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With	news	this	week	of	the	discovery	of	what	could	be	the	earliest	known	siddur,	a	Jewish	prayer	book	dated	at	around	840	AD	we	have	put	together	a	list	of	10	of	the	oldest	known	surviving	books	in	the	world	today.	Writing	and	literature	are	thought	to	have	been	first	developed	between	the	7th	and	4th	millenium	BC.	Since	the	dawn	of	writing	an
incredible	array	of	different	materials	have	been	used	for	recording	text,	including	clay,	silk,	pottery,	papyrus,	even	coffins	so	the	question	of	the	oldest	surviving	book	depends	very	much	on	how	you	classify	one.The	Mirriam-Webster	Dictionary	defines	a	book	as:	a	set	of	printed	sheets	of	paper	that	are	held	together	inside	a	cover;	a	long	written
work.	This	definition	rules	out	clay	tablets,	scrolls	and	similar,	though	many	scholars	have	expanded	the	definition	to	include	any	significant	piece	of	writing	bound	together	inside	a	cover.The	question	can	also	touch	on	the	nature	of	the	book.	Some	scholars	have	considered	that	a	significant	book	should	contain	a	worldview,	setting	it	apart	from	mere
accounting	or	administrative	records.We	have	tried	to	pull	together	what	we	hope	is	an	interesting	range	of	some	of	the	oldest	surviving	books	in	the	world.	We	cover	everything	from	the	earliest	surviving	printed	books,	to	the	oldest	known	surviving	book	in	existence.Madrid	CodexDiscovered	in	Spain	in	the	1860s,	the	Madrid	Codex	also	known	as
the	Tro-Cortesianus	Codex	is	one	of	the	only	surviving	books	attributable	to	the	pre-Columbian	Maya	culture	of	around	9001521	AD.Most	likely	produced	in	Yucatn,	the	book	is	written	in	Yucatecan,	a	group	of	Mayan	languages	which	includes	Yucatec,	Itza,	Lacandon	and	Mopan.Experts	disagree	on	the	exact	date	the	Madrid	Codex	was	created,
though	it	is	said	by	some	to	have	been	made	before	the	Spanish	conquest	of	the	16th	century.The	book	is	currently	held	in	the	Museo	de	Amrica	in	Madrid,	Spain.Source:	1.	Image:	1.Estimated	age:	494	years	old.	Gutenberg	BibleThe	Gutenberg	Bible,	also	known	as	the	42-line	Bible,	is	listed	by	the	Guinness	Book	of	World	records	as	the	worlds	oldest
mechanically	printed	book	the	first	copies	of	which	were	printed	in	1454-1455	AD.Printed	by	Johannes	Gutenberg,	in	Mainz,	Germany,	it	is	considered	to	be	oldest	printed	book	using	movable	type	in	the	West	though	in	China	there	were	examples	of	book	printing	many	centuries	earlier,	such	as	the	Diamond	Stra.There	are	48	original	copies	in	known
existence,	of	which	21	are	complete.	The	above	image	is	of	the	New	York	Public	Librarys	copy,	the	first	to	come	to	the	USA.Source:	1.	Image:	1.Estimated	age:	559	years	old.	Celtic	PsalterThe	Celtic	Psalter	is	described	as	Scotlands	Book	of	Kells.	The	pocket-sized	book	of	Psalms	is	housed	at	the	University	of	Edinburgh,	where	it	went	on	public	display
in	2009	for	the	first	time.The	book	is	thought	to	be	have	been	created	in	the	11th	century	AD,	making	it	Scotlands	oldest	surviving	book.You	can	view	pages	of	the	Celtic	Psalter	on	the	University	of	Edinburgh	website	here.Source:	1.	Image:	1Estimated	age:	938	years	old.	Diamond	StraA	Buddhist	holy	text,	the	Diamond	Stra	is	considered	to	be	the
oldest	surviving	dated	printed	book	in	the	world.Found	in	a	walled	up	cave	in	China	along	with	other	printed	materials,	the	book	is	made	up	of	Chinese	characters	printed	on	a	scroll	of	grey	printed	paper,	wrapped	along	a	wooden	pole.The	book	was	copied	by	a	man	called	Wong	Jei,	in	May	868	AD,	on	the	instruction	of	his	parents,	which	is	noted	at
the	end	of	the	text.Source:	1.	Image:	1.Estimated	age:	1,145	years	old.	Siddur,	Jewish	Prayer	BookDiscovered	in	2013,	the	third	major	discovery	this	year,	was	a	siddur	a	Jewish	prayer	book	dated	back	to	around	840	AD.The	complete	parchment,	still	in	its	original	binding,	is	so	old	that	it	contains	Babylonian	vowel	pointing	akin	to	the	Old	or	Middle
English	for	the	English	language.This	allowed	experts	to	date	the	book	to	the	times	of	Geonim	Babylonian	&	Talmudic	leaders	during	the	Middle	ages.Source:	1.	Image:	1.Estimated	age:	1,173	years	old.	Book	of	KellsThe	Book	of	Kells	is	kept	in	the	Trinity	College	Library	in	Dublin,	Ireland,	and	is	thought	to	have	been	created	by	Celtic	monks	around
800	AD.The	book	is	an	incredibly	ornate	illuminated	manuscript	Gospel	book,	written	in	Latin,	containing	the	four	Gospels	of	the	New	Testament.Image:	1.Estimated	age:	1,213	years	old.St	Cuthbert	GospelEuropes	oldest	known	surviving	intact	book	is	the	St	Cuthbert	Gospel,	bought	by	the	British	Library	in	2012	for	9	million	pounds	as	part	of	a
fundraising	campaign.The	book	was	buried	with	St	Cuthbert,	an	early	British	Christian	leader,	on	the	island	of	Lindisfarne	off	Northumberland,	in	around	698	AD.Only	just	surviving	the	Vikings	conquests,	the	book	was	moved	to	Durham	to	avoid	Viking	raiders,	narrowly	escaping	destruction.The	book	was	again	rediscovered	in	1104	AD,	with	an
inscription	added	to	the	inside	cover	(see	image	below).You	can	now	view	the	a	digitised	version	on	the	book	on	the	British	Library	website.Source:	1Estimated	age:	1,315	years	old.	Nag	Hammadi	LibraryConsidered	to	be	some	of	the	oldest	surviving	bound	books	13	leather	bound	papyrus	codices	were	discovered	in	1945	buried	inside	a	sealed	jar,	by
a	local	man	in	the	town	of	Nag	Hammadi	in	Upper	Egypt.The	books,	containing	Gnostic	texts,	are	dated	from	around	the	first	half	of	the	4th	century	AD.	Written	in	the	Coptic	language,	the	codices	are	thought	to	have	been	copied	from	Greek.The	Nag	Hammadi	codices	are	currently	found	at	the	Coptic	Museum	in	Cairo,	Egypt.Source/Image:
1.Estimated	age:	1,693	years	old.Pyrgi	Gold	TabletsFound	in	1964	in	the	excavation	of	a	sanctuary	in	ancient	Pyrgi,	Italy,	the	three	gold	plates	date	back	to	500	BC.Containing	holes	around	the	edges,	scholars	think	they	were	once	bound	together.Two	are	written	in	Etruscan	text,	with	one	written	in	Phoenician	comprising	of	a	dedication	from	King
Thefarie	Velianas	to	the	Phoenician	goddess	Astarte.The	plates	are	now	displayed	at	the	National	Etruscan	Museum	in	Rome,	Italy.Source/Image:	1.Estimated	age:	2,513	years	old.	Etruscan	Gold	BookThought	to	be	the	oldest	multi-page	book	in	the	world,	dating	to	about	660	BC,	the	Etruscan	Gold	Book	was	discovered	70	years	ago	whilst	digging	a
canal	off	the	Strouma	river	in	Bulgaria.The	book	is	made	from	6	sheets	of	24	carat	gold,	bound	together	with	rings.The	plates	are	written	in	Etruscan	characters,	and	also	depicted	is	a	horse,	horseman,	a	Siren,	a	lyre,	and	soldiers.The	book	was	donated	to	Bulgarias	National	History	Museum	in	Sofia,	by	an	anonymous	87	year	old	donor.Etruscans
