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Practice	questions	are	an	essential	part	of	any	GMAT	prep.	But	how	do	you	find	the	best	GMAT	sample	questions?	In	this	article,	I’ll	address	what	to	look	for	in	GMAT	practice	questions,	the	pros	and	cons	of	both	official	and	unofficial	GMAT	test	questions,	and	tips	on	creating	an	effective	GMAT	study	plan	using	these	resources.	What	to	Look	for	in
GMAT	Sample	Questions	There	are	a	wide	variety	of	GMAT	sample	questions	out	there.	How	do	you	know	if	you’re	using	quality	practice	ones?	These	are	a	few	of	the	characteristics	of	good	GMAT	practice	questions,	whether	they’re	official	or	unofficial.	#1:	Same	Format	and	Question	Types	as	the	Real	GMAT	Once	you	start	taking	GMAT	practice
tests,	you’ll	get	a	feel	for	how	GMAT	questions	should	look:	how	long	they	are,	what	they	look	like	on	the	screen,	the	topics	they	tend	to	cover,	and	the	style	in	which	they’re	written,	for	example.	In	every	section,	there	will	also	be	a	mix	of	question	types:	the	quant	section	always	includes	both	data	sufficiency	and	problem-solving	questions,	while	the
verbal	section	always	includes	a	mix	of	sentence	correction,	reading	comprehension,	and	critical	reasoning	questions.	The	GMAT	example	questions	you	choose	as	you	prepare	for	the	test	should	be	as	similar	as	possible	to	real	questions	written	by	the	Graduate	Management	Admissions	Council	(GMAC).	The	closer	you	can	get	to	simulating	real
testing	conditions,	including	everything	from	visuals	to	question	content,	the	more	comfortable	you’ll	feel	on	the	day	of	the	test.	Also,	answering	GMAT	practice	questions	that	are	similar	to	those	you’ll	encounter	on	exam	day	will	help	you	gauge	your	progress	and	potential	GMAT	score	range	accurately.	Not	sure	how	or	what	to	study?	Confused	by
how	to	improve	your	score	in	the	shortest	time	possible?	We've	created	the	only	Online	GMAT	Prep	Program	that	identifies	your	strengths	and	weaknesses,	customizes	a	study	plan,	coaches	you	through	lessons	and	quizzes,	and	adapts	your	study	plan	as	you	improve.	We	believe	PrepScholar	GMAT	is	the	best	GMAT	prep	program	available,	especially
if	you	find	it	hard	to	organize	your	study	schedule	and	don't	want	to	spend	a	ton	of	money	on	the	other	companies'	one-size-fits-all	study	plans.	#2:	Computerized	(and	Hopefully	Adaptive)	The	GMAT	is	a	computerized	adaptive	test	(CAT),	which	means	it	adapts	to	the	test	taker’s	skill	level	in	real	time	to	determine	both	their	score	and	the	mix	of
questions	they’re	given.	Ideally,	GMAT	sample	questions	should	follow	this	format,	so	you	can	be	best	prepared	for	what	you’ll	see	and	experience	on	test	day.	Practice	resources	in	CAT	format	will	usually	advertise	that	fact	prominently.	If	they	don’t,	they’re	likely	not	in	the	format	of	the	official	GMAT.	Obviously	not	every	resource	you	use	will	be	in
CAT	format—for	example,	if	you’re	using	a	book	to	do	drills	on	specific	question	types.	But	a	sizable	portion	of	your	prep	should	be	done	using	practice	questions	in	CAT	format.	#3:	Accurate	Difficulty	Levels	The	GMAT	always	includes	a	mix	of	easy,	medium	and	difficult	questions.	How	many	you	receive	of	each	will	depend	partly	on	the	computerized
adaptive	test:	You’ll	start	with	‘medium’	questions,	and	if	you	answer	those	correctly,	you’ll	be	given	more	difficult	questions	on	average;	if	you	answer	them	incorrectly,	you’ll	get	easier	questions	on	average.	However,	every	test	taker	will	receive	some	questions	at	all	three	difficulty	levels.	Your	selection	of	practice	GMAT	questions	should	be	at	the
same	difficulty	level	as	the	real	GMAT	test	questions.	As	you	prepare,	you’ll	be	able	to	tell	if	your	sample	GMAT	questions	seem	too	easy	or	too	difficult	on	average.	Practicing	with	either	too-difficult	or	too-easy	questions	might	give	you	an	inaccurate	picture	of	your	probable	ultimate	GMAT	score,	and	could	also	leave	you	underprepared	for	the	real
GMAT.	#4:	Organized	by	Skill	and/or	Difficulty	You	should	target	your	weaknesses	when	completing	GMAT	practice	questions.	You	may	struggle	more	with	data	sufficiency	questions	than	with	problem-solving	questions	on	the	quant	section,	for	example,	or	you	may	do	well	on	most	geometry	questions	but	wrestle	more	with	trigonometry	and	algebra.
Alternatively,	you	may	have	mastered	easy	questions	across	the	board	and	might	need	to	focus	on	medium	and/or	difficult	questions	instead.	Resources	that	offer	customizable	sets	(based	on	question	type,	skills	tested,	and	difficulty	level)	of	GMAT	practice	questions,	or	that	separate	the	questions	according	to	those	categories,	will	help	you	study
more	effectively	and	in	a	more	organized	fashion	than	ones	that	aren’t	labeled	according	to	type	or	that	are	randomly	compiled.	The	more	specifically	each	question	is	categorized,	the	more	effectively	you	will	be	able	to	form	a	study	plan	that	hones	in	on	your	specific	problem	areas.	Computerized	adaptive	practice	questions	will	help	you	prepare
most	effectively	for	the	GMAT.	Official	GMAT	Practice	Questions	The	Graduate	Management	Admissions	Council	(GMAC)	releases	a	variety	of	practice	resources	that	use	official	GMAT	sample	questions,	either	written	by	the	test	makers	themselves	or	adopted	from	retired	exams.	For	each	resource,	I’ll	go	over	what’s	included,	its	strengths	and
weaknesses,	and	the	best	way	to	make	use	of	it	in	your	prep.	#1:	GMATPrep	Software	The	official	GMATPrep	Software	is	the	best	resource	for	GMAT	practice	questions	available.	It	contains	two	full-length	simulated	computerized	adaptive	tests.	Everything	is	written	by	GMAC,	so	you	know	you’re	getting	the	real	thing.	You	can	take	the	two	practice
tests	as	many	times	as	you	like,	but	you’ll	likely	repeat	some	of	the	same	questions	if	you	take	each	one	more	than	once.	You	can	customize	your	sets	of	practice	questions,	choosing	1-15	questions	of	each	type	(critical	reasoning,	sentence	correction,	and	reading	comprehension,	for	verbal)	and	difficulty	(easy,	medium,	or	difficult).	In	addition	to	the
questions	on	the	two	practice	tests,	there	are	90	additional	practice	questions	available	on	the	software.	The	software	also	includes	a	detailed	breakdown	of	GMAT	question	types	and	strategies,	as	well	as	a	review	of	skills	you’ll	need	for	the	quant	section.	The	Good:	It’s	free	for	registered	users	of	mba.com.	Just	create	an	account.	The	practice
questions	are	identical	in	length,	format,	style,	content,	and	visuals	to	what	you’ll	see	on	the	GMAT.	Answer	explanations	are	step-by-step	and	in-depth,	and	you	can	go	back	and	review	or	drill	questions	you	previously	got	wrong	as	many	times	as	you	like.	Detailed	performance	reviews	break	down	what	you’re	getting	wrong	so	you	can	hone	in	on	your
weak	spots,	including	specific	question	types	and	skill	sets	The	Bad:	Not	much!	The	GMATPrep	exams	are	great	GMAT	example	tests.	There	aren’t	many	resources	that	can	beat	official	questions	under	simulated	testing	conditions,	and	it’s	free.	However,	there	are	only	two	full-length	practice	tests,	so	you’ll	likely	need	to	supplement	these	practice
