-year-olds Author: Shana Corey Illustrator: Chloe Quinn Release Date:
February 25, 2025 Genre: Early Reader Age: 4 6 More info: Part of the Step into Reading Series In this fun early reader story, Swifties can learn to read with their favorite star as inspiration! With short sentences, easy-to-sound-out words, and fun illustrations, the book is a great way to encourage fans to read. Why Kirsten loves it I love anything that
gets kids interested in reading. Tapping into Taylor fever might be the perfect way to get a young music lover to read! Dont force your child to read a genre or book they dont like it will discourage them from reading At this age, kids will be learning to read, but they will also still love being read to. Make sure you encourage both! Picture books are for
everyone! Each of the books on this list appears on other book lists across the website. Find a book you (or your child) enjoy and explore other book lists that book is on! Like all readers, 6-year-olds should read the genre they find most interesting. The hard part is finding books at their reading level that make them eager to read. Have them read the
first page of any book. If they struggle with more than three words, try a different one. A hard question to answer, but some of my favorites from each genre includeBaby Monkey, Private Eye by Brian Selznick, I Lost a Tooth by Mo Willems, and The Ramona Series by Beverly Cleary. Finding age-appropriate books for 6-year-olds comes down to
finding the right book at their reading level! Did you find any books for a 6-year-old to add to your home library? If you are looking for more amazing book lists, check out these lists sorted by age. Kirsten Co-Founder and Creative Director As a mother of two boys, Kirsten rediscovered her life-long love for reading while choosing appropriate books for
her children. She started this website with Jackie to share their passion for literacy with other moms and kids. She uses her years of experience in marketing and public relations to create quarterly magazines, implement social media strategy, and ensure the website content is relevant and beautiful. Embarking on the wondrous journey of reading is a
pivotal milestone for young minds. At the age of 6, children are blossoming into newly independent readers, eager to explore captivating stories and fascinating facts. This curated selection of the best books for 6 year olds promises to ignite their curiosity, nurture their love for reading, and open doors to incredible adventures across diverse realms.
In the delightful book, How Families Are Made, award-winning GP, Dr. Amir Khan, takes young readers on an engaging journey to discover the wonders of how families begin and how each child becomes a part of their unique family. With vibrant illustrations by Donough O'Malley, this accessible introduction celebrates the diversity that makes every
family special, opening up discussions and fostering understanding among younger readers. Every member of a family starts as a baby even grandparents were tiny babies once! The way babies are made is part of a subject called biology, and it is super interesting because lots of things have to come together all at the right time to make a little human
being. Part of my job as a doctor is getting to see lots ofbabies, and every one of them is different. There are many types of doctors, and I am a General Practitioner, or GP. You may have been to see your own GP when you were unwell. My favourite part of the job is getting to know the families I look after and watching them grow over time. Families
are really important because their job is to give us safety and support. The adults in your family make sure you have food to eat and water to drink, and if you have brothers and/or sisters, you will know they can be annoying at times but you lovethem anyway! Humans are not the only animals that live in families. Elephants,for example, live in family
groups called herds. Sometimes a herd can consist of a hundred elephants, all led by a female elephant called a matriarch. The older elephants help the younger ones by showing them where the best leaves to eat and the best water to drink are. My family isnt quite as big as a herd of elephants, but I do have six sisters and as far as human beings go,
that is a lot of people in one family. And, like an elephant, my family is led by a matriarch: my mother. She can be a bit bossy at times, but I love her, and she makes the best food! Who is the best cook in your family? Families come in all sorts of shapes and sizes. Some are small, with one or two members, and others are HUGE, with grandparents,
aunts, uncles, nephews and nieces. Some people eveninclude their pets as part of their family. But how do families begin? Lets find out! In How To Build A Home, architect and TV presenter George Clarke takes young readers on an engaging journey through the world of design and construction. From treehouses to skyscrapers, Clarke explores the
fascinating stories behind our homes, covering everything from marvellous materials to future tech. With vibrant illustrations by Robert Sae-Heng, this book is perfect for newly independent readers aged 6 to 9 who are curious about the built environment and the world around them. Superhero Animals by Chris Packham CBE is a must-read for young
readers. This beautifully illustrated book takes you on an adventure to discover the amazing animals that will help save our world. From whales to earthworms, dogs to wasps, Packham explores these incredible creatures and their superpowers that make them true heroes of nature. Sometimes its easy to forget just how lucky we are to live on such a
special planet, one which we share with over nine million other species of animals, plants and fungi! Just like humans, every single one has animportant job to do and they work together to keep our ecosystems healthy for everything to live in. From pollinating plants and fertilising oceans to cleaning soil, in this book you are about to learn about
someamazing SUPERHERO ANIMALS. When I was your age, I sat in my bedroom reading about all the exotic life that crawled, flew, swam and stampeded across the pages of my books. At night I would dream about meeting snow leopards, pangolins and thumb-sized hummingbirds. They were so far away they seemed almost alien to me, inhabitants
of another universe.The animals I loved most were the ones closest to me the tadpoles in my pond, the foxes in my garden and thekestrels hovering high above my local park. They were my real-life animal friends and I wanted to make them happy and protect them. I found stones to provide shelterfor the froglets, fed hungry vixens my left-over dinner
and put up nesting boxes for birds of prey.When I grew up, I became a zoologist and studied wild animals. Then I started travelling the world asa TV presenter so I could show as many other people as possible how wonderful wildlife is. Now I spend lots of time trying to save animals from having their homes destroyed or from being hunted or cruelly
treated. Even as an adult it can seem really hard to make a difference when there are so many species in need of care and conservation. But I find that doing something, however small, helps me feel so much better and that makes me want to do even more. Never forget that change starts with you. One person, in one community, on our one planet.