were	an	ancient	race	of	people	that	migrated	from	Lydia	in	now	what	would	be	modern	Turkey	settling	in	central	Italy	nearly	3	thousand	years	ago.Sources:	1,	2.	Image:	1.Estimated	age:	2,673	years	old.	We	hope	you	have	enjoyed	reading	our	article!This	article	is	read	by	100s	of	thousands	of	people	every	year.	If	you	have	enjoyed	the	article	please
consider	making	a	small	donation!About	Wigan	Lane	BooksWigan	Lane	Books	is	an	online	book	store	based	in	the	UK,	specialising	in	rare	books	and	books	of	interest.Click	here	to	view	our	homepage,	Like	us	on	Facebook	or	follow	us	on	Twitter!	As	far	as	historians	know,	and	depending	on	what	one	means	by	made,	the	first	book	was	either	the	Epic
of	Gilgamesh,	the	first	bound	copies	of	the	Bible,	or	the	Gutenberg	Bible.	Each	marks	a	point	in	the	development	of	books.The	Epic	of	Gilgamesh	is	the	oldest-known	written	story	that	can	be	called	a	book.	It	was	written	in	ancient	Sumeria	sometime	prior	to	the	18th	century	B.C.	on	clay	tablets.	The	first	bound	parchment	books,	or	codices,	were	the
Bibles	of	the	early	Christian	church,	like	the	4th	century	A.D.	Codex	Vaticanus	and	the	Codex	Sinaiticus.	Much	later,	in	1454	or	1455,	Johann	Gutenberg	printed	the	first	book	on	a	moveable-type	printing	press:	the	Gutenberg	Bible.	MORE	FROM	REFERENCE.COM	The	written	word	has	been	a	cornerstone	of	human	civilization	for	millennia.	From
clay	tablets	and	scrolls	to	modern-day	books,	the	medium	for	recording	knowledge	has	evolved	significantly	over	time.	The	question	of	the	oldest	surviving	book	is	a	complex	one,	as	it	depends	on	how	we	define	a	book	and	its	significance.	In	this	article,	we'll	delve	into	ten	of	the	most	ancient	known	surviving	books	in	the	world,	each	with	its	unique
historical	and	cultural	significance.	The	Madrid	Codex,	also	known	as	the	Tro-Cortesianus	Codex,	is	a	rare	treasure	from	the	pre-Columbian	Maya	culture,	dating	back	to	around	9001521	AD.	It	was	discovered	in	Spain	in	the	1860s	and	is	currently	housed	in	the	Museo	de	Amrica	in	Madrid.	Experts	debate	its	exact	creation	date,	but	some	suggest	it
predates	the	Spanish	conquest	of	the	16th	century.	Written	in	Yucatecan,	a	group	of	Mayan	languages,	this	codex	provides	valuable	insights	into	the	Mayan	civilization.	The	Gutenberg	Bible,	also	called	the	42-line	Bible,	stands	as	the	world's	oldest	mechanically	printed	book,	with	the	first	copies	produced	in	14541455	AD	by	Johannes	Gutenberg	in
Mainz,	Germany.	While	China	had	earlier	examples	of	book	printing,	such	as	the	Diamond	Stra,	this	Bible	marked	a	significant	advancement	in	Western	printing	technology.	There	are	48	known	original	copies,	with	21	complete	copies.	The	New	York	Public	Library	owns	one	of	these	iconic	editions.	Scotland's	answer	to	the	Book	of	Kells,	the	Celtic
Psalter,	is	a	pocket-sized	book	of	Psalms.	Created	in	the	11th	century	AD,	it	is	Scotland's	oldest	surviving	book.	In	2009,	it	went	on	public	display	at	the	University	of	Edinburgh,	allowing	admirers	to	appreciate	its	historical	and	artistic	significance.	The	Diamond	Stra,	a	Buddhist	holy	text,	claims	the	title	of	the	world's	oldest	surviving	dated	printed
book.	Unearthed	in	China	in	a	sealed	cave,	this	scroll	consists	of	Chinese	characters	printed	on	gray	paper	and	dates	back	to	May	868	AD.	What	sets	this	text	apart	is	an	inscription	at	the	end	detailing	the	book's	creation	by	Wong	Jei	on	his	parents'	instructions.	In	2013,	a	remarkable	discovery	was	madea	Jewish	prayer	book,	or'siddur,'	dating	back	to
around	840	AD.	This	parchment,	still	in	its	original	binding,	features	Babylonian	vowel	pointing,	reflecting	the	language	of	the	Geonim	during	the	Middle	Ages.	This	remarkable	find	offers	a	glimpse	into	the	religious	practices	of	that	era.	Housed	in	the	Trinity	College	Library	in	Dublin,	Ireland,	the	Book	of	Kells	is	a	masterpiece	created	by	Celtic	monks
around	800	AD.	This	illuminated	manuscript	Gospel	book	is	written	in	Latin	and	contains	the	four	Gospels	of	the	New	Testament.	Its	intricate	designs	and	vivid	illustrations	make	it	a	marvel	of	medieval	artistry.	Europe's	oldest	known	surviving	intact	book	is	the	St.	Cuthbert	Gospel.	It	was	acquired	by	the	British	Library	in	2012	for	9	million	as	part	of
a	fundraising	campaign.	This	book	was	buried	with	St.	Cuthbert,	an	early	British	Christian	leader,	around	698	AD.	Its	journey	through	history,	surviving	Viking	conquests	and	rediscovery	in	1104	AD,	adds	to	its	historical	significance.	Considered	among	the	oldest	surviving	bound	books,	the	Nag	Hammadi	Library	consists	of	13	leather-bound	papyrus
codices	discovered	in	1945	in	Upper	Egypt.	These	codices	contain	Gnostic	texts	and	are	dated	to	the	first	half	of	the	4th	century	AD.	They	are	currently	housed	in	the	Coptic	Museum	in	Cairo,	shedding	light	on	early	Christian	thought.	In	1964,	three	gold	plates	were	discovered	in	ancient	Pyrgi,	Italy,	dating	back	to	500	BC.	These	plates,	written	in
Etruscan	and	Phoenician,	comprise	a	dedication	from	King	Thefarie	Velianas	to	the	Phoenician	goddess	Astarte.	Their	display	at	the	National	Etruscan	Museum	in	Rome	offers	a	glimpse	into	the	ancient	Etruscan	civilization.	The	Etruscan	Gold	Book,	dating	to	about	660	BC,	is	thought	to	be	the	world's	oldest	multi-page	book.	Comprising	six	sheets	of
24-carat	gold	bound	together	with	rings,	this	remarkable	artifact	features	Etruscan	characters	and	depictions	of	a	horse,	a	horseman,	a	siren,	a	lyre,	and	soldiers.	It	was	donated	to	Bulgaria's	National	History	Museum	in	Sofia	by	an	anonymous	donor.	These	ten	ancient	surviving	books	provide	windows	into	the	rich	tapestry	of	human	history,	culture,
and	knowledge.	From	the	Mayan	civilization	to	the	dawn	of	printing	technology	in	Europe,	and	from	religious	texts	to	illuminated	manuscripts,	these	books	transcend	time,	connecting	us	with	our	ancestors	and	their	wisdom.	They	are	not	just	records	of	the	past	but	treasures	that	continue	to	inspire	and	educate	generations.	Literature	has	been	an
integral	part	of	human	civilization	since	the	beginning	of	time.	The	written	word	has	served	as	a	medium	for	sharing	stories,	ideas,	and	knowledge,	allowing	us	to	connect	with	people	and	cultures	from	around	the	world.	From	ancient	epic	poems	to	modern	novels,	literature	has	evolved	over	the	years,	but	its	significance	has	remained	constant.	In	this
blog	post,	we	will	explore	the	ten	oldest	literature	pieces	ever	written,	tracing	the	roots	of	human	storytelling	to	their	earliest	origins.These	works	of	literature	have	survived	the	test	of	time	and	continue	to	inspire	and	influence	us	today.	They	provide	us	with	a	window	into	the	past,	offering	a	glimpse	into	the	thoughts,	beliefs,	and	cultures	of	our
ancestors.	Join	us	on	this	journey	through	the	past	as	we	discover	the	origins	of	literature	and	the	timeless	stories	that	have	captured	the	imaginations	of	people	throughout	history.10.	The	Tale	of	Gengi	Age:	1000	years	old	Author:	New	York	City,	New	York,	USA	Country	of	Origin:	Japan	Genre:	Monogatari	photo	source:	Harvard	WikiThe	Tale	of