questions	with	other	resources.	Also,	while	the	quant	review	is	great,	there	isn’t	a	similar	resource	available	on	the	software	for	the	verbal	section.	How	to	Use	It:	It’s	best	to	start	off	your	GMAT	prep	by	taking	one	of	the	two	full-length	simulated	tests	on	the	GMATPrep	software.	Since	the	practice	questions	and	score	report	are	so	realistic,	the	results
will	serve	as	a	good	barometer	of	your	starting	point.	After	you	complete	the	rest	of	your	prep	with	other	practice	questions,	you	should	take	the	second	GMATPrep	practice	test	a	few	weeks	before	you	take	the	GMAT.	This	will	give	you	a	good	idea	of	where	you	stand	before	exam	day.	#2:	GMATPrep	Question	Pack	1	An	official	addition	to	the
GMATPrep	Software,	the	GMATPrep	Question	Pack	contains	404	additional	official	questions.	You	can	create	custom	sets	of	practice	questions	of	any	length	based	on	your	needs.	Each	set	of	questions	can	be	completed	in	either	‘exam	mode’	(timed,	under	simulated	test	conditions)	or	‘study	mode’	(untimed).	The	Question	Pack	will	cost	you	$29.99	to
download.	The	Good:	This	resource	contains	practice	questions	that	aren’t	available	in	any	other	official	prep	materials.	Your	performance	reviews	for	these	practice	questions	will	be	integrated	into	your	overall	progress	reports	in	the	GMATPrep	Software,	allowing	you	to	get	an	even	more	accurate	picture	of	what	your	needs	are	in	terms	of	prep.	The
Bad:	There	isn’t	much	of	a	downside	to	official	questions	as	a	supplement	to	your	overall	prep.	How	to	Use	It:	Once	you’ve	taken	a	few	practice	tests	and	figured	out	your	weaknesses,	create	custom	practice	question	sets	that	target	your	difficult	spots	(particular	sections,	question	types,	or	question	difficulty	levels).	These	will	serve	as	drills	to	beef	up
your	skills	in	those	areas.	GMAT	customizable	question	banks	allow	you	to	work	on	your	timing.	#3:	The	GMATPrep	Exam	Collection	These	are	official	additions	to	the	GMATPrep	Software.	You	can	only	get	them	once	you’ve	downloaded	the	original	free	software.	Each	Exam	Pack	contains	90	additional	practice	questions	(30	quantitative,	45	verbal,
and	15	integrated	reasoning),	as	well	as	two	full-length	computerized	adaptive	GMATs.	Each	Exam	Pack	costs	$49.99.	The	Good:	In-depth	diagnostics	will	let	you	know	how	you’re	doing	in	comparison	to	your	peers	on	every	subsection	of	the	test,	as	well	as	how	your	pacing	could	improve	on	each	question	type.	Answer	explanations	offer	step-by-step,
detailed	analyses	of	all	practice	questions.	The	Bad:	Not	much	(official	GMAC	questions	are	always	helpful),	except	that	they’re	a	bit	pricey.	How	to	Use	It:	These	practice	questions	are	a	great	first	step	after	you	take	an	initial	diagnostic	practice	test,	particularly	if	you’re	still	unsure	of	what	exactly	your	weak	spots	are.	You	can	use	the	two	full-length
CAT	GMATs	to	gauge	your	progress	throughout	your	prep.	Alongside	the	official	GMATPrep	Software,	you’ll	have	four	full-length	tests,	so	you	can	space	them	out	to	regularly	check	up	on	how	your	score	is	improving.	#4:	GMAT	Write	GMAT	Write	is	a	fairly	new	tool	released	by	the	makers	of	the	GMAT,	meant	to	help	you	with	the	analytical	writing
assessment.	It	includes	two	unique	sample	prompts	for	the	analytical	writing	assessment	section.	GMAT	Write	will	time	your	essays	(30	minutes	each,	just	like	on	the	real	exam)	and	score	them	in	real	time	according	to	the	GMAC	rubric.	It	costs	$29.99	to	download.	The	Good:	The	visuals	and	experience	of	writing	the	essay	are	highly	realistic.	The
sample	questions	are	written	by	GMAC,	so	you	know	they’re	reliable.	GMAT	Write	scores	your	essays	according	to	the	same	criteria	used	on	the	real	GMAT—	‘analyzes	the	issue,’	‘supports	ideas,’	‘organizes	a	coherent	idea,’	and	‘language	control’—	in	real	time.	It’s	the	only	official	GMAC	tool	that	will	score	your	sample	essays.	The	Bad:	There	are
only	two	unique	exam	prompts	included,	which	isn’t	necessarily	a	lot	of	practice	for	$29.99.	You	won’t	get	any	detailed	feedback,	just	scores	in	each	of	the	four	categories	used	to	assess	GMAT	essays.	How	to	Use	It:	Use	it	alongside	other	practice	tests.	Many	other	resources	only	have	integrated	reasoning,	verbal	and	quantitative	practice	questions,
so	adding	a	prompt	from	GMAT	Write	to	your	practice	test	will	help	you	more	closely	simulated	the	experience	of	the	actual	GMAT.	GMAT	Write	will	help	you	prep	for	the	Analytical	Writing	Assessment.	#5:	The	GMAT	Official	Guide	2018	The	GMAT	Official	Guide	2018	is	a	comprehensive	resource	for	GMAT	prep.	Included	in	your	purchase	($19.95)	is
access	(both	online	and	in	print)	to	over	900	official	practice	questions,	access	to	an	accompanying	site	where	you	can	customize	sets	of	practice	questions,	and	online	videos	with	plenty	of	GMAT	tips	and	strategies.	The	Good:	The	questions	are	written	by	GMAC,	so	they’re	high	quality.	The	online	practice	questions	mimic	the	visuals	of	the	real
GMAT.	The	practice	questions	are	organized	in	order	of	difficulty.	The	Bad:	The	answer	explanations	and	introduction	sections	(where	key	GMAT	concepts	get	broken	down)	are	too	complex	for	non-advanced	students.	This	is	especially	true	for	the	quant	and	sentence	correction	questions.	The	online	question	bank	only	allows	you	to	save	ten	practice
sessions	at	a	time,	so	if	you	plan	on	doing	more,	you’ll	need	to	delete	them	before	starting	a	new	session.	How	to	Use	It:	The	online	question	bank	is	great	for	regular	practice	sessions.	The	question	sets	are	customizable,	and	you	can	review	them	at	any	time.	The	book	itself	is	a	good	resource	to	start	your	practice	with	after	using	the	GMATPrep
software	as	an	initial	diagnostic	tool.	#6:	IR	Prep	Tool	The	Integrated	Reasoning	(IR)	Prep	Tool	was	introduced	in	2014	to	aid	students	specifically	in	the	integrated	reasoning	section.	The	tool	includes	48	integrated	reasoning	questions	total:	10	graphics	interpretation	questions,	15	multi-source	reasoning	questions,	15	two-part	analysis	questions,	and
eight	table	analysis	questions.	You	can	create	customized	practice	question	sets,	focusing	on	all	question	types	or	just	one.	You	can	also	set	the	difficulty	level	for	each	practice	question	set.	Once	downloaded,	you	have	unlimited	use	of	the	prep	tool	for	six	months.	The	IR	Prep	Tool	can	be	downloaded	for	$19.99.	The	Good:	A	detailed	‘help’	section
breaks	down	each	integrated	reasoning	question	type	for	you	and	gives	tips	on	how	to	approach	it.	A	time	management	tool	tracks	your	average	time	on	each	question	type	and	difficulty	level,	allowing	you	to	work	specifically	on	your	pacing.	The	Bad:	The	IR	Prep	Tool	doesn’t	give	you	a	specific	score	estimation.	Your	official	IR	score	will	be	between	1
and	8,	but	the	IR	Prep	Tool	gives	you	a	score	between	0	and	100	based	on	your	performance	and	time	management.	How	to	Use	It:	There	aren’t	many	resources	out	there	specifically	aimed	at	the	integrated	reasoning	section,	a	frequent	problem	area	for	students,	so	this	is	a	goldmine	for	students	who	have	trouble	with	it.	Use	it	to	target	and	break
down	the	integrated	reasoning	section	into	manageable	chunks,	particularly	if	you	get	overwhelmed	by	the	fact	that	each	question	has	multiple	components.	#7:	GMAT	Focus	Quantitative	Diagnostic	Tool	The	GMAT	Focus	Quantitative	Diagnostic	Tool	consists	of	a	24-question	quantitative	test	(12	data	sufficiency	questions	and	12	problem-solving