You have thepower to help animals now, so that they will keep helping you, your family and your friends in the future. So, get to know them, fall in love with them and . . . start saving them today! Why Money Matters, written by Deborah Meaden and illustrated by Hao Hao, is a captivating exploration of the fascinating world of money. This Financial
Times Book of the Year delves into the origins of coins, unusual jobs, and practical lessons on banking, taxes and budgeting. With its engaging facts, challenges, and vibrant illustrations, it's the perfect introduction for young readers as early as 6 to grasp the significance of money in our world. Have you ever heard the saying money makes the world
go round? Well, when I was very little, I imagined someone putting money into a machine that would spin the world round and round, a bit like the slot machines you can play at the seaside.Of course, that seems silly now, but to a little girl with a big imagination, that was exactly what I thought, and it fascinated me. I had no idea what money even
meant, except that it made the world turn round like a ballerina in a music box.It became more real when I heard my parents talk about it, a lot... Sometimes because we didnt have enough money to buy the things we wanted. When I was older, they started giving me a small amount of money each week. Sometimes this wasnt enough for the things I
wanted. They explained that if I wanted more, I could do something to earn it. I didnt know then, but they were teaching me the value of money... a lesson that I still carry with me today.I made my first money when I was seven years old selling flowers from the garden. Having my own money felt good and meant I could do what I wanted with it. At
eight I had saved enough to buy myself a silver horseshoe charm for my bracelet. I soon realised this was only the start, and that if I wanted to add more charms, then Id need to keep saving.Since then I have spent my life owning businesses that make money. The money they make is used to pay the people who work there, to buy things from other
businesses and people (so they too can make money), and to pay me enough money to be able to do the thingsl want to do.Money may not literally make the world go round, but it is a very big part of the human world we all live in now. In this book we are going to take a fascinating journey to discover where money came from and why, and how it
shapes the world we live in today, so that you can become a money expert. The Amazing Bodies book by Dr Ronx, illustrated by Ashton Attzs, is a must-read. It's packed with fun facts and challenges about the incredible human body, taking you on a tour of spongy brains, gooey guts, and everything in between. Perfect for nurturing curious minds and
fostering a love of reading in newly independent readers. Marvellous Vehicles, written by James May and beautifully illustrated by Emans, takes young readers on an exciting journey through incredible human-powered vehicles. From bicycles and submarines to amphibious vehicles and even a helicopter, this book is packed with fun facts and
challenges. Inspiring the next generation of experts, Marvellous Vehicles is a must-read adventure that will captivate young explorers with its vibrant illustrations and engaging content. Amazing Football Facts Every 6 Year Old Needs To Know is a fun, stat-packed book that fills your brain with football trivia from around the world. Discover
extraordinary facts like which team plays in a crocodile-shaped stadium, famous footballers who went to the same school, and the legendary manager who's never been sacked! Fully illustrated, it has everything young readers need to know about their favourite stars and pioneering players. If you love watching or playing football, youll find TONS of
fascinating factsin this fun-filled book...Which top football club has never won a major trophy?Which footballer has adoptedtwo baby pandas?Who has scored over 830 goals for their team and country? Read on to find out the answers and lots more awesome information about the beautiful game...The Turkish football teamBursaspor plays insidea croc-
shaped stadium. Its eyes and teeth light up on match days!Marta Vieira da Silva is one of the best female footballers of all time. She has scored a whopping 115 goals for Brazil. Archie Thompson from Australiaholds the record for the most goals scored in a single international match ever 13. Amazing Puzzles And Quizzes For Every 6 Year Old is filled
with over 150 brain-busting puzzles and quizzes, fully illustrated throughout. Perfect for readers looking to challenge their reading skills, this book offers a variety of puzzles like spot the difference, mazes, odd one out, and word puzzles, along with quiz questions on topics like sports, geography, space and food. As young explorers delve into these
engaging books, they'll not only enhance their reading skills but also cultivate a lifelong passion for learning and discovery. These fact-filled adventures are sure to inspire their imaginations and foster a deep appreciation for the wonders of the world around them. Your coupon code: DEA995E is reserved for 14m 39s. You can apply it at checkout.
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