Genji,	written	by	Murasaki	Shikibu,	is	considered	one	of	the	oldest	and	most	significant	works	of	literature	in	Japanese	history.	This	1000-year-old	masterpiece	was	written	during	the	Heian	period	(794-1185),	a	time	of	great	cultural	and	artistic	flourishing	in	Japan.	The	story	follows	the	life	of	Genji,	a	nobleman,	and	his	romantic	relationships	with
various	women	throughout	his	life.The	Tale	of	Genji	is	not	only	a	romantic	story	but	also	a	portrayal	of	the	social	and	cultural	norms	of	the	time.	It	provides	an	intimate	look	into	the	lives	of	the	aristocracy	during	the	Heian	period,	including	their	customs,	rituals,	and	daily	life.	It	is	also	notable	for	its	use	of	the	monogatari	genre,	which	blends	prose
and	poetry	to	create	a	unique	and	engaging	narrative	style.Did	You	Know?The	Tale	of	Genji	was	not	widely	read	outside	of	Japan	until	the	20th	century,	when	it	was	translated	into	multiple	languages.	9.	The	Symposium	Age:	2400	years	old	Author:	Plato	Country	of	Origin:	Greece	Genre:	Philosophy,	Platonic	dialogue	photo	source:	BBCThe	Symposium
is	a	philosophical	dialogue	written	by	Plato	in	the	4th	century	BC.	It	is	a	work	that	explores	the	nature	of	love	and	desire,	as	well	as	the	relationship	between	beauty	and	truth.	The	Symposium	takes	the	form	of	a	series	of	speeches	delivered	by	a	group	of	men	at	a	drinking	party,	with	each	speaker	offering	their	own	perspective	on	the	nature	of	love.At
the	heart	of	the	Symposium	is	the	idea	that	love	is	not	simply	a	physical	or	emotional	attraction	but	a	means	of	seeking	out	beauty	and	truth.	The	various	speakers	at	the	party	present	different	views	on	the	nature	of	love,	with	some	arguing	that	it	is	a	purely	physical	desire	while	others	see	it	as	a	means	of	attaining	a	higher	level	of	knowledge	and
understanding.Overall,	The	Symposium	is	a	complex	and	thought-provoking	work	that	explores	the	nature	of	love	and	desire	in	a	way	that	continues	to	influence	philosophers	and	thinkers	to	this	day.Did	You	Know?The	Symposium	also	explores	the	concept	of	Platonic	love,	which	is	a	non-sexual	love	that	seeks	to	transcend	the	physical	and	connect
with	the	spiritual.	8.	Medea	Age:	2450	years	old	Author:	Euripides	Country	of	Origin:	Greece	Genre:	Tragedy	photo	source:	Simon	&	SchusterMedea	is	a	Greek	tragedy	written	by	Euripides.	It	tells	the	story	of	Medea,	a	sorceress	from	Colchis	who	has	helped	Jason,	a	Greek	hero,	to	obtain	the	Golden	Fleece.	However,	when	Jason	leaves	Medea	to
marry	the	daughter	of	the	King	of	Corinth,	Medea	seeks	revenge	by	killing	their	children	and	the	King	and	his	daughter.	At	its	core,	Medea	is	a	play	about	revenge	and	the	consequences	of	betrayal.	Medea	is	a	complex	and	powerful	character	who	is	driven	by	her	emotions	and	a	desire	for	justice.She	is	also	a	symbol	of	the	outsider,	a	foreign	woman
in	a	patriarchal	society	who	is	struggling	to	assert	her	own	power	and	identity.	The	play	is	notable	for	its	portrayal	of	Medea	as	a	strong	and	independent	woman	who	is	capable	of	great	acts	of	violence	and	cruelty.	It	is	also	known	for	its	themes	of	betrayal,	vengeance,	and	the	corrupting	nature	of	power.Did	You	Know?It	is	considered	one	of	the
greatest	works	of	Greek	tragedy	and	has	been	praised	for	its	psychological	complexity	and	dramatic	intensity.	7.	The	Odyssey	Age:	Around	2700	years	old	Author:	Homer	Country	of	Origin:	Greece	Genre:	Epic	photo	source:	The	GuardianThe	Odyssey	is	an	epic	poem	written	by	the	Greek	poet	Homer	around	2700	years	ago.	It	tells	the	story	of
Odysseus,	a	legendary	hero	of	the	Trojan	War,	and	his	ten-year	journey	home	to	Ithaca	after	the	wars	end.	The	poem	is	divided	into	24	books	and	covers	a	wide	range	of	themes,	including	the	power	of	cunning	and	intelligence,	the	nature	of	hospitality,	and	the	importance	of	loyalty	and	perseverance.The	Odyssey	is	notable	for	its	complex	characters,
intricate	plot,	and	vivid	descriptions	of	the	ancient	Greek	world.	It	also	features	many	iconic	scenes	and	characters,	such	as	the	cyclops	Polyphemus,	the	sorceress	Circe,	and	the	temptress	Calypso.	The	poem	has	had	a	profound	influence	on	Western	literature	and	culture,	with	its	themes	and	characters	appearing	in	countless	works	of	art	and
literature	over	the	centuries.Did	You	Know?It	is	also	considered	a	foundational	work	of	Western	literature,	along	with	Homers	other	epic	poem,	the	Iliad.	6.	The	Vedas	Age:	3500-3200	years	old	Author:	Vyasa	Country	of	Origin:	India	Genre:	g	Veda,	the	Yajur	Veda,	the	Sma	Veda	and	the	Atharva	Veda	photo	source:	Amazon	UKThe	Vedas	are	a
collection	of	ancient	Hindu	texts	that	are	believed	to	be	between	3500	and	3200	years	old.	They	were	written	in	the	ancient	language	of	Sanskrit	and	are	considered	some	of	the	oldest	and	most	sacred	texts	in	Hinduism.	The	Vedas	are	believed	to	have	been	composed	by	the	sage	Vyasa	and	are	divided	into	four	main	parts:	the	g	Veda,	the	Yajur	Veda,
the	Sma	Veda,	and	the	Atharva	Veda.The	Vedas	cover	a	wide	range	of	topics,	including	philosophy,	theology,	spirituality,	and	ritual	practices.	They	also	contain	hymns,	prayers,	and	mantras	that	are	still	recited	and	chanted	by	Hindu	priests	today.	The	Vedas	have	had	a	profound	influence	on	Indian	culture	and	religion,	and	their	teachings	continue	to
be	studied	and	practiced	by	millions	of	Hindus	around	the	world.Did	You	Know?They	have	also	been	translated	and	studied	by	scholars	from	a	wide	range	of	disciplines,	including	philosophy,	religion,	and	linguistics.	5.	The	Book	of	the	Dead	Age:	3500	years	old	Author:	Karl	Richard	Lepsius	Country	of	Origin:	Egyptian	Genre:	Egyptian	funerary	text
photo	source:	Encylopedia	BritannicaThe	Book	of	the	Dead	is	an	ancient	Egyptian	funerary	text	that	is	believed	to	be	around	3500	years	old.	It	was	compiled	by	scribes	and	priests	during	the	New	Kingdom	period	of	ancient	Egyptian	history	and	was	designed	to	guide	the	deceased	through	the	afterlife.	The	Book	of	the	Dead	was	written	on	papyrus
scrolls	and	placed	in	the	tombs	of	the	deceased	alongside	their	mummified	remains.The	text	consists	of	a	collection	of	spells,	hymns,	and	instructions	that	were	believed	to	be	necessary	for	the	deceased	to	navigate	the	underworld	and	reach	the	afterlife	successfully.	The	spells	and	instructions	in	the	Book	of	the	Dead	cover	a	wide	range	of	topics,
including	the	judgment	of	the	deceased,	the	dangers	of	the	afterlife,	and	the	proper	rituals	and	offerings	that	should	be	made	to	the	gods.Did	You	Know?The	Book	of	the	Dead	is	one	of	the	most	important	and	well-known	ancient	Egyptian	texts,	and	it	has	been	studied	and	translated	by	scholars	for	centuries.	4.	Hammurabis	Code	Age:	3700	years	old