questions)	that	uses	real	questions	from	retired	exams.	It’s	computer	adaptive	and	follows	the	style	and	format	of	the	actual	GMAT	quant	section.	You	can	start	and	stop	the	test	manually,	but	you	have	45	minutes	total	to	complete	the	practice	questions.	Want	to	Identify	YOUR	GMAT	Strengths	and	Weaknesses?	Our	proprietary	GMAT	Diagnostic
Assessment	creates	a	customized	study	plan	for	you	that	takes	you	from	registration	all	the	way	to	test	day!	It	is	included	with	every	account	and	proven	to	significantly	maximize	your	score.	Get	your	personalized	assessment	as	part	of	your	5	day	risk-free	trial	now:	When	you	complete	the	test,	the	Focus	Tool	provides	detailed	answer	explanations
and	an	assessment	of	your	strengths	and	weaknesses	in	terms	of	quant	concepts.	Four	unique	tests	are	available.	One	test	costs	$29.99,	and	a	three-test	package	costs	$79.99.	The	Good:	The	GMAT	Paper	Tests	are	the	only	other	GMAT	practice	resources	that	use	real	retired	GMAT	questions,	making	the	Focus	Tool	the	only	computerized	adaptive
resource	to	do	so.	So	you	get	the	best	of	both	worlds	with	this	one:	real	practice	questions	from	previous	GMATs	and	simulated	testing	conditions.	The	detailed	assessment	of	your	performance,	including	a	possible	score	range	(more	accurate	than	an	exact	score,	since	no	one	practice	test	will	give	you	a	perfect	prediction	of	your	ultimate	GMAT
score)	and	a	breakdown	of	your	performance	by	question	difficulty,	will	tell	you	exactly	which	quant	skills	you	need	to	work	on	before	the	GMAT.	The	Bad:	It’s	a	bit	pricey	for	just	24	questions	each.	It’s	not	tied	into	the	other	GMAT	prep	resources,	so	your	results	won’t	be	integrated	into	your	GMATPrep	performance	reports.	How	to	Use	It:	After	you
complete	one	of	the	GMATPrep	exams,	this	tool	will	help	you	hone	in	on	the	quant	section.	You’ll	get	an	overall	idea	of	your	strengths	and	weaknesses	in	quant	from	the	GMATPrep	Software,	but	this	tool	will	help	you	get	much	more	specific	about	which	skills	to	target	in	your	quant	prep.	The	Quantitative	Focus	Diagnostic	Tool	will	help	you	hone	in	on
the	intricacies	of	the	GMAT	quant	section.	#8:	GMAT	Paper	Tests	The	GMAT	Paper	Tests	are	real	retired	GMAT	tests,	written	by	GMAC.	Each	set	(I,	II,	and	III)	contains	three	official	GMAT	tests,	answer	sheets,	and	a	guide	for	converting	your	raw	score	into	a	scaled	score.	They’re	available	in	downloadable	PDF	form.	Each	set	costs	$29.99.	The	Good:
Most	of	the	questions	in	these	tests	aren’t	available	in	any	of	the	other	official	GMAT	practice	tests	or	resources,	so	they’re	especially	good	if	you	want	some	extra	practice.	This	is	a	big	plus:	It’s	somewhat	difficult	to	find	GMAC-authored	questions	that	don’t	overlap	with	other	resources.	Official	questions	are	always	a	big	positive	in	terms	of	GMAT
prep!	The	Bad:	They’re	on	paper!	You’ll	have	to	score	them	yourself	using	the	answer	sheet,	and	it’s	not	computerized	(obviously)	or	adaptive,	so	it	doesn’t	simulate	any	of	the	testing	conditions.	No	answer	explanations	are	included,	just	the	answers	themselves.	How	to	Use	It:	You	may	want	to	order	these	if	you’re	a	test-taker	with	a	disability	that
may	require	an	accommodation	and	using	paper	tests	at	home	is	easier	for	you	during	prep	time.	The	GMAT	Paper	Tests	might	also	serve	you	well	if	you’ve	used	all	the	other	official	sample	GMAT	questions	and	you	want	some	additional	prep.	However,	don’t	rely	on	them	to	give	you	much	info	on	your	likely	final	GMAT	score,	since	they	aren’t	in	the
official	GMAT	format.	Use	them	to	work	through	practice	questions	in	your	prep	sessions	instead.	Best	Unofficial	GMAT	Practice	Questions	Official	GMAT	questions	are	great,	but	they	aren’t	the	only	GMAT	prep	materials	out	there.	There	are	also	a	variety	of	free	and	paid	resources	that	offer	quality	GMAT	practice	questions.	Here,	I’ve	included
practice	tests,	books,	and	online	question	banks.	For	each	unofficial	resource,	I’ll	address	how	you	can	access	it,	its	pros	and	cons,	and	the	best	way	to	incorporate	it	into	your	GMAT	prep.	#1:	Veritas	Prep	You’ll	need	to	create	an	account	to	access	Veritas	Prep’s	GMAT	Question	Bank,	but	once	you	do,	it’s	completely	free.	The	Question	Bank	offers
hundreds	of	realistic	sample	GMAT	questions:	quant,	verbal,	and	integrated	reasoning.	It	includes	example	questions	of	every	type	within	those	categories.	Before	you	start	your	practice	session,	you	can	choose	which	kinds	of	questions	you	want	to	see.	With	one	account,	you’ll	only	see	each	practice	question	once.	Veritas	Prep	doesn’t	give	you	an
official	estimated	score,	but	it	does	give	you	an	overall	percentile,	which	measures	how	you	did	on	a	particular	question	set	compared	to	other	students	who	answered	the	same	practice	questions.	The	Veritas	Prep	Question	Bank	is	ideal	for	regular	practice	throughout	your	prep,	particularly	if	you	have	varying	amounts	of	time	(you	can	do	a	short	or
lengthy	session)	and	want	to	drill	certain	skill	sets	or	question	types.	The	questions	from	the	bank	aren’t	in	CAT	format,	but	you	can	access	one	free	computerized	adaptive	test	through	Veritas	and	six	paid	ones.	Veritas	Prep	questions	are	some	of	the	closest	you’ll	find	to	official	GMAC-authored	GMAT	example	questions.	#2:	Kaplan	Kaplan	has	a	wide
variety	of	GMAT	resources,	including	in-person	and	online	prep	courses,	but	its	GMAT	Premier	2018	is	its	flagship	GMAT	prep	tool.	Your	purchase	includes	access	to	over	1,000	GMAT	practice	questions,	six	full-length	practice	tests	(one	is	in	the	book,	and	five	are	computerized	adaptive	tests	available	online),	video	tutorials,	an	online	question	bank
with	200	GMAT	sample	questions	and	customizable	quizzes,	and	a	mobile	app	that	allows	you	to	study	on	the	go.	GMAT	Premier	also	includes	a	special	section	of	forty	advanced	quant	practice	questions	and	in-depth	answer	explanations,	which	can	help	if	you’re	looking	for	a	challenge	in	the	quant	department.	The	Kaplan	practice	questions	are	a	bit
harder	than	the	ones	in	Princeton	Review,	but	the	verbal	questions	in	particular	still	leave	something	to	be	desired	in	terms	of	difficulty	level.	The	sentence	correction	questions	in	particular	are	easier	than	real	GMAT	questions.	The	Kaplan	quant	questions	fare	a	bit	better	in	terms	of	GMAT	comparability.	Like	Princeton	Review,	Kaplan	is	a	good
resource	if	you’re	looking	for	a	fairly	solid	overview	and	breakdown	of	the	exam	to	start	your	prep	(after	you	take	your	first	diagnostic	GMATPrep	test).	It’s	not	going	to	be	as	helpful	if	you’re	looking	for	a	comprehensive	guide	to	the	GMAT	or	a	massive	boost	in	your	score.	#3:	Manhattan	Prep	With	an	account,	you	can	take	one	full-length
computerized	adaptive	Manhattan	Prep	test	for	free.	Six	additional	ones	are	available	for	$49.99,	which	gives	you	one	year	of	unlimited	access.	You	can	take	the	Manhattan	Prep	practice	GMATs	timed	or	untimed,	and	you	can	take	complete	or	partial	practice	exams	depending	on	your	time	limit	during	prep.	After	you	take	all	six,	you	can	reset	the
questions	to	take	more.	Each	test	includes	an	in-depth	assessment	of	your	performance	that	analyzes	your	strengths,	weaknesses,	timing,	and	the	difficulty	levels	you’ve	mastered.	Manhattan	Prep	questions	are	mostly	quite	realistic	in	content	and	difficulty	level.	Though	the	visuals	aren’t	perfect,	they	are	not	too	far	from	what	you’ll	see	on	the	real
exam.	I’d	also	like	to	point	out	one	of	Manhattan	Prep’s	best	resources	for	students	looking	to	challenge	themselves	in	the	quant	section:	Their	GMAT	Advanced	Quant	book	includes	strategies	for	tackling	the	trickiest	quant	questions	and	over	150	realistic	practice	questions.	This	is	a	great	resource	if	you’re	already	doing	well	in	the	quant	section	and
looking	to	bump	yourself	up	to	the	next	level.	#4:	PowerScore	PowerScore’s	main	claim	to	fame	is	its	trilogy	of	GMAT	Verbal	Bibles:	Critical	Reasoning,	Sentence	Correction,	and	Reading	Comprehension,	along	with	the	PowerScore	Verbal	Bible,	which	covers	the	entire	section.	The	books	are	available	for	$24.99	each	or	$69.99	as	a	trilogy.
PowerScore	does	an	excellent	job	of	breaking	down	each	question	type	within	the	verbal	section	(a	great	resource	for	non-native	English	speakers	and	anyone	who	struggles	with	verbal	questions),	and	the	sample	GMAT	questions	included	in	each	book	are	consistent	with	the	length,	difficulty,	and	content	of	those	on	the	GMAT.	Though	of	course	the
practice	questions	here	aren’t	computerized	or	adaptive,	each	book	does	include	access	to	a	companion	website	that	includes	extra	drills	and	practice	questions.	The	main	downside	to	PowerScore	is	that,	while	the	books	offer	great	strategies	and	explanations	of	various	question	types,	there	aren’t	a	substantial	number	of	actual	practice	questions.
The	Verbal	Bible,	for	example,	contains	31	critical	reasoning	questions,	77	sentence	correction	questions,	and	only	eight	reading	comprehension	questions.	So	while	these	resources	are	great	reads	for	test-takers	who	are	looking	for	in-depth	answer	explanations,	they’re	not	fantastic	for	substantial	extra	practice	or	regular	prep	sessions.	The
PowerScore	Verbal	Bibles	have	excellent	grammar	guides	to	help	you	with	sentence	correction	questions	in	particular.	#5:	800	Score	Test	Providing	a	username	and	password	will	get	you	one	full-length	test	on	800	Score	Test	for	free.	You	can	download	five	more	for	$39.95,	which	includes	a	comprehensive	quant	and	verbal	review,	ten	sample	essay
questions,	access	to	online	help,	and	in-depth	video	explanations	of	practice	questions.	The	visuals	at	800	Score	Test	aren’t	much	like	what	you’ll	see	on	the	GMAT,	but	the	practice	questions	themselves	are	high	quality,	particularly	in	the	quant	section.	The	verbal	practice	questions	veer	a	little	‘off’	and	aren’t	as	close	to	the	real	GMAT	verbal	section
as	the	quant	questions	are,	so	if	you’re	especially	looking	to	focus	on	verbal	practice	questions,	this	might	not	be	your	best	bet.	The	800	Score	tests	are	in	CAT	format,	though,	so	even	though	the	visuals	are	a	bit	lacking,	they’re	not	the	worst	resource	if	you	only	want	practice	questions	that	simulate	real	testing	conditions.	Their	Test	Pacer	tool	lets
you	know	what	question	you	should	be	on	to	finish	in	time,	which	is	very	helpful	for	students	who	have	trouble	with	consistent	pacing.	#6:	Princeton	Review	Princeton	Review’s	Cracking	the	GMAT,	available	for	$21.99	on	Kindle,	offers	a	breakdown	of	all	GMAT	sections	(including	integrated	reasoning	and	the	analytical	writing	assessment),	along
with	six	full-length	computerized	adaptive	practice	exams,	over	180	practice	questions	organized	by	difficulty	level,	and	drills	for	each	test	section.	Cracking	the	GMAT	Premier	is	$7	more	and	comes	with	more	online	resources,	like	extra	practice	tests,	study	strategies,	and	video	tutorials.	Princeton	Review	offers	a	decent	overview	of	each	of	the
GMAT	sections,	though	it	only	offers	the	grammar	and	math	fundamentals,	not	anything	in	the	way	of	more	advanced	concepts.	Indeed,	where	it	misses	the	mark	is	mainly	in	the	difficulty	of	the	practice	questions:	Nearly	none	of	them	are	as	difficult	as	actual	GMAT	questions.	This	is	especially	true	in	the	critical	reasoning	and	reading	comprehension
sections.	So	while	Cracking	the	GMAT	may	help	beginners	who	aren’t	familiar	with	GMAT	basics	(especially	to	start	off,	since	it’s	not	an	intimidating	text),	it’s	not	enough	for	test-takers	looking	to	break	700	or	even	650.	#7:	GMAT	Club	Beyond	its	helpful	GMAT	forums,	GMAT	Club	offers	a	variety	of	useful	GMAT	practice	materials,	including	practice
tests	and	question	banks.	A	few	practice	tests	and	question	banks	are	free	(no	account	required),	but	access	to	all	of	their	customizable	quizzes,	bonus	questions	(over	1,572)	and	full-length	tests	will	run	you	at	least	$79.99	for	three	months	of	use.	GMAT	Club	tests	aren’t	exactly	in	CAT	format,	as	they	don’t	adapt	to	your	performance	as	you	go	along,
but	they	do	follow	CAT	‘logic’	and	include	a	mixture	of	difficulty	levels	and	question	types	that	is	consistent	with	what	you’ll	usually	encounter	in	a	computerized	adaptive	test.	The	quality	of	the	visuals	and	practice	question	content	is	high,	with	practice	questions	closely	resembling	GMAC	ones.	Difficult	quant	questions	are	one	of	GMAT	Club’s
specialties,	which	is	important	as	many	of	the	other	top	practice	resources	(Princeton	Review	and	Kaplan,	for	example)	trend	a	little	easier:	They	claim	that	hundreds	of	their	quant	questions	are	at	the	700+	scoring	level.	So	if	you’re	looking	to	wow	your	prospective	schools	with	your	quant	score,	this	might	be	a	great	resource.	#8:	Manhattan	Review
You	have	several	options	for	free	practice	questions	and	other	GMAT	prep	materials	with	Manhattan	Review.	With	an	account,	you	can	access	a	fairly	high-quality	quantitative	question	bank	in	PDF	ebook	form,	along	with	a	vocabulary	list	(good	for	non-native	English	speakers)	and	another	free	ebook,	GMAT	in	a	Nutshell,	that	serves	as	an	overall
guide	to	the	test	and	top	strategies.	The	Sentence	Correction	Guide,	downloadable	for	free,	boasts	a	solid	grammar	review	of	the	concepts	that	are	more	often	tested	in	sentence	correction	questions,	but	the	sentence	correction	practice	questions	themselves	aren’t	all	quite	as	difficult	or	complex	as	the	real	ones	on	the	GMAT.	Manhattan	Review	also
offers	a	full-length	free	practice	test,	which	you	can	access	with	an	account.	It’s	a	computerized	adaptive	test.	The	questions	here	are	good	for	extra	practice,	but	the	difficulty	levels	and	visuals	aren’t	always	consistent	with	the	actual	GMAT.	Vocabulary	practice	is	an	integral	part	of	GMAT	prep	for	non-native	English	speakers.	3	Top	Tips	for	Creating
a	GMAT	Study	Plan	Once	you’ve	selected	some	practice	GMAT	questions,	it’s	time	to	set	up	a	study	plan.	It’s	important	not	just	to	find	the	best	prep	materials	for	you,	but	to	use	them	to	your	advantage.	Here	are	a	few	tips	for	using	your	prep	materials	as	effectively	as	possible:	#1:	Use	the	Two	Official	GMAC	Tests	on	the	GMATPrep	Software	First
and	Last	You	should	start	your	prep	with	one	of	the	two	full-length	GMATPrep	Software	tests.	Since	they’re	computerized	adaptive	tests	with	accurate	visuals	and	questions	written	by	GMAC,	they’re	the	best	possible	indicator	of	your	ultimate	GMAT	score.	The	first	practice	test	will	give	you	a	good	idea	of	where	you	stand	and	how	to	begin	your	prep.