Author:	Hammurabi	Country	of	Origin:	Iraq	(Babylon)	Genre:	Legal	codes	photo	source:	ThoughtCoHammurabis	Code	is	a	legal	code	that	is	believed	to	be	around	3700	years	old.	It	was	written	by	the	Babylonian	king	Hammurabi	and	was	one	of	the	earliest	sets	of	written	laws	in	human	history.	The	code	was	inscribed	on	a	stone	stele	and	placed	in	a
public	location	in	the	city	of	Babylon	so	that	all	citizens	could	read	and	understand	its	contents.	Hammurabis	Code	consisted	of	282	laws	that	covered	a	wide	range	of	topics,	including	family	law,	property	law,	and	criminal	law.The	laws	were	designed	to	be	fair	and	just,	and	they	were	enforced	by	judges	who	were	appointed	by	the	king.	Hammurabis
Code	was	a	significant	achievement	in	the	development	of	law	and	justice	in	ancient	Mesopotamia	and	has	had	a	lasting	impact	on	the	legal	systems	of	many	cultures	around	the	world.Did	You	Know?It	is	also	a	valuable	historical	document	that	provides	insights	into	the	social,	economic,	and	political	conditions	of	ancient	Babylon.	3.	The	Book	of	Job
Age:	Around	2500	to	4000	years	old	Author:	Unknown	Country	of	Origin:	Outside	Israel	Genre:	Religious	text	photo	source:	ABCThe	Book	of	Job	is	a	religious	text	that	is	believed	to	be	between	2500	to	4000	years	old.	The	author	of	the	book	is	unknown,	and	it	is	thought	to	have	been	written	outside	of	Israel.	The	Book	of	Job	is	a	part	of	the	Hebrew
Bible	and	is	considered	one	of	the	most	important	works	of	religious	literature	in	the	world.The	Book	of	Job	tells	the	story	of	a	man	named	Job,	who	is	a	wealthy	and	righteous	person.	He	is	put	to	the	test	by	God,	who	allows	Satan	to	take	away	Jobs	wealth,	family,	and	health.	Despite	his	suffering,	Job	maintains	his	faith	in	God	and	ultimately	regains
his	blessings.	The	Book	of	Job	is	a	powerful	exploration	of	the	nature	of	suffering,	the	role	of	God	in	human	life,	and	the	relationship	between	faith	and	adversity.Did	You	Know?It	has	been	studied	and	interpreted	by	scholars,	theologians,	and	philosophers	for	centuries	and	has	had	a	profound	influence	on	religious	and	philosophical	thought.	2.	The
Tale	of	the	Shipwrecked	Sailor	Age:	Nearly	4000	years	old	Author:	Unknown	Country	of	Origin:	Egypt	Genre:	Theme	of	redemption	photo	source:	Simon	&	SchusterThe	Tale	of	the	Shipwrecked	Sailor	is	an	ancient	Egyptian	story	that	is	believed	to	be	nearly	4000	years	old.	The	author	of	the	story	is	unknown,	but	it	is	thought	to	have	originated	in
Egypt	during	the	Middle	Kingdom	period	of	Egyptian	history.	The	story	tells	the	tale	of	a	sailor	who	is	shipwrecked	on	a	desert	island.	While	on	the	island,	he	meets	a	divine	creature	who	gives	him	advice	on	how	to	return	safely	to	his	homeland.The	story	is	a	powerful	exploration	of	the	theme	of	redemption,	as	the	sailor	is	able	to	overcome	his
misfortunes	and	return	home	through	his	own	efforts	and	the	guidance	of	the	divine.	The	Tale	of	the	Shipwrecked	Sailor	is	a	valuable	example	of	ancient	Egyptian	storytelling	and	provides	insights	into	the	beliefs,	values,	and	cultural	practices	of	ancient	Egyptian	society.	It	is	also	a	testament	to	the	enduring	power	of	storytelling	as	a	means	of
conveying	moral	and	ethical	lessons	across	time	and	cultures.Did	You	Know?The	story	was	originally	written	on	a	papyrus	scroll	and	was	discovered	in	the	Ramesseum,	a	temple	complex	in	Egypt.	1.	The	Epic	of	Gilgamesh	Age:	Around	4000	years	old	Author:	Sn-lqi-unninni	Country	of	Origin:	Mesopotamia	(Modern-day	Iraq,	Kuwait,	Turkey,	and	Syria)
Genre:	Epic	poetry	photo	source:	Yale	University	PressThe	Epic	of	Gilgamesh	is	widely	regarded	as	the	oldest	known	piece	of	literature	in	the	world.	It	is	estimated	to	be	around	4000	years	old	and	was	written	in	ancient	Mesopotamia,	which	encompassed	parts	of	modern-day	Iraq,	Kuwait,	Turkey,	and	Syria.	The	author	of	the	epic	is	believed	to	be	Sn-
lqi-unninni,	an	Akkadian-speaking	scribe	who	lived	in	Mesopotamia	in	the	13th	century	BCE.The	Epic	of	Gilgamesh	is	an	epic	poem	that	tells	the	story	of	the	legendary	King	Gilgamesh	and	his	adventures.	The	poem	is	divided	into	12	tablets	and	covers	a	range	of	themes,	including	the	nature	of	friendship,	the	search	for	immortality,	and	the
relationship	between	gods	and	mortals.	The	epic	also	features	a	number	of	supernatural	elements,	including	gods	and	goddesses,	monsters,	and	magical	objects.The	Epic	of	Gilgamesh	is	considered	a	masterpiece	of	ancient	literature	and	has	had	a	significant	influence	on	later	works	of	literature,	including	the	Bible	and	the	works	of	Homer.	It	is	also
an	important	historical	document	that	provides	insights	into	the	culture,	beliefs,	and	values	of	ancient	Mesopotamian	society.Did	You	Know?It	is	also	notable	for	its	use	of	poetic	devices	such	as	imagery,	metaphor,	and	repetition.	OTHER	POSTS	YOU	MAY	BE	INTERESTED	IN	Pratik	Patil,	an	IT	engineering	graduate	turned	passionate	writer,	is	known
for	his	meticulous	research	and	engaging	storytelling	at	Oldest.org.	Despite	his	technical	background,	his	love	for	history,	culture,	and	storytelling	led	him	to	explore	the	worlds	oldest	records	across	topics	like	people,	sports,	politics,	food,	nature,	religion,	and	the	arts.	A	curious	mind	with	a	knack	for	uncovering	hidden	stories,	Pratik	enjoys	visiting
historical	sites,	reading	biographies,	and	watching	documentaries	on	ancient	civilizations.	He	has	a	deep	love	for	traditional	Indian	cuisine,	especially	home-cooked	Maharashtrian	dishes,	and	often	experiments	with	old	recipes.	When	hes	not	writing,	he	enjoys	sketching,	playing	chess,	and	listening	to	retro	music.	His	ability	to	blend	thorough
research	with	engaging	narratives	makes	history	come	alive,	making	it	both	informative	and	captivating	for	readers.	At	Hearst	Networks	EMEA,	we	share	stories	that	matter.	A	global	broadcaster	since	1995,	we	reach	audiences	in	over	100	countries,	including	the	UK,	Nordics,	Benelux,	Central	&	Eastern	Europe,	Spain,	Italy,	Germany,	Africa	and	the
Middle	East.	Our	stories	are	global	and	local,	linear	and	digital,	and	always	compelling.	Personalities	shine	at	Hearst	Networks	EMEA.	Our	culture	embraces	individuals,	in	all	their	daring,	passionate,	ambitious	glory.	Our	people	are	our	strength,	and	our	differences	are	celebrated.	We	challenge	each	other,	collaborate	and	come	together,	just	as	a
family	does;	winning	as	a	team	and	celebrating	as	one	too.	Everyone	has	a	voice	and	should	feel	proud	and	free	to	run	with	their	ideas,	enjoying	their	successes	and	journey	with	us.	And	in	such	an	evolving	industry,	tomorrow	is	always	today.	We	anticipate	change,	identify	future	opportunities	and	are	excited	by	the	potential	that	tomorrow	brings.	We
want	to	be	famous	for	creating	and	sharing	stories	that	matter	unique,	trusted,	entertaining,	everywhere.	Whether	our	stories	challenge	and	inspire	intellectually	or	simply	entertain,	we	know	that	we	are	making	a	positive	contribution	to	our	audiences	across	the	many	diverse	regions	and	countries	in	the	UK,	Europe,	The	Middle	East	and	Africa.