Unless	you	purchase	more	official	GMAC	practice	tests,	take	the	second	free	test	from	the	software	a	few	weeks	before	your	exam	date.	This	will	give	you	a	good	idea	of	your	score	at	the	end	of	it	all,	and	will	let	you	know	what	to	brush	up	on	last-minute	before	the	big	day.	#2:	Use	Different	Materials	to	Build	Different	Skills	Tailor	the	practice	GMAT
materials	you	select	to	your	particular	needs.	For	example,	if	you’re	strong	in	quant	but	weaker	in	verbal	(or	a	non-native	English	speaker),	you	might	use	Manhattan	Prep,	the	GMAT	Focus	Quantitative	Diagnostic	Tool,	or	GMAT	Club	practice	questions	for	your	quant	prep,	since	they	all	feature	more	advanced	quant	questions.	You	might	start	out
more	slowly	in	verbal,	completing	grammar	reviews	and	drills	from	one	of	the	PowerScore	Bibles	before	delving	more	into	practice	questions.	Mix	and	match	resources	according	to	your	personal	GMAT	goals.	#3:	Note	Differences	Between	the	Conditions	of	Your	Practice	and	the	Conditions	of	the	Real	GMAT	Not	all	of	your	GMAT	practice	questions
need	to	be	(or	should	be)	in	computerized	adaptive	form.	Sometimes	you’ll	need	to	take	your	time	to	work	through	a	particular	question,	complete	a	drill,	or	review	concepts.	But	when	you	do	take	a	full-length	GMAT	practice	test,	stick	to	the	real	testing	conditions	as	much	as	you	can:	Use	double-sided	scratch	paper,	don’t	use	a	calculator	on	the
quant	section,	take	the	right	amount	of	time	for	each	section,	and	take	eight-minute	breaks	between	the	integrated	reasoning	and	quant	sections	and	before	the	verbal	section.	Some	GMAT	practice	materials	allow	you	to	manually	time	yourself,	take	longer	or	unlimited	breaks,	or	stop	and	start	the	test.	Be	mindful	of	these	differences	so	you	don’t
learn	to	rely	on	conditions	(such	as	a	longer	break)	that	won’t	exist	on	the	day	of	your	exam.	What’s	Next?	Looking	for	free	full-length	practice	tests	in	addition	to	the	best	practice	questions?	You	can	find	a	list	in	our	guide	to	the	best	free	GMAT	practice	tests.	Our	complete	collection	of	GMAT	practice	tests	provides	a	more	comprehensive	overview,
in	addition	to	reviews,	of	all	available	GMAT	practice	tests.	Finally	our	guide	to	how	long	to	study	for	the	GMAT	will	help	you	set	up	a	time-effective	study	plan.	Study	for	free	with	Manhattan	GMAT	Practice	Questions!	Manhattan	Review	has	been	helping	students	prepare	for	entrance	exams	like	the	GMAT	since	1999.	With	more	than	twenty	years	of
experience,	Manhattan	Review's	instructors	have	put	together	study	materials	to	help	students	improve	their	test	scores	and	gain	admission	to	some	of	the	most	exclusive	colleges	and	universities	in	the	world.	For	those	looking	for	more,	Manhattan	Review	has	tutors	in	most	cities	as	well	as	many	online	options,	both	private	one-on-one	lessons	and
group	courses.	Those	interested	can	contact	us	via	email	or	phone	to	get	started.	So,	what	are	you	waiting	for?	Get	started	today	using	this	free	GMAT	Questionsbank	from	Manhattan	Review,	and	start	sharpening	your	GMAT	skills!	Enter	Your	Email	to	Start	Your	Free	GMAT	Practice	Test:	Kicking	off	your	GMAT	prep	to	get	into	business	school?	Or
wanting	to	assess	your	test-day	readiness?	What	better	way	than	to	take	a	free	GMAT	practice	test	that’s	designed	to	emulate	the	real	deal!	Try	out	all	64	questions	in	an	interface	that	provides	an	authentic	preview	of	the	GMAT	experience.	At	the	end	of	your	online	mock	test,	you’ll	receive	an	estimated	score	for	each	of	the	3	sections—Quant,	Verbal,
and	Data	Insights—along	with	your	overall	scaled	score.	You’ll	also	receive	a	breakdown	of	your	strengths	and	weaknesses	by	question	type,	so	you	can	focus	on	the	areas	that	matter	most.	Plus,	with	video	and	text	explanations	for	every	question,	you’ll	have	all	the	resources	you	need	to	review	and	improve	your	performance.	Ready	to	see	where	you
stand?	Dive	into	Magoosh’s	free	GMAT	practice	test	today!	Practice	Test	Options	On	the	practice	test	start	page,	you’ll	be	able	to	select	from	these	choices:	Format	Sections	Questions	Time	Full-Length	Exam	3	21	Quant	23	Verbal	20	Data	Insights	2	hours	and	15	min	Single-Section	Test	1	21	Quant,	23	Verbal,	or	20	Data	Insights	45	minutes	For	the
best	experience	and	most	accurate	GMAT	practice	score	estimate,	we	do	recommend	that	you	take	the	full	mock	test	if	you	can.	But	if	you’re	short	on	time,	feel	free	to	practice	just	a	single	section	of	the	exam.	Alternatively,	head	over	here	to	take	our	GMAT	Diagnostic	Quiz	to	get	a	feel	for	each	of	the	sections	and	their	question	types.	That	quiz	is	20
total	questions—roughly	7	from	each	section—in	45	minutes.	Table	of	Contents	What	to	Expect	on	the	Full	GMAT	Practice	Test	Test	Structure	and	Features	Test	Structure	First,	a	quick	note	that	the	GMAT	became	shorter	in	late	2023	with	the	launch	of	the	Focus	Edition,	so	our	GMAT	sample	test	matches	that	exam	pattern:	Quant	—	21	questions	in
45	minutes	Verbal	—	23	questions	in	45	minutes	Data	Insights	—	20	questions	in	45	minutes	You	will	also	have	an	optional	10-minute	break—which	we	recommend	you	take!—after	either	the	1st	or	2nd	section.	Including	this	break,	you	should	set	aside	roughly	2	hours	and	30	minutes	to	take	the	full	mock	test.	Note	that	our	free	practice	test	presents
the	three	sections	in	the	order	you	see	above.	However,	for	other	practice	tests	on	Magoosh,	you’re	able	to	select	the	order	of	the	sections	that	you’ll	see,	just	like	with	the	real	GMAT.	By	the	way,	if	you’re	brand	new	to	the	test,	we	recommend	first	taking	a	look	at	our	article	What	is	the	GMAT?	Question	Adaptive	Within	a	section,	the	difficulty	of
questions	will	adapt	based	on	your	performance.	That	means	that	if	you	answer	consecutive	questions	correctly,	the	next	questions	will	be	harder.	Likewise,	getting	questions	wrong	will	decrease	the	difficulty	of	subsequent	questions.	In	other	words,	the	GMAT	does	not	have	a	fixed,	predetermined	set	of	questions	when	you	start	a	section.	This	is
unlike	most	other	exams	(such	as	the	GRE).	Magoosh’s	GMAT	practice	exam	is	question	adaptive	as	well.	Therefore,	be	sure	to	keep	your	pacing	strategies	in	mind	as	you	work	through	the	mock	test.	If	a	question	is	too	hard,	you’ll	need	to	guess	and	move	on.	Then,	at	the	end	of	the	section,	you	may	have	a	chance	to	revisit	the	question	if	you	still
have	time	on	the	clock.	Test	Interface	The	GMAT	is	also	unique	compared	to	other	exams	in	that	you	can’t	jump	ahead	to	later	questions	and	you	can’t	go	back	to	earlier	questions.	Whereas	other	tests	will	let	you	see	every	question	right	from	the	start,	you	have	to	answer	each	question	one	at	a	time	on	the	GMAT.	The	exception	to	this	comes	at	the
very	end	of	a	section.	If	you	have	time	remaining,	a	Question	Review	screen	will	appear	that	enables	you	to	view	any	previous	question.	You	are	allowed	to	change	up	to	3	of	your	previous	answers	if	you	so	choose.	So,	as	you	work	through	the	GMAT	practice	test,	take	advantage	of	the	bookmark	feature	to	flag	any	question	you’d	like	to	return	to	later.
Then,	jump	right	back	to	it	from	the	Question	Review	screen	to	revisit	your	answer.	GMAT	Quant	Section	The	problems	on	the	Quant	Section	will	look	similar	to	what	you’ve	seen	on	other	standardized	tests.	For	a	preview	of	the	kinds	of	problems	that	you’ll	solve	on	this	section,	check	out	our	article	on	the	math	section.	Question	Types	All	of	the
questions	in	the	Quant	section	are	multiple	choice.	Given	a	set	of	5	answer	choices,	you	must	select	only	one	as	the	correct	answer.	This	section	consists	of	Problem	Solving	questions,	of	which	there	are	two	main	categories:	Real	Context	and	Pure	Context.	Real	Context	questions	are	basically	word	problems	whereas	Pure	Context	questions	are	just
numbers	and	equations.	Math	Subjects	As	far	as	the	math	topics	that	appear	on	the	Quant	section,	the	GMAT	primarily	tests	algebra	and	arithmetic.	The	GMAT	does	not	test	geometry	(whereas	the	GRE	does).	Lastly,	on	the	Quant	section,	you	cannot	use	a	calculator.	While	that	may	be	unnerving,	it’s	also	telling	about	the	types	of	questions	that	are
asked.	The	GMAT	is	much	more	concerned	with	how	you	analyze	and	reason	through	problems	than	with	how	well	you	crunch	numbers.	GMAT	Verbal	Section	The	GMAT	Verbal	section	consists	of	all	multiple-choice	questions	as	well,	split	into	two	main	categories:	Reading	Comprehension	and	Critical	Reasoning.	Reading	Comprehension	You’ll	first
read	a	passage	that’s	anywhere	from	one	hundred	to	several	hundred	words	long.	You’ll	then	answer	a	set	of	2,	3,	or	4	questions	related	to	the	passage.	The	exact	types	of	questions	asked	vary.	For	example,	you	may	need	to	identify	the	main	idea,	draw	an	inference,	or	state	the	function	of	a	given	portion	of	the	passage.	Head	here	for	more	detail	on
each	of	the	Reading	Comprehension	types	and	to	sample	some	before	jumping	into	the	free	practice	test.	Critical	Reasoning	Critical	Reasoning	questions	ask	you	to	analyze	a	short	argument	(typically	fewer	than	a	hundred	words).	You’ll	then	most	often	need	to	select	an	answer	choice	that	weakens	or	strengthens	that	argument.	However,	there	are
many	types	of	CR	questions.	For	a	full	discussion	as	well	as	sample	questions,	check	out	our	Intro	to	Critical	Reasoning	article.	GMAT	Data	Insights	Section	All	of	the	unique-to-the-GMAT	questions	live	in	the	Data	Insights	section.	They	fall	under	two	main	categories:	Data	Sufficiency	and	Integrated	Reasoning.	Data	Sufficiency	Roughly	one-third	of
the	DI	section,	Data	Sufficiency	questions	ask	you	not	to	solve	a	problem	but	rather	determine	if	it	can	be	solved.	Based	on	two	provided	statements,	you	must	determine	whether	those	statements	are	individually	or	collectively	(or	not	at	all)	enough	to	find	a	solution.	Integrated	Reasoning	The	Integrated	Reasoning	category	encompasses	a	wide	range
of	question	types.	They	largely	ask	you	to	evaluate	and/or	synthesize	information	from	various	sources	such	as	graphs,	tables,	charts,	or	even	paragraphs.	Interestingly,	some	Data	Insights	questions	might	even	be	considered	more	like	Verbal	questions	than	Quant	questions.	For	examples	of	each	question	type,	check	out	our	Guide	to	Data	Insights.