Striving	to	always	do	so	requires	passion.	And	its	with	just	as	much	passion	that	we	strive	to	gain	new	audiences	with	our	creativity	and	by	using	innovative	technology,	by	partnering	with	leading	and	emerging	local	platforms.	With	our	diverse	line-up	of	original,	high-quality	programming,	our	distribution	partners	across	EMEA	recognise	the	benefits
of	offering	Hearst	Networks	EMEA's	distinctive,	high	quality	brands	on	their	platforms	and	services.	We	understand	the	opportunity	to	grow	engagement	with	new	audiences	of	all	ages	and	through	new	partnerships	with	Facebook,	Twitter,	YouTube,	Instagram,	TikTok	and	Snapchat,	along	with	our	podcasts	and	on-demand	SVOD	services,	we	ensure
our	programming	and	unique	stories	reach	audiences	across	the	full	demographic	spectrum.	Join	our	global	team	of	talent.	At	Hearst	Networks	EMEA	youll	find	a	team	of	innovative,	creative	and	collaborative	people	who	embrace	change	and	want	to	continually	try	new	things.	With	offices	in	London,	Rome,	Madrid,	Warsaw,	Munich	and
Johannesburg,	we	are	a	truly	international	company	that	celebrates	difference	and	diversity.	We	offer	a	range	of	benefits	such	as	a	generous	pension	plan,	life	assurance	and	holiday	allowance,	and	there	are	useful	local	perks	in	various	offices,	and	summer	Fridays	across	the	whole	company.	But	most	of	all,	we	will	support	you	to	develop	and	grow
throughout	your	time	with	us.	Learning	is	part	of	the	journey	at	Hearst	Networks	EMEA	and	youll	be	offered	personal	and	professional	development	opportunities	throughout	your	career	with	us.	Well	do	everything	we	can	to	see	you	thrive	and	grow.	The	following	is	a	list	of	the	world's	oldest	surviving	physical	documents.Each	entry	is	the	most
ancient	of	each	language	or	civilization.	For	example,	the	Narmer	Palette	may	be	the	most	ancient	from	Egypt,	but	there	are	many	other	surviving	written	documents	from	Egypt	later	than	the	Narmer	Palette	but	still	more	ancient	than	the	Missal	of	Silos.The	Kish	tablet,	a	small	limestone	tablet	from	the	middle	Uruk	period	of	ancient	Mesopotamia,
contains	pictographic	inscriptions	exemplifying	an	early	precursor	to	Cuneiform.	Many	similar	tablets	have	been	found	from	the	same	period,	all	of	which	have	proven	difficult	to	date	using	radiocarbon	dating;	among	these,	the	Kish	tablet	has	the	earliest	proposed	date	of	manufacture,	although	it	may	be	from	the	later	Uruk	IV	period,	around
3200BCE.[1]The	Kushim	tablets	from	the	same	period	feature	possibly	the	oldest	named	person	(Kushim).Another	Uruk	Period	clay	tablet	that	featured	names	dating	back	to	around	3100BCE	includes	the	names	of	a	slave	owner	(Gal-Sal)	and	their	two	slaves	(a	man,	En-pap	X,	and	a	woman,	Sukkalgir).	This	tablet	was	likely	produced	one	or	two
generations	after	the	Kushim	Tablet.[2]From	the	same	period,	the	first	named	Egyptian	ruler,	Iry-Hor,	has	been	found,	as	well	as	the	soon-following,	possibly	oldest-named	female	ruler,	Queen	Ha,	just	before	the	contemporary	of	Narmer,	Queen	Neithhotep.The	Narmer	Palette,	a	carved	slab	of	siltstone	from	the	Early	Dynastic	Period	of	Ancient	Egypt,
contains	some	of	the	earliest	known	examples	of	Egyptian	hieroglyphs.	Notably,	the	palette	contains	carved	Serekhs	bearing	the	rebus	symbols	n'r	(catfish)	and	mr	(chisel).	These	are	believed	to	be	a	phonetic	representation	of	Narmer,	the	first	Pharaoh	of	Upper	and	Lower	Egypt	following	their	unification	around	3100BCE.The	Palermo	Stone,	a	stele,
containing	the	names	of	Pharaohs	and	other	information,	is	made	of	basalt.	Fragments	of	the	piece	exist,	with	some	of	them	reportedly	found	in	Memphis	and	others	in	Middle	Egypt.	In	2025,	the	primary	piece	that	is	referred	to	as	the	Palermo	stone	is	on	display	in	Italy,	having	been	purchased	by	a	Sicilian	lawyer	named	Ferdinand	Guidano	in	1859.
[3][4][5]The	Diary	of	Merer	(also	known	as	Papyrus	Jarf)	is	the	name	for	papyrus	logbooks	written	over	4,500	years	ago	by	Merer,	a	middle	ranking	official	with	the	title	inspector	(sHD).	Buried	in	front	of	man-made-caves	that	served	to	store	boats	at	Wadi	al-Jarf	on	the	Red	Sea	coast,	the	papyri	were	found	and	excavated	in	2013.According	to	the
Guinness	World	Records,	the	oldest	surviving	love	poem,	a	balbale,	in	the	world	is	of	Sumerian	origin	and	written	in	cuneiform,	discovered	in	Nippur,	dated	to	2031BCE,	called	Istanbul	#2461	by	archaeologists.[6]	Written	on	a	clay	tablet	measuring	10.7	6	3.1	cm,[7]	it	is	believed	to	have	been	written	by	a	bride	of	the	Sumerian	king	Shu-Sin,	who
reigned	between	2037BCE	and	2029BCE.	The	tablet	is	on	display	at	the	Istanbul	Archaeology	Museums.[8][9][10]Bridegroom,	dear	to	my	heart,Goodly	is	your	beauty,	honeysweet,Lion,	dear	to	my	heart,Goodly	is	your	beauty,	honeysweet.Istanbul	#2461Dating	back	to	1800	BCE,	to	the	Old	Babylonian	period,	a	clay	tablet	containing	a	recipe	for	squab
was	found,	written	in	Akkadian	cuneiform.	No	measurements,	cooking	times,	nor	preparation	or	cooking	methods	are	given,	stating	only	that	one	should	cut	the	pigeon	in	half	and	make	a	mixture	of	water,	fat,	salt,	breadcrumbs,	milk-soaked	herbs	including	onions,	leeks,	garlic,	and	an	herb	called	"samidu",	which	was	the	equivalent	of	modern
semolina.[11]The	complaint	tablet	to	Ea-nir,	a	clay	tablet	written	in	Akkadian	cuneiform	found	in	Iraq,	is	the	first	recorded	customer	complaint.	It	was	written	by	a	customer	named	Nanni,	who	complains	that	copper	which	he	purchased	from	the	merchant	Ea-Nasir	was	of	the	incorrect	grade.[12]In	2010,	a	clay	fragment	bearing	Akkadian	cuneiform,
comparable	in	size	to	that	of	an	olive,	was	discovered	by	Israeli	archaeologists	during	the	excavation	of	a	tower,	the	tower	itself	dating	back	to	the	10th	century	BCE,	in	Jerusalem,	that	was	determined	to	have	originated	in	14th	century	BCE.[13]	The	document,	nearly	3,400	years	old	at	the	time	of	its	discovery,	was	older	than	any	other	ancient	text
discovered	in	Jerusalem	by	at	least	600	years.	Further	examination	revealed	that	the	clay	had	originated	in	the	Jerusalem	area	and	that	the	scribe	responsible	was	highly	skilled.[14]	It	is	the	only	cuneiform	text	to	have	ever	been	discovered	in	the	area.	Previously,	the	oldest	document	found	in	Jerusalem	was	a	tablet,	found	in	the	Shiloah	water	tunnel,
dating	back	to	8th	century	BCE.[15]The	Wakoklon	Heelel	Thilen	Salai	Amailon	Pukok	Puya,	shortly	known	as	the	Wakoklon,	is	one	of	the	oldest	scriptures	(puyas)	in	Sanamahism,	the	Meetei	religion	of	Ancient	Kangleipak	(Antique	Manipur).	It	is	verified	that	it	was	written	in	1398	BC	(3400	years	ago)	by	the	National	Archives,	New	Delhi.[16]	The	text
is	considered	by	the	people	and	the	Government	of	Manipur	as	the	source	of	the	Kanglei	Eeyek	(Meetei	script).[17]Extant	direct	records	from	the	Shang	dynasty	date	from	approximately	1250BCE.	These	records	primarily	consist	of	oracle	bones	and	bronze	inscriptions,	and	also	include	a	small	number	of	other	writings	on	pottery,	jade	and	other
materials.[18]The	oldest	of	the	Dead	Sea	Scrolls	are	thought	to	date	from	this	period,	although	some	may	be	as	recent	as	the	1st	century	CE.	They	are	written	almost	entirely	in	Hebrew,	Aramaic,	and	Greek.	About	30%	of	the	Hebrew	Bible	is	accounted	for	in	these	ancient	scrolls	and	fragments,	as	well	as	a	vast	library	of	other	historical,	apocalyptic,
legal,	and	devotional	texts.[19]The	Nash	Papyrus,	a	collection	of	four	papyrus	fragments	written	in	Hebrew,	was	found	in	1898,	and	was,	prior	to	the	discovery	of	the	Dead	Sea	Scrolls,	the	oldest	known	example	of	the	written	Hebrew	language.	The	fragments	contain	parts	of	the	Ten	Commandments	and	the	Shema	Yisrael.	The	documents	were