Lastly,	yes,	you	can	use	a	calculator	on	the	Data	Insights	section.	When	Should	I	Take	a	GMAT	Mock	Test?	Taking	GMAT	mock	tests	at	the	right	times	can	make	a	huge	difference	in	your	prep	journey.	Here’s	when	(and	why)	you	should	work	practice	tests	into	your	study	plan:	At	the	Very	Beginning	of	Your	Prep	If	you’re	just	starting	out,	it’s	natural
to	wonder:	Should	I	take	a	full	practice	test	now,	even	if	I	haven’t	studied	yet?	The	answer	is	yes!	Taking	a	practice	exam	early	gives	you	a	valuable	baseline.	You’ll	get	a	clear	sense	of:	Your	starting	score	Which	sections	feel	easier	or	harder	How	the	test	feels	in	terms	of	timing	and	stamina	Even	if	your	first	score	isn’t	where	you	want	it	to	be	(and	it
probably	won’t	be—that’s	okay!),	you’ll	gain	valuable	data	on	where	to	go	from	here	in	your	studies.	In	the	Middle	of	Your	Studies	Once	you’re	a	few	weeks	into	your	GMAT	prep,	practice	tests	become	even	more	important.	At	this	stage,	they	help	you:	Practice	your	pacing	(arguably	one	of	the	trickiest	parts	of	the	GMAT!)	Build	test-day	endurance
Identify	new	weaknesses	or	skills	that	need	sharpening	Track	how	your	score	is	progressing	Try	to	schedule	a	full	mock	test	about	every	2–3	weeks	during	your	prep.	And	treat	it	like	the	real	thing:	quiet	environment,	timed	sections,	no	pausing.	How	Do	I	Best	Simulate	Test	Day?	Taking	practice	tests	is	important—but	how	you	take	them	matters	just
as	much.	To	get	the	full	benefit,	you	want	to	simulate	real	test	day	conditions	as	closely	as	possible.	Here’s	how	to	do	it:	1.	Create	a	Distraction-Free	Environment	You	want	to	find	a	quiet	spot	where	you	won’t	be	interrupted.	Additionally,	on	test	day,	you’ll	be	in	a	proctored	environment—whether	at	home	or	at	a	test	center—with	strict	rules,	so	it’s
best	to:	Silence	your	phone	and	any	notifications	Let	others	know	you’ll	be	unavailable	during	your	test	window	Avoid	checking	notes,	grabbing	snacks,	or	anything	not	allowed	during	real	testing	Ultimately,	the	goal	is	to	practice	staying	focused	for	the	full	duration	of	the	exam.	2.	Use	the	Same	Materials	You’ll	Have	on	Test	Day	You	might	be
tempted	to	jot	down	some	notes	with	a	pen	and	paper	on	the	Verbal	section	or	even	reach	for	a	physical	calculator	on	the	Math	section.	However,	you	won’t	have	any	of	those	on	test	day.	Instead,	the	GMAT	has	very	strict	rules	for	what	you	can	use	during	the	test.	At	a	test	center,	any	notes	you	take	will	be	on	a	laminated	page	with	a	dry	erase
markers.	Similarly,	if	you’re	taking	the	exam	online	at	home,	you’re	only	allowed	to	write	either	on	a	physical	whiteboard	with	a	dry	erase	marker	or	the	built-in,	digital	whiteboard.	(See	our	article	on	taking	the	GMAT	online	for	more	information.)	Additionally,	no	physical	calculators	allowed.	Instead,	you	can	only	use	the	built-in	calculator—and	only
on	the	Data	Insights	section.	Getting	used	to	these	tools	ahead	of	time	will	help	you	feel	much	more	comfortable	during	the	real	exam.	3.	Timing	and	Accommodations	On	test	day,	you	can’t	do	the	Math	section,	go	out	to	eat	(unfortunately!),	and	then	come	back	and	do	Data	Insights.	Thus,	it’s	best	to	take	this	practice	test	in	one	sitting.	Keep	in	mind
that	you	only	have	that	one	optional	10-minute	break	to	use	after	one	of	the	sections	concludes.	With	that	said,	GMAC	(the	makers	of	the	GMAT)	allows	for	certain	accommodations	if	you	meet	certain	criteria	and	apply	ahead	of	time.	See	GMAT	Accommodations:	GMAT	Extended	Time	and	More	for	all	the	details.	You	can	take	the	free	Magoosh
practice	test	with	extra	time	by	adjusting	the	settings	of	your	profile	before	answering	any	test	questions	(see	the	article	above	for	step-by-step	screenshots):	Your	sample	practice	test	will	begin	on	a	“section	start”	screen.	In	a	new	tab,	go	to	your	Edit	Profile	page	Select	the	amount	of	extra	time	and	click	the	Update	Profile	button	to	save	Refresh	your
other	tab	and	then	start	the	first	section	Is	the	Actual	GMAT	Harder	than	the	GMAT	Practice	Test?	The	answer	isn’t	straightforward—there	are	several	factors	at	play,	and	much	of	it	depends	on	your	preparation	and	mindset.	Exam	Content	The	types	of	questions	you’ll	see	on	test	day	will	mirror	those	on	your	practice	test.	However,	given	that	the
GMAT	is	question	adaptive,	the	difficulty	of	those	questions	will	fluctuate	depending	on	how	you	perform.	If	you	do	really	well	on	test	day	vs.	your	practice	exam,	you	might	encounter	more	hard	questions	than	you	were	expecting.	(And	that’s	a	good	thing!)	Ultimately,	every	GMAT	exam	can	feel	different	depending	on	the	specific	mix	of	questions	you
receive.	You	might	encounter	a	Data	Insights	section	with	more	Data	Sufficiency	questions	than	average	that	pushes	you	to	your	limits.	Alternatively,	the	Verbal	section	could	feature	several	Critical	Reasoning	questions	that	align	with	your	strengths,	making	that	part	of	the	test	feel	more	manageable.	So,	whether	practice	test	or	actual	exam,	the
difficulty	of	the	GMAT—and	the	perception	of	it—varies	considerably.	Exam	Experience	Beyond	content,	test	day	brings	a	unique	set	of	challenges.	The	stakes	are	higher,	which	can	amplify	anxiety	and	make	the	exam	feel	tougher	than	any	practice	test.	For	many,	the	pressure	of	knowing	that	this	is	“the	real	deal”	can	lead	to	second-guessing	and
hesitation,	which	might	not	happen	in	a	lower-stakes	practice	setting.	However,	this	doesn’t	mean	the	GMAT	is	inherently	harder	on	test	day.	In	fact,	some	test-takers	find	that	the	adrenaline	boost	helps	them	focus	better.	The	key	is	to	train	under	conditions	that	mimic	the	actual	exam	as	closely	as	possible.	When	you	take	practice	tests,	do	them
timed,	keep	distractions	minimized,	and	even	start	them	at	the	same	time	of	day	as	your	scheduled	exam.	Building	this	level	of	familiarity	can	help	quiet	down	those	test-day	nerves.	For	more	thoughts	on	the	difficulty	of	the	exam	in	general,	see	How	Hard	is	the	GMAT?	Next	Steps	after	Taking	the	Free	GMAT	Practice	Test	First	of	all,	congrats	on
completing	the	GMAT	Focus	practice	test!	But	that’s	just	one	stage	in	your	journey,	so	let’s	take	a	look	at	some	important	next	steps.	1)	Assess	your	practice	test	score	in	light	of	your	goals	Every	journey	needs	a	destination,	so	if	you	don’t	have	a	target	GMAT	score	yet,	now	is	the	time	to	pick	one.	A	goal	score	will	not	only	help	you	plan	but	also	help
you	stay	motivated	along	the	way.	Take	your	practice	test	result	score	and	compare	it	against	the	GMAT	scores	of	top	MBA	programs	that	you	might	be	interested	in.	Curious	how	improving	on	certain	sections	could	increase	your	overall	total	score?	Explore	our	GMAT	Score	Chart	to	see	that	impact.	Also,	read	up	on	GMAT	Percentiles	to	better
understand	your	score	in	context.	By	the	way,	did	you	know	that	you	can	also	take	the	GRE	for	business	school?	Magoosh	has	a	free	online	practice	test	for	the	GRE,	too.	2)	Follow	a	study	schedule	To	further	stay	on	track,	we	highly	recommend	picking	a	study	schedule	that	suits	your	admissions	timeline,	bandwidth	for	studying,	and	your
strengths/weaknesses.	Take	a	look	at	all	of	Magoosh’s	study	schedules	here,	ranging	from	1	month	all	the	way	up	to	6	months.	Not	sure	how	long	to	study	for?	See	our	article	on	timelines	for	the	GMAT.	3)	Study	the	explanations	to	your	GMAT	mock	test	Something	even	more	valuable	than	your	practice	test	score	is	the	data	you	can	mine	from	your