acquired	in	Egypt,	by	W.	L.	Nash,	and	are	believed	to	have	originated	in	Faiyum,	though	it	is	possible	they	originated	elsewhere.Gandhran	Buddhist	texts	are	the	oldest	known	manuscripts	originating	in	South	Asia.	They	are	written	on	birch	bark	or	palm	leaves,	in	the	Gandhari	language,	and	are	housed	in	various	collections	around	the
world.Gabriel's	Revelation	is	a	stone	tablet,	written	in	ink.A	Scottish	psalter,	written	in	Latin,	dating	back	to	the	11th	century	CE[relevant?	discuss]	is	on	display	at	the	University	of	Edinburgh	in	Scotland.[20]	It's	unknown	as	to	how	the	university	acquired	the	piece	or	where	it	originated.	Photos	of	its	pages	show	that,	while	its	original	binding	is	lost,
the	pages	are	still	in	remarkable	condition,	their	colors	still	vibrant	and	words	legible.[21]The	Missal	of	Silos	is	the	oldest	known	surviving	paper	document	(as	opposed	to	parchment)	of	European	origin	in	existence	today,	dating	back	to	at	least	1080CE.	It	was	made	by	the	monastery	at	the	Santa	Mara	la	Real	of	Njera.Ancient	literature#Incomplete
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University	of	Edinburgh".	images.is.ed.ac.uk.	Retrieved	2019-09-05.Retrieved	from	"	Gilgamesh	is	believed	to	have	been	a	historical	figure,	a	king	who	ruled	the	city	of	Uruk,	one	of	the	greatest	cities	of	the	Sumerian	period.	His	reign	is	traditionally	placed	around	2800-2500	BCE,	though	the	historical	facts	about	his	life	have	been	heavily
mythologized	over	time.	As	a	literary	figure,	Gilgamesh	is	portrayed	as	a	heroic,	yet	deeply	flawed,	character	who	embarks	on	an	epic	journey	in	search	of	immortality,	personal	growth,	and	understanding	of	lifes	greatest	mysteries.The	Story	of	GilgameshThe	epic	begins	with	Gilgamesh	as	a	young	and	arrogant	king,	unmatched	in	strength	and	power,
yet	known	for	his	tyranny	over	the	people	of	Uruk.	Concerned	about	his	unchecked	ambition,	the	gods	create	Enkidu,	a	wild	man	who	lives	in	harmony	with	nature,	to	challenge	Gilgamesh.	After	a	fierce	battle,	the	two	become	close	friends,	and	their	friendship	forms	one	of	the	central	relationships	of	the	epic.Together,	Gilgamesh	and	Enkidu	embark
on	a	series	of	heroic	adventures.	They	slay	the	monstrous	guardian	Humbaba,	defeat	the	Bull	of	Heaven	sent	by	the	goddess	Ishtar,	and	achieve	great	fame	for	their	exploits.	However,	the	gods,	displeased	by	their	defiance,	decree	that	Enkidu	must	die.	Enkidus	death	plunges	Gilgamesh	into	profound	grief	and	sparks	his	existential	quest	for
immortality.Desperate	to	avoid	the	fate	that	claimed	his	friend,	Gilgamesh	travels	to	the	ends	of	the	earth	in	search	of	Utnapishtim,	a	man	who	survived	a	great	flood	(paralleling	the	biblical	story	of	Noahs	Ark)	and	was	granted	eternal	life	by	the	gods.	Gilgameshs	journey	is	filled	with	trials	and	challenges,	but	ultimately,	he	learns	that	immortality	is
beyond	human	reach.	The	wisdom	he	gains	leads	him	to	accept	the	inevitability	of	death	and	focus	on	living	a	meaningful	life.Themes	and	Philosophical	InsightsThe	Epic	of	Gilgamesh	delves	deeply	into	themes	that	are	still	relevant	today,	making	it	a	timeless	piece	of	literature.	One	of	the	most	significant	themes	is	the	human	confrontation	with
mortality.	Gilgameshs	quest	for	eternal	life	reflects	humanitys	age-old	fear	of	death	and	the	desire	to	overcome	it.	However,	the	epics	message	is	clear:	death	is	an	inescapable	part	of	life,	and	true	immortality	lies	in	the	legacy	one	leaves	behind.Another	central	theme	is	friendship.	The	bond	between	Gilgamesh	and	Enkidu	highlights	the
transformative	power	of	relationships.	Through	his	friendship	with	Enkidu,	Gilgamesh	evolves	from	a	selfish	and	ruthless	ruler	into	a	more	compassionate	and	wise	leader.	Enkidus	death	becomes	the	catalyst	for	Gilgameshs	personal	growth	and	his	journey	toward	self-realization.The	epic	also	explores	the	relationship	between	humans	and	the	divine.
Gilgamesh	frequently	interacts	with	gods	and	goddesses,	whose	actions	shape	his	destiny.	The	gods	in	Mesopotamian	mythology	are	powerful	but	capricious,	often	acting	in	ways	that	are	unpredictable	and	unjust.	This	reflects	the	Mesopotamian	worldview,	where	the	forces	of	nature	and	the	divine	were	believed	to	be	beyond	human	control.The
Tablets	and	Their	DiscoveryThe	Epic	of	Gilgamesh	was	lost	to	history	for	centuries	until	it	was	rediscovered	in	the	mid-19th	century.	British	archaeologist	Austen	Henry	Layard	uncovered	the	library	of	King	Ashurbanipal	at	Nineveh,	the	capital	of	the	Assyrian	Empire,	in	modern-day	Iraq.	Among	the	ruins,	archaeologists	discovered	thousands	of	clay
tablets,	including	the	twelve	that	contain	the	most	complete	version	of	the	Epic	of	Gilgamesh.These	tablets	were	written	in	cuneiform,	one	of	the	earliest	systems	of	writing,	and	were	composed	in	the	Akkadian	language.	They	are	now	housed	in	the	British	Museum,	though	fragments	of	the	epic	have	been	found	in	various	locations	across	Iraq,	Syria,
and	other	regions	that	were	once	part	of	the	ancient	Mesopotamian	world.	Over	time,	scholars	have	pieced	together	the	text	from	different	fragments,	revealing	the	full	richness	of	this	ancient	epic.Cultural	and	Historical	SignificanceThe	significance	of	the	Epic	of	Gilgamesh	goes	far	beyond	its	status	as	the	oldest	known	piece	of	literature.	It	provides
valuable	insights	into	the	worldview,	religion,	and	social	values	of	ancient	Mesopotamia.	The	epic	paints	a	vivid	picture	of	life	in	one	of	humanitys	first	great	civilizations,	describing	its	cities,	rulers,	and	the	relationship	between	humanity	and	the	gods.Additionally,	the	story	of	Gilgamesh	has	parallels	with	other	ancient	narratives,	most	notably	the
flood	story	that	appears	in	the	Hebrew	Bible	and	other	ancient	texts.	The	figure	of	Utnapishtim,	who	survives	the	flood	by	building	a	boat,	bears	a	striking	resemblance	to	Noah,	suggesting	that	the	Mesopotamian	version	may	have	influenced	later	traditions.Moreover,	the	Epic	of	Gilgamesh	continues	to	inspire	contemporary	literature	and	art.	Its
themes	of	friendship,	mortality,	and	the	quest	for	meaning	resonate	with	readers	across	time	and	cultures.	Authors,	poets,	and	scholars	have	drawn	from	its	rich	symbolism	and	timeless	message,	ensuring	its	place	as	a	foundational	text	in	world	literature.The	Epic	of	Gilgamesh	stands	as	a	testament	to	the	enduring	power	of	storytelling.	Over	four
millennia	after	its	creation,	it	continues	to	speak	to	the	deepest	concerns	of	the	human	experienceour	fear	of	death,	our	search	for	meaning,	and	the	transformative	power	of	friendship.	Housed	in	fragments	in	museums	worldwide,	including	in	Iraq,	the	epic	remains	a	vital	part	of	our	shared	cultural	heritage,	connecting	us	to	the	ancient	people	who
first	wrote	it	down	and	reminding	us	of	the	timelessness	of	the	human	condition.This	ancient	masterpiece,	rediscovered	after	being	lost	for	centuries,	remains	a	pillar	of	world	literature.	Its	universal	themes	and	philosophical	depth	have	allowed	it	to	transcend	time	and	geography,	cementing	its	place	as	the	worlds	oldest	and	one	of	its	most	profound
literary	works.Top	12	Oldest	Books	in	The	World:	The	benefits	of	reading	are	countless.	Since	writing	is	a	crucial	component	of	all	languages	and	a	crucial	talent	for	all	people	to	master,	it	should	go	without	saying.Writing	is	primarily	established	by	humans	as	a	means	of	communication	and	as	a	tool	to	record	past	events	and	transactions.Between	the
7th	and	4th	millennia	BC,	it	is	believed	that	the	first	forms	of	writing	and	literature	emerged.	Clay,	silk,	pottery,	papyrus,	and	even	coffins	have	all	been	employed	to	record	text	since	the	invention	of	writing,	among	a	staggering	variety	of	other	materials.	The	earliest	book	still	in	existence	varies	much	on	how	you	define	it	because	some	of	these