wrong	answers.	In	fact,	one	of	the	best	things	you	can	do	in	your	studies	is	to	keep	an	error	log.	The	better	you	understand	why	you	missed	a	question,	the	better	you	can	tackle	similar	questions	in	the	future.	Thus,	be	sure	to	review	all	the	explanations	on	the	test	you	just	took!	Official	GMAT	Practice	Tests	Taking	one	GMAT	practice	test	is	great,	but
you’ll	want	to	take	more	than	one	over	the	course	of	your	studies.	In	particular,	make	sure	you	take	advantage	of	the	two	free	practice	exams	offered	by	GMAC.	These	exams,	along	with	some	additional	sample	questions,	can	be	found	in	the	GMAT	Official	Starter	Kit.	Since	these	are	official	exams,	they’re	the	most	authentic	adaptive	GMAT	practice
tests	you	can	take.	And	because	of	that,	we	suggest	setting	these	aside	until	later	on	in	your	studies.	That	way,	after	having	improved	upon	your	weaknesses,	you’ll	have	the	most	accurate	prediction	available	to	assess	how	you’ll	do	on	your	upcoming	test	day.	Closing	Thoughts	Practice	tests	are	an	essential	part	of	studying	for	the	GMAT,	whether	you
are	just	starting	out,	are	in	the	midst	of	your	studies,	or	are	nearing	the	finish	line.	We	hope	this	free	test	is	but	just	one	you	take	along	the	way!	For	even	more	mock	tests,	as	well	as	video	lessons	teaching	all	the	content	and	strategies	you	need	for	the	GMAT,	take	a	look	at	a	Magoosh	GMAT	Premium	plan.	Happy	studying!	More	from	Magoosh	Are
you	curious	about	what	kind	of	questions	to	expect	on	the	GMAT,	or	would	you	like	to	know	where	you	stand	with	your	preparation?	Then	you've	come	to	the	right	place.	We've	created	10	exclusive	GMAT	sample	questions	with	detailed	answers	just	for	you,	absolutely	free.	The	sample	questions	reflect	the	official	GMAT	questions.	Use	these	questions
to	experience	how	GMAT	questions	are	set	up	and	gain	insight	into	which	part	you	have	more	difficulty	with.	Is	it	with	the	Quant	section	or	the	Verbal	section?	Curious	to	find	out	what	the	GMAT	is	like	and	how	much	you	will	have	to	prepare?	Try	out	a	few	of	the	quantitative	GMAT	problems.	This	is	an	example	of	a	Problem	Solving	Question.	The	set
up	of	this	type	of	question	is	quite	straightforward.	There	is	a	question	with	5	answer	options	and	only	one	of	them	is	correct.	Problem	solving	questions	will	challenge	you	to	solve	quantitative	problems	using	logic	and	analytical	reasoning	combined	with	specific	mathematical	theory	and	rules,	in	this	case		geometry.	This	is	an	example	of	a	Data
Sufficiency	Question.	The	format	of	this	question	type	is	in	itself	a	logical	puzzle.	For	each	data	sufficiency	question,	the	five	possible	answers	are	identical.	You	will	need	to	decide	if	one	of	the	two	statements	is	sufficient	on	its	own	(A	and	B);	if	both	statements	are	sufficient	on	their	own	(D);	if	the	statements	are	sufficient	when	combined,	but	not
sufficient	on	their	own	(C),	or	if	they	are	not	even	sufficient	when	combined	(E).	In	our	free	introduction	session,	we'll	tell	you	everything	you	need	to	know	about	the	GMAT	and	how	to	start	your	preparation.	Still	don't	know	how	to	begin	your	GMAT	preparation	or	unsure	if	you	are	preparing	in	the	right	way?	Then	we	recommend	you	contact	us	for
free	professional	advice.	We	offer	multiple	courses	(online	and	on	location)	given	by	experienced	tutors	that	will	prepare	you	for	the	GMAT	exam	in	the	best	way	possible.	Want	to	reach	a	score	above	650?	In	that	case,	we	recommend	you	to	contact	us	for	a	personalised	study	plan.	Let	us	contact	you	and	help	you	to	get	you	started	with	personal
advice.	Now	that	you	registered	yourself	for	a	GMAT	exam,		you	can	start	or	continue	with	your	preparations.	Do	you	need	help	with	your	planning?	Get	in	contact	with	us	and	we	will	help	you	to	nail	your	GMAT	exam!	Reading	Comprehension	Question	Directions:	The	questions	in	this	group	are	based	on	the	content	of	a	passage.	After	reading	the
passage,	choose	the	best	answer	to	each	question.	Answer	all	questions	following	the	passage	on	the	basis	of	what	is	stated	or	implied	in	the	passage.	Question:	Schools	expect	textbooks	to	be	a	valuable	source	of	information	for	students.	My	research	suggests,	however,	that	textbooks	that	address	the	place	of	Native	Americans	within	the	history	of
the	United	States	distort	history	to	suit	a	particular	cultural	value	system.	In	some	textbooks,	for	example,	settlers	are	pictured	as	more	humane,	complex,	skillful,	and	wise	than	Native	Americans.	In	essence,	textbooks	stereotype	and	depreciate	the	numerous	Native	American	cultures	while	reinforcing	the	attitude	that	the	European	conquest	of	the
New	World	denotes	the	superiority	of	European	cultures.	Although	textbooks	evaluate	Native	American	architecture,	political	systems,	and	homemaking,	I	contend	that	they	do	it	from	an	ethnocentric,	European	perspective	without	recognizing	that	other	perspectives	are	possible.	One	argument	against	my	contention	asserts	that,	by	nature,	textbooks
are	culturally	biased	and	that	I	am	simply	underestimating	children's	ability	to	see	through	these	biases.	Some	researchers	even	claim	that	by	the	time	students	are	in	high	school,	they	know	they	cannot	take	textbooks	literally.	Yet	substantial	evidence	exists	to	the	contrary.	Two	researchers,	for	example,	have	conducted	studies	that	suggest	that
children's	attitudes	about	particular	cultures	are	strongly	influenced	by	the	textbooks	used	in	schools.	Given	this,	an	ongoing,	careful	review	of	how	school	textbooks	depict	Native	Americans	is	certainly	warranted.	Which	of	the	following	would	most	logically	be	the	topic	of	the	paragraph	immediately	following	the	passage?	(A)	Specific	ways	to
evaluate	the	biases	of	United	States	history	textbooks	(B)	The	centrality	of	the	teacher's	role	in	United	States	history	courses	(C)	Nontraditional	methods	of	teaching	United	States	history	(D)	The	contributions	of	European	immigrants	to	the	development	of	the	United	States	(E)	Ways	in	which	parents	influence	children's	political	attitudes	Answer:	(A)
Critical	Reasoning	Question	Directions:	For	this	question,	select	the	best	of	the	answer	choices	given.	Question:	Mall	Owner:	Our	mall’s	occupancy	rate	is	so	low	that	we	are	barely	making	a	profit.	We	cannot	raise	rents	because	of	an	unacceptably	high	risk	of	losing	established	tenants.	On	the	other	hand,	a	mall	that	is	fully	occupied	costs	about	as
much	to	run	as	one	in	which	a	rental	space	here	and	a	rental	space	there	stands	empty.	Clearly,	therefore,	to	increase	profits	we	must	sign	up	new	tenants.	Which	of	the	following,	if	true,	most	seriously	weakens	the	argument?	(A)	The	mall’s	operating	costs	could	be	cut	by	consolidating	currently	rented	spaces	in	such	a	way	that	an	entire	wing	of	the
mall	could	be	closed	up.	(B)	The	mall	is	located	in	a	geographic	area	in	which	costs	incurred	for	air-conditioning	in	the	hot	summers	exceed	those	incurred	for	heating	in	the	mild	winters	by	a	wider	margin.	(C)	The	mall’s	occupancy	rate,	though	relatively	low,	has	been	relatively	stable	for	several	years.	(D)	The	mall	lost	tenants	as	a	result	of	each	of
the	two	major	rent	increases	that	have	occurred	there.	(E)	None	of	the	mall’s	established	tenants	is	likely	to	need	additional	floor	space	there	in	the	foreseeable	future.	Answer:	(A)