writings	were	done	on	paper,	bones,	gold,	and	walls.These	Oldest	Books	are	referred	to	as	classics	for	various	reasons;	These	works,	which	were	written	by	the	greatest	writers	ever,	contain	a	timeless	topic,	intriguing	characters,	and	perspectives	and	feelings	that	still	apply	today.	They	have	also	influenced	other	contemporary	books	in	a	variety	of
ways.You	should	be	aware	of	these	Oldest	works	because	they	will	help	you	gain	a	better	perspective	on	life,	regardless	of	whether	you	have	already	checked	off	some	of	the	greatest	books	to	read	or	youre	just	beginning	to	expand	your	literary	horizons.	Consequently,	we	will	explore	the	Top	10	Oldest	Books	in	the	World	in	this	post.Recommended:
Best	Places	To	Read	BooksTop	12	Oldest	Books	Ever	Written	In	The	World1.	Pyrgi	Gold	Plates:	These	three	gold	plates	were	discovered	in	1964	while	working	on	an	excavation	at	a	temple	in	Pyrgi,	Italy,	during	the	time	of	the	Bronze	Age.Is	there	a	book	older	than	the	BibleThese	three	gold	plates	have	holes	around	them,	which	leads	experts	to
conclude	that	they	were	previously	bound	together.	King	Thefarie	Velianas	dedicated	one	of	the	inscriptions	to	the	Phoenician	water	goddess	Astarte,	while	the	other	two	are	inscribed	in	the	Etruscan	and	Phoenician	languages.2.	The	Nag	Hammadi	Library:	It	is	believed	that	some	of	the	worlds	first	bound	books	are	housed	at	the	Nag	Hammadi
Library,	which	was	founded	in	1945	by	a	local	in	Nag	Hammadi,	Upper	Egypt.	Within	a	sealed	container,	they	found	13	papyrus	codices	knotted	in	leather.Oldest	manuscript	in	the	worldA	portion	of	the	Gnostic	texts,	which	date	to	roughly	the	first	half	of	the	fourth	century	AD,	is	included	in	the	volumes.	It	is	believed	that	Greek	was	the	source	of
these	Coptic	ciphers.	At	the	moment,	the	Coptic	Museum	in	Cairo,	Egypt,	houses	these	Nag	Hammadi	ciphers.	1693	years	are	predicted	to	be	lived.Also	see:	Advantages	and	Disadvantages	of	Oral	communication3.	Codex	Sinaiticus:	One	of	the	most	significant	and	priceless	books	in	the	entire	world	is	known	as	the	Sinai	Bible.	Because	it	is	the	only
early	Christian	Bible	text	that	is	remained	mostly	intact.	The	Codex	Sinaiticus	is	thus	one	of	the	earliest	known	Bibles.First	book	in	the	worldThe	book	is	a	handwritten	transcription	of	the	Septuagint,	an	ancient	Greek	translation	of	the	Bible,	which	was	initially	created	by	four	scribes	sometime	in	the	4th	century.4.	The	Garima	Gospels:	The	two	gospel
books	known	as	the	Garima	Gospels	are	the	earliest	complete	illuminated	Christian	manuscripts	and	come	from	the	Abba	Garima	Monastery	in	Ethiopia.	The	two	books	were	thought	to	date	to	the	11th	century	up	until	the	last	ten	years,	but	more	recent	carbon	dating	indicates	that	they	date	to	between	330	and	650	AD.Some	of	the	Oldest	Surviving
Books	in	the	WorldThe	books	have	reportedly	been	guarded	and	kept	at	the	monastery	since	its	founding,	according	to	the	monks	at	the	Abba	Garima	Monastery.	A	Byzantine	king	who	founded	the	monastery,	Abba	Garima,	is	also	thought	to	have	authored	the	books,	according	to	these	individuals.	The	Ethiopian	Heritage	Fund,	a	British	charity	that
aids	in	the	preservation	of	the	artifacts,	provided	funding	to	a	British	bookbinder	who	restored	both	books	sometime	in	the	previous	ten	years.Also	see:	Differences	Between	Citation	And	Reference5.	St	Cuthbert	Gospel:	The	St.	Cuthbert	Gospel,	or	Stonyhurst	Gospel,	was	written	in	698	AD.	As	the	oldest	surviving	book	in	Europe,	it	is	widely
acknowledged.	From	1979	until	2012,	when	it	was	eventually	purchased	from	them	for	$14	Million	through	a	campaign	for	the	library,	The	Book	was	leased	to	the	British	Library	by	its	owners,	a	congregation	of	Jesuits	in	Belgium.Oldest	Books	that	ever	ExistedThe	book	bears	the	name	of	St.	Cuthbert	of	Lindisfarne	in	England,	in	whose	coffin	it	was
put	upon	the	mans	passing	in	the	year	687.	The	Gospel	of	Saint	John	was	penned	on	94	vellum	folios	and	is	located	in	a	little	volume	that	may	fit	in	a	pocket.	Red	goatskin	leather	serves	as	its	binding.6.	The	Book	of	Kells:	The	most	well-known	artifact	on	display	in	Dublin	is	perhaps	the	Book	of	Kells	(also	known	as	the	Book	of	Columba)	at	Trinity
College.	The	Book	of	Kells	is	a	topic	that	cannot	be	avoided	while	traveling	to	Irelands	capital.Oldest	Known	Surviving	Books	in	the	WorldAlthough	scholars	have	been	unable	to	determine	the	exact	date	or	location	of	writing,	the	book	was	likely	written	around	the	year	800.	Instead	of	being	read	aloud,	this	book	is	claimed	to	have	been	written	for
ceremonial	and	exhibition	reasons	only.	This	is	because,	despite	the	detailed	and	sophisticated	images,	the	text	was	haphazardly	duplicated,	with	large	paragraphs	being	repeated	or	missing	entire	sentences.Also	see:	Advantages	And	Disadvantages	Of	Working	In	A	Team/Group7.	Siddur,	The	Jewish	Prayer	Book:	Asiddur,	a	Jewish	prayer	book	from
approximately	840	AD,	was	found	in	2013,	making	it	the	third	significant	find	of	the	year.What	is	considered	the	oldest	book	ever	written	in	the	world?Since	the	entire	parchment	is	still	bound	in	its	original	binding,	it	is	so	old	that	it	still	uses	Babylonian	vowel	pointing,	which	is	comparable	to	Old	or	Middle	English	in	the	English	language.As	a	result,
scholars	were	able	to	place	the	text	in	the	Middle	Ages,	during	the	Geonim	era	of	Babylonian	and	Talmudic	authorities.	Having	a	1,173-year-old	Approximate	Age.8.	The	Diamond	Sutra:	The	British	Library	considers	the	Diamond	Sutra	to	be	the	worlds	first	printed	book,	also	known	in	its	original	form	as	The	Diamond	That	Cuts	Through	Illusion.What
is	the	oldest	book	ever	written?The	paper,	which	was	placed	there	in	the	year	1000	to	protect	it	from	a	nearby	warring	nation,	was	found	in	868	AD.	The	text	was	translated	into	various	East	Asian	tongues,	including	Sanskrit,	Japanese,	and	Chinese,	where	it	was	regarded	as	a	sacred	text.	Due	to	the	Diamond	Sutra	being	a	very	little	text	with	only
6000	words,	this	accomplishment	was	attainable	at	the	time.Recommended:	Most	Corrupt	Countries	in	Africa	2023	:	Top	139.	The	Gutenberg	Bible:	The	Guinness	Book	of	World	Records	lists	the	Gutenberg	Bible,	also	known	as	the	42-line	Bible,	as	the	earliest	mechanically	printed	book	in	history.	The	Gutenberg	Bibles	initial	printings	took	place	in
1454	or	1455	AD.The	worlds	oldest-known	printed	bookAlthough	the	Diamond	Stra,	which	was	printed	in	China	many	centuries	earlier,	is	one	example	of	a	book	that	was	printed	using	moveable	type,	it	is	said	to	be	the	earliest	book	ever	produced	using	this	method	in	the	West.	It	was	printed	by	Johannes	Gutenberg	in	Mainz,	Germany.10.	The	Madrid
Codex:	In	1860,	Spain	was	the	location	of	the	books	initial	discovery.	This	book	is	additionally	referred	to	as	the	Tro-Cortesianus	Codex	and	the	Madrid	Codex.	The	pre-Columbian	Maya	culture,	which	flourished	from	around	900	to	1521	AD,	is	the	subject	of	this	book.	It	has	been	alive	for	494	years	as	of	this	moment.Oldest	Preserved	Books	In	The
WorldRecommended:	Richest	Doctors	In	The	World	202311.	Etruscan	Gold	Book:	The	Etruscan	Gold	Book	is	thought	to	be	among	the	earliest	books	in	the	world	and	dates	back	to	roughly	600	BCE,	even	though	not	much	is	known	about	it.	A	horse	rider,	a	mermaid,	a	harp,	and	soldiers	are	depicted	in	the	images	of	the	six	sheets	that	make	up	the
book,	which	is	entirely	composed	of	24-carat	gold.	When	Bulgarian	canal	construction	workers	dug	up	a	tomb	along	the	Struma	River	in	the	late	1950s,	they	discovered	the	book	within.The	first	book	in	the	worldThe	book	was	found	in	2003	and	given	to	the	National	History	Museum	of	Bulgaria	by	the	finder,	who	asked	to	remain	unidentified.	Two
specialists	in	Sofia,	Bulgaria,	and	London,	England,	according	to	the	museums	then-director	Bojidar	Dimitrov,	validated	the	books	authenticity.12.	Dead	Sea	Scrolls:	The	Dead	Sea	Scrolls	are	972	texts	that	were	discovered	in	a	network	of	12	caves	in	Qumran,	in	the	West	Bank.	They	are	unquestionably	the	most	well-known	item	on	this	list.	They	are
considered	to	be	the	earliest	complete	biblical	manuscripts	to	have	survived	to	the	present	day,	including	texts	recorded	on	parchments	and	papyri	in	Hebrew,	Aramaic,	and	Greek.First	book	ever	printedThree	Bedouin	shepherds	found	the	first	scrolls	in	1946,	which	launched	a	10-year	hunt	that	eventually	led	to	the	discovery	of	the	others.	One	of	the
best-preserved	manuscripts	is	the	Great	Psalms	Scroll,	which	was	copied	between	30	and	50	CE.	It	is	shown	here	and	is	one	of	the	oldest	scrolls	still	in	existence.Recommended:	Best	Time	to	Read	And	Understand	EffectiveConclusion:	Reading	inspires	us.	They	can	reduce	your	stress,	make	you	happier,	and	be	more	intelligent.It	is	indisputable	that
these	rare	ancient	texts,	some	of	which	date	back	thousands	of	years,	have	always	been	of	enormous	significance	to	us	all.The	evaluation	process	determines	the	SC	value	of	these	books	based	on	the	following	criteria:	printing	method,	materials,	and	ancient	language	usage.Edeh	Samuel	Chukwuemeka,	ACMC,	is	a	lawyer	and	a	certified
mediator/conciliator	in	Nigeria.	He	is	also	a	developer	with	knowledge	in	various	programming	languages.	Samuel	is	determined	to	leverage	his	skills	in	technology,	SEO,	and	legal	practice	to	revolutionize	the	legal	profession	worldwide	by	creating	web	and	mobile	applications	that	simplify	legal	research.	Sam	is	also	passionate	about	educating	and
providing	valuable	information	to	people.	Long	before	the	internet,	the	printing	press,	or	even	parchment,	humans	were	already	trying	to	record	their	knowledge,	stories,	and	laws.	Sometimes	on	stone,	sometimes	on	clay,	sometimes	on	papyrus.But	what	is	the	oldest	book	in	the	world?	That	question	is	not	easy	to	answer,	as	much	depends	on	the
definition:	does	a	clay	tablet	count	as	a	book?	Or	only	a	bound	codex	with	a	cover?	Still,	there	are	works	that	undoubtedly	rank	among	the	oldest	written	documents	we	can	(at	least	partially)	still	read.Here	are	10	of	the	oldest	known	books	in	the	world	and	the	stories	behind	them.	1.	The	Epic	of	Gilgamesh	(ca.	2100	BCE)Origin:	Mesopotamia
(modern-day	Iraq)Language:	Akkadian	in	cuneiform	scriptOften	considered	the	oldest	literary	work	in	the	world.	The	story	of	King	Gilgamesh	and	his	quest	for	immortality	was	recorded	on	clay	tablets.	Themes	such	as	friendship,	loss,	and	the	fear	of	death	still	resonate	today.2.	Pyramid	Texts	(ca.	24002300	BCE)Origin:	EgyptLanguage:	Old
EgyptianThese	religious	inscriptions,	carved	into	the	walls	of	the	pyramids	of	Djoser,	Unas,	and	other	pharaohs,	contain	spells	and	hymns	intended	to	protect	the	king	in	the	afterlife.	Technically	not	scrolls,	but	undeniably	the	oldest	religious	texts	known.3.	Egyptian	Book	of	the	Dead	(ca.	1550	BCE)Origin:	EgyptLanguage:	Old	Egyptian	(hieroglyphs
on	papyrus)A	collection	of	spells	and	rituals	placed	in	tombs	to	guide	the	deceased	through	the	realm	of	the	dead.	Written	on	papyrus	scrolls,	these	texts	are	often	richly	illustrated	and	provide	deep	insight	into	Egyptian	beliefs	about	life	and	death.4.	Prisse	Papyrus	(ca.	1800	BCE)Zunkir/wikipedia/CC	BY-SA	4.0Origin:	EgyptLanguage:	Middle
EgyptianThe	oldest	preserved	papyrus	scroll	in	the	world,	containing	the	Maxims	of	Ptahhotep	wisdom	literature	on	virtue,	etiquette,	and	leadership.	It	is	an	early	form	of	didactic	writing.5.	Rigveda	(oral	ca.	15001200	BCE,	written	from	ca.	1000	BCE)Origin:	IndiaLanguage:	Vedic	SanskritThe	oldest	of	the	Vedas	and	one	of	the	oldest	preserved
religious	texts	in	the	world.	Originally	transmitted	orally	around	15001200	BCE,	it	was	first	committed	to	writing	on	palm	leaves	from	about	1000	BCE.	Contains	hymns,	philosophies,	and	ritual	instructions	still	studied	today.6.	Enuma	Elish	(core	from	ca.	12th11th	century	BCE;	copies	from	7th6th	century	BCE)Origin:	BabyloniaLanguage:
AkkadianThe	Babylonian	creation	myth,	preserved	on	clay	tablets.	The	oldest	versions	likely	date	from	the	2nd	millennium	BCE,	though	the	most	complete	copies	are	from	the	7th6th	century	BCE.	A	key	text	in	the	religious	traditions	of	the	ancient	Mediterranean.7.	Diamond	Sutra	(868	CE)Origin:	China	(Dunhuang)Language:	Classical	ChineseThe
oldest	precisely	dated	printed	book,	created	using	woodblock	printing.	Printed	in	868	CE	and	discovered	in	a	cave	near	Dunhuang.	A	milestone	in	the	global	history	of	printing.8.	Codex	Sinaiticus	(ca.	330360	CE)Origin:	Egypt	(Sinai)Language:	GreekOne	of	the	oldest	and	most	complete	codex-form	manuscripts	of	the	Christian	Bible.	Written	on
parchment,	containing	both	Old	and	New	Testament	texts.	Rediscovered	only	in	the	19th	century	in	a	monastery	in	Sinai.9.	Codex	Gigas	(13th	century	CE)Kungl.	biblioteketOrigin:	Bohemia	(now	Czech	Republic)Language:	LatinNicknamed	The	Devils	Bible	because	of	a	massive	illustration	of	the	devil.	This	75	kg	behemoth	contains	the	complete	Latin
Bible,	medical	texts,	chronicles,	and	magical	formulas.	According	to	legend,	it	was	completed	in	one	night	with	the	devils	help.10.	Dead	Sea	Scrolls	(ca.	150	BCE	70	CE)alefbet	/	Shutterstock.comOrigin:	Israel	(Qumran)Language:	Hebrew,	AramaicA	collection	of	about	900	manuscripts,	including	Biblical	books,	apocryphal	writings,	and	sectarian	rules.
The	scrolls,	preserved	in	caves	near	the	Dead	Sea,	date	from	around	150	BCE	to	70	CE.	Essential	for	the	study	of	early	Judaism	and	the	Bible.	Share	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor
cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the
material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use
is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Pratik	Patil,	an	IT	engineering	graduate	turned	passionate	writer,	is	known	for	his
meticulous	research	and	engaging	storytelling	at	Oldest.org.	Despite	his	technical	background,	his	love	for	history,	culture,	and	storytelling	led	him	to	explore	the	worlds	oldest	records	across	topics	like	people,	sports,	politics,	food,	nature,	religion,	and	the	arts.	A	curious	mind	with	a	knack	for	uncovering	hidden	stories,	Pratik	enjoys	visiting
historical	sites,	reading	biographies,	and	watching	documentaries	on	ancient	civilizations.	He	has	a	deep	love	for	traditional	Indian	cuisine,	especially	home-cooked	Maharashtrian	dishes,	and	often	experiments	with	old	recipes.	When	hes	not	writing,	he	enjoys	sketching,	playing	chess,	and	listening	to	retro	music.	His	ability	to	blend	thorough
research	with	engaging	narratives	makes	history	come	alive,	making	it	both	informative	and	captivating	for	readers.	Pratik	Patil,	an	IT	engineering	graduate	turned	passionate	writer,	is	known	for	his	meticulous	research	and	engaging	storytelling	at	Oldest.org.	Despite	his	technical	background,	his	love	for	history,	culture,	and	storytelling	led	him	to
explore	the	worlds	oldest	records	across	topics	like	people,	sports,	politics,	food,	nature,	religion,	and	the	arts.	A	curious	mind	with	a	knack	for	uncovering	hidden	stories,	Pratik	enjoys	visiting	historical	sites,	reading	biographies,	and	watching	documentaries	on	ancient	civilizations.	He	has	a	deep	love	for	traditional	Indian	cuisine,	especially	home-
cooked	Maharashtrian	dishes,	and	often	experiments	with	old	recipes.	When	hes	not	writing,	he	enjoys	sketching,	playing	chess,	and	listening	to	retro	music.	His	ability	to	blend	thorough	research	with	engaging	narratives	makes	history	come	alive,	making	it	both	informative	and	captivating	for	readers.	
